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NEBRASKA’S FIRST CURLEW SANDPIPER (Calidris ferruginea) 

Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St., Blair, NE 68008 
W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 

During a birding trip on 19 July 1997, we stopped at Funk WPA, Phelps County. While 
viewing from the north-south road that runs through the marsh at the east end of the marsh, we 
caught glimpses of a large group of shorebirds behind cattails in an area on the south side of the 
main marsh and about a third of a mile west of the road. We eventually decided to walk out and 
get a closer look at the shorebirds. Once we were close enough we were able to see that there 
were approximately 250 shorebirds. We began sifting through the flock looking for rarities and 
were first pleased to find a Piping Plover ( Charadrius melodus) and then more so when we found 
a Ruddy Turnstone ( Arenaria interpret), which is rare in fall. Then, toward the edge of the 
flock, Jorgensen spotted a rufous-colored shorebird loosely associated with a group of Stilt 
Sandpipers ( Calidris himantopus ) which we recognized as a Curlew Sandpiper. 

The bird was a medium to small-sized shorebird, obviously larger than Western 
Sandpipers ( Calidris mauri) and smaller than the Lesser Yellowlegs ( Tringa flavipes) present. 
It was similar to but slightly smaller in body size than the Stilt Sandpipers and possessed shorter 
legs. Legs and bill were black. The bill was thin, medium-sized and decurved; the bill, however, 
was not as decurved as the bills of birds pictured in field guides. The color of the underparts was 
reminiscent of the breast ground color of a typical Short-billed Dowitcher ( Limnodromus griseus 
hendersoni) and therefore was not as dark rufus as that often found on Curlew Sandpipers 
pictured in field guides. The ground color of the underparts was interspersed with small patches 
of white. The head’s color resembled that of the breast, only duller; and the throat and 
supercilium were duller yet. The undertail coverts were white with a few black streaks. 
Upperpart feathers were mostly dark or gray, but some feathers possessed some rufous or white. 
Wing coverts were gray. While the bird preened, we observed a white mmp and underwing. For 
approximately 1.5 h, we observed and photographed the bird. 

This bird may have just been commencing its molt into basic plumage, as a few fresh 
gray feathers could be found in the upperparts. Paulson (1993) discussed the importance of 
sexing birds of this species. The overall color of the bird, as well as a bill that was slightly longer 
and less decurved than expected, suggests that it was a female. 

This sighting represents the first Curlew Sandpiper for Nebraska. The species is 
unrecorded in Colorado (Andrew and Righter 1992), Wyoming (Scott 1993), and South Dakota 
(SDOU 1991). Iowa claims two spring records (Kent and Dinsmore 1996), and Kansas has as 
many as 4 records, including one specimen, all of which were found at Cheyenne Bottoms 
(Thompson and Ely 1989). Minnesota had its first record in 1994 (Litkey 1994). 


***** 

ADDENDUM TO THE G. M. SUTTON BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Dr. Paul A. Johnsgard, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Since the publication of “The George Miksch Sutton Bibliography” ( Nebraska Bird 
Review 65(2): 46-58), the following additional titles have come to light: 

Sutton, G. M. 1921. "Night Voices.” Bird Lore 21:108-110. 

_1933. "Fifty years of progress in American bird art.” pp 181-197 in: Fifty Years ’ 

Progress of American Ornithology: 1883-1933. American Ornithologists' 
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Union, Lancaster, PA. 

1962. Is bird art art? Living Bird 1:73-78. 

_1977. A wood duck portrait. Living Bird 16:5-6. 

_1978. Three pine grosbeaks. Living Bird 17:5-6. 

_1980. A yellow rail sketch. Living Bird 18:5-6. 

_1981. A boreal owl portrait. Living Bird 19:5-6. 

_1982. Portrait of a young cuckoo. Living Bird Quart . 1:16-17. 

The following titles related to Sutton may be of additional interest: 

Arbib, R. 1983. In memoriam: George Miksch Sutton, 1898-1982. American Birds 
37(2): 135-136. 

Graham, F. B. 1981. Signals from the wild: the art and science of George Miksch 
Sutton. Audubon 83(4):33-45. 

Johnsgard, P. A. 1998 Baby bird portraits by George Miksch Sutton: watercolors in the 
Field Museum. Univ. of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 

Pettingill, O. S., Jr. 1984. In memoriam: George Miksch Sutton. Auk 101:246-252. 

***** 

MYSTERY DUCK AT SINNINGER WATERFOWL PRODUCTION 
AREA, YORK COUNTY 
Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St., Blair, NE 68008 

On the evening of 8 May 1997,1 was scanning the shorebirds and ducks at the cattle- 
yard basin of Sinninger WPA, York County. Most of the 300 or so puddle ducks were Blue¬ 
winged Teals ( Anas discors ), but also present were Green-winged Teal (A. crecca), American 
Wigeon (A. americana ), Gadwall (A. strepera ), Northern Shoveler (A. clypeata ), and a 
Cinnamon Teal (A. cyanoptera). I eventually noticed a male duck in breeding plumage that 
superficially resembled a Baikal Teal (A. formosa). All descriptive discussion that follows is of 
male ducks in breeding plumage. 

The bird was similar in size, shape, and behavior to the Green-winged Teals present. 
The bill was black. The pattern of the head is difficult to describe, but only two colors were 
involved-dark green and a buffy yellow or cream. The dark green extended in front and below 
the eye in a circular pattern up to the crown and back towards the nape. The pattern was 
reminiscent of the green area on the head of an American Wigeon, but on this bird the crown, 
nape, and hindneck also were green. The area near the base of the bill, the throat, and the side 
of the neck were a warm, buffy yellow. The breast was a pinkish brown color, which faded into 
gray along the flanks and mantle. The flanks also possessed indistinct blackish vermiculations. 
The "rear” (undertail and uppertail coverts and tail) portion of the bird was black. There was a 
small area of white adjacent to the black undertail coverts, a feature present on Northern 
Shoveler and American Wigeon. 

The bird I observed appeared similar to a painting that appeared in Birding (26: 170). 
That bird was ultimately identified as an apparent American Wigeon X Northern Pintail hybrid. 
While the face pattern is essentially the same, there are differences between that bird and mine. 
My bird had no brown tones or green extending down from the eye area to the throat. In 
addition, my bird had an all-dark bill. 

Even more similar to the bird I observed was one that appeared at Saint-Zacherie, 
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Quebec, on 27 April 1990. A color photograph of this bird appeared in American Birds (44: 
379). After comparing my notes with this photograph, I have concluded that the birds appear 
virtually identical. The only minor field mark that is different is that my bird lacked the white, 
indistinct breast band separating the breast and the flanks (present on Green-winged Teals). 

It was concluded that the Green-winged Teal was one of the parent species of the 
Quebec hybrid. I, too, reached the same conclusion about my hybrid before seeing the 
photograph of the Quebec hybrid. The other parent species of these two identical hybrids is less 
obvious and, to this point, unresolved. 


***** 

BALD EAGLE NEST MONITORING-NEBRASKA, 1997 SUMMARY REPORT 
John J. Dinan, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

In 1997, 38 Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nests in 22 counties were surveyed 
for breeding activity. Eagles occupied territories at 10 of these sites. These same 10 territories 
were occupied in 1996. Two separate, mid-July sightings of Bald Eagles along the Niobrara 
River, one of an adult and three juveniles in Knox County and one of an adult and a juvenile in 
Holt County, suggests the presence of additional nesting territories. All nest attempts in 1997 
were successful, producing a total of 16 fledged young. The Lake Alice nest on the North Platte 
National Wildlife Refuge fell during a storm in late May. The two eaglets survived the fall and 
were raised on the ground until they fledged. One eaglet at the Keya Paha site fell from the nest 
but was cared for on the ground, eventually making its way back into the nest. 

The number of nests built, the number of occupied nests, and the number of young 
fledged have increased annually during the 1991 to 1997 period by an average of 48%, 58%, and 
69% respectively (Figure 1). The percentage change from 1996 to 1997 for the number of nests 



Figure 1. Bald Eagle Nesting Activity-Nebraska 1997 











6. 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 66 No. 1 


built, the number of occupied nests, and the number of young fledged was 41%, 0%, and -6%, 
respectively. From 1991 to 1997, 58 fledged eagles have been documented from 34 nesting 
attempts with known outcomes. The number of young fledged by year and site are listed in 
Table 1. The numbers of young fledged per occupied nest in 1997 and from 1991 to 1997 were 
1.6 and 1.7, respectively. These reproductive rates are well above the 1.0 young fledged per 
occupied nest needed for recovery as identified in the Northern States Bald Eagle Recovery Plan. 
The increase in the number of nests built, the high reproductive rate being maintained, and the 
evidence of establishment of breeding territories in new areas (in Nebraska as well as the 
surrounding states) substantiates the continued expansion of Bald Eagle populations. 


Table 1. Number of Bald Eagle Young Fledged, Nebraska, 1991-1997 


Site Name 

County 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Valley 1 

Saunders 

0 







Rockville 

Sherman 


2 

3 

3 

0 

2 

1 

Lake Alice 

Scotts Bluff 



3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Hackberry Lake 

Garden 




2 

2 

1 

1 

Homestead 

Gage 




1 

o* 

3 

1 

Valley 2 

Saunders 




1 

2 

0 

2 

Calamus Reservoir 

Loup 





2 

2 

2 

Inman 

Holt 





o* 

2 

2 

Brownville 

Nemaha 






1 

2 

KeyaPaha 

Boyd 






3 

2 

Table Rock 

Pawnee 






1 

1 

Total 


0 

2 

6 

9 

8 

17 

16 


*Unknown Outcome 


***** 

WINTER FIELD REPORT, DEC 1997 to FEB 1998 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St., Blair, NE 68008 

Introduction 

As one observer (DH) noted, this was a "weird" winter. January and February were 
more like March, producing winter reports of species with few such previous reports; the species 
involved come from all parts of the taxonomic list, from loons to icterids. Almost certainly, a 
first (in recorded history) was a slam of all the Nebraska grebe species in January, even Red- 
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necked and Clark's! Also in January, a Pacific Loon was reported. As shown in the species’ 
accounts below, the list of rare midwinter species is long. 

Another significant, related finding involved early-arriving spring migrants, also a long list. 
In some cases it cannot be determined whether these were wintering nearby or indeed were very 
early migrants. The February weather certainly was conducive to early arrival of "opportunist- 
type" migrants, such as waterfowl and blackbirds. 

Rarities were not earth shattering, but a nice list nevertheless. Included were an "Eastern” 
Brant, Black Scoter, Barrow's Goldeneye, a Merlin of the blackish subspecies Falco columbarius 
suckleyi, three Mew Gulls, two Iceland Gulls, and a Black-throated Sparrow. All are discussed 
below. 

I urge observers to give me their e-mail addresses; if I have questions on their reports, 
communication would be easy! By the way, reports and comments can be submitted to me by 
e-mail at silcock@sidney.heartIand.net. 


Correction 

Last winter we reported a Ruddy Duck at Wood Duck Area 2 Feb 1997; this date should 
have been 28 Feb 1997. 


Abbreviations 

Initials in parentheses refer to the observers, listed below. * = documentation provided; ad(s): 
adult(s); ADF: Arbor Day Farm; BOL: Branched Oak L; CBC: Christmas Bird Count; Cem: 
cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent L NWR; Co(s): County(ies); FF: Fontenelle Forest; FL: Funk 
Lagoon; HCR: Harlan Co Res; imm(s): immature(s); juv(s): juvenile(s); L: Lake; LM: L 
McConaughy; NC: Nature Center; NE: Nebraska; NM: National Monument; NNF: Nebraska 
National Forest; NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NPNWR: North 
Platte NWR; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; OPPD: Omaha Public Power Division; Res: 
Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin; SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); SP: State Park; sp: species; SRA: 
State Recreation Area; WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC; WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area; 
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area. 

Gazetteer 

Arbor Day Farm: Nebraska City, Otoe Co; Branched Oak L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Buffalo 
Creek: WMA, Banner-Scotts Bluff Cos; Calamus Res: SRA, Garfield-Loup Cos; Carter 
Canyon: Scotts Bluff Co; Chadron SP: Dawes Co; Clear Creek Marshes: WMA, Keith- 
Garden Cos; Crescent L NWR: Garden Co; Cunningham L: Omaha, Douglas Co; Dead 
Timber: SRA, Dodge Co; DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; Enders Res: SRA, Chase Co; Facus 
Springs: WMA, Morrill Co; Fontenelle Forest: Bellevue, Sarpy Co; Funk Lagoon: WPA, 
Phelps Co; Gavin's Point Dam: forms Lewis and Clark L, Knox-Cedar Cos; Grandpa's 
Steakhouse L: behind Grandpa's Steakhouse, Kearney, Buffalo Co; Hansen Lagoon: WPA, 
Clay Co; Harlan Co Res: SRA, Harlan Co; Harvard Lagoon: (formerly Inland Lagoon) WPA, 
Clay Co; Holmes L: Lincoln, Lancaster Co; Jack Sinn Marsh: WMA, Lancaster-Saunders Cos; 
Johnson Lagoon: WPA, Phelps Co; Johnson Res: SRA, Dawson-Gosper Cos; Keystone L: 
adjoins L Ogallala, Keith Co; Kingsley Dam: forms L McConaughy; L Alice: part of NPNWR, 
Scotts Bluff Co; L Babcock: Platte Co; L McConaughy, Keith Co; L North: Platte Co; L 
Minatare: SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; L Ogallala: below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Louisville Lakes: 
SRA, Cass Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; Neale Woods: Douglas Co; North Platte NWR: 
Scotts Bluff Co; Offutt (Air Force) Base L: Sarpy Co; Olive Creek L: SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co; OPPD Wetlands: Otoe Co; Pawnee L: SRA, Lancaster Co; 
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(Lillian Annette) Pintail Marsh: WMA, Hamilton Co; Rainwater Basin: region of natural 
wetlands in south-central NE; Rowe Sanctuary: Kearney Co; Sandhills: native grassland region 
in north-central NE; Schramm SP: Sarpy Co; Scotts Bluff NM: Scotts Bluff Co; Sinninger 
Lagoon: WPA, York Co; Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; Spikerush Basin: WMA, York Co; 
Stagecoach L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Summit Res: SRA, Burt Co; Sutherland Res: SRA, WMA, 
Lincoln Co; Swan Creek Res: Saline Co; Wehrspann L: Omaha, Sarpy Co; Wildcat Hills NC: 
Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; Willow Creek L: SRA, Pierce Co; Winter’s Creek L: part 
of NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; Wolf L: Dodge-Saunders Cos; Wood Duck: WMA, Stanton Co; 
Yankee Hill L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Zorinsky L: Omaha, Douglas Co. 

Observers 

Jim Alt (JA), Bellevue; Nebraska Birdline (B); John Brenneman (JB), Omaha; Norma 
Brockmoller (NB), Winside; Ellen Brogie (EB), Creighton; Mark Brogie (MB), Creighton; John 
Dinan (JD), Lincoln; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Fort Collins, CO; Larry Einemann (LE), 
Lincoln; Dave C. Ely (DCE), Fort Collins, CO; Carol Falk (CF), Nebraska City; Laurence Falk 
(LF), Nebraska City; Marlin French (MF), Ellsworth; Ruth Green (RG), Bellevue; Betsy 
Hancock (BH), Elmwood; Robin Harding (RH), Gibbon; David Heidt (DH), Norfolk; Thomas 
Hoffman (TH), Omaha; Erin Huebschmann (EH), Omaha; Jeff Huebschmann (JH), Omaha; 
Helen K. Hughson (HKH), Mitchell; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City; Jan Johnson (JJ), 
Wakefield; Gerry Jorgensen (GJ), Blair; Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ), Blair; Alice Kenitz (AK), 
Gering; Lucy Koenig (LK), Scottsbluff; Nick Komar (NK), Fort Collins, CO; Sandy Lemmon 
(SL), Crawford; Babs Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Don Paseka 
(DP), Ames; Janice Paseka (JP), Ames; Larry Randolph (LR), Gibbon; Neal Ratzlaff (NR), 
Omaha; David Rintoul (DR), Manhattan, KS; Kathleen Crawford-Rose (KCR), Bellevue; W. 
Ross Silcock (WRS), Tabor, IA; John Sullivan (JS), Lincoln; Zee Uridil (ZU), Chadron; 
Gertrude Wood (GW), Elmwood. 


Species Accounts 

Pacific Loon: A 1 st-basic bird at Swanson Res 6 Dec (SJD) was the 2nd latest in fall ever, the 
latest 9 Dec 1986 at L North {Amer. Birds 41:297). Unprecedented for Jan, and the only record 
for the period 10 Dec to 9 Jun, was a 1 st-basic bird apparently wintering at LM; it was seen from 
2-15 Jan (*SJD, mob). 

Common Loon: The only report was from Enders Res 6 Dec (SJD). There are four later reports, 
6, 25, and 28 Dec, and 1 Jan 1952, the last at LM (NBR 11:10). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Rather late in the east was one at Offutt Base L 25 Dec (BP, LP); there are 
four later reports through 1 Jan. Very early was one at Boystown L 15 Feb (B); no details were 
received, however. Earliest in the east is 27 Feb. Rare, but not unprecedented, was one wintering 
below Kingsley Dam, seen there 13 Jan through the period (SJD, mob). 

Horned Grebe: There are few late Dec reports, and so unexpected was one at Sutherland Res 
18 Dec (SJD). Even more unusual was one at LM 15 Jan (SJD), only about the 3rd Jan record. 
There are two late Feb reports, presumably early migrants. 

Red-necked Grebe: Unprecedented was the presence of two birds at LM 3 to 4 Jan (*SJD, mob). 
There are no other reports from Jan thru Mar. At least one was noted at LM 7 and 18 Dec (SJD); 
presumably one of the two at least attempted to winter. The only prior Dec record is one at LM 
21 Dec 1995, also found by Dinsmore. 

Eared Grebe: Establishing a new late date for the state were two at Sutherland Res 18 Dec 
(SJD); as many as 14 were still there 6 Dec (SJD), and one was on Keystone L 7 Dec (SJD), the 
4th latest ever. 
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Western Grebe: Overwintering was documented for the first time, with reports from both LM 
and Sutherland Res. A previous report of two at L Ogallala 5 Feb 1995 may have been 
overwintering individuals. This year, as many as 342 were still present at LM 3 Jan, declining 
to 71 on 15 Jan, 12 on 14 Feb, and 14 on 22 Feb (SJD, BP, LP). The latest ever away from 
Sutherland Res and LM were two at NPNWR 12 Dec (LK). 

Clark's Grebe: Yes, even this species wintered, which also is unprecedented; one to three were 
at LM through the period (JS), with one there 14 Jan (SJD). The previous latest was 6 Dec 1986 
at Gavin's Point Dam. 

American White Pelican: As has been the case recently, one wintered at Sutherland Res (SJD, 
BP, LP, DH). Possibly a very early spring migrant or a nearby wintering bird was one along 1-80 
at Mile Marker 162 in Lincoln Co, only about 4 mi from Sutherland Res, 15 Feb (BP, LP); there 
are four other late Feb reports, 15 to 28 Feb. Rather late was one at Clear Creek Marshes, 18 
Dec (SJD), 3rd latest ever away from Sutherland Res, and six at Branched Oak L 6 Dec (BP, LP, 
JS). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Only about the 5th Jan record ever was one or two individuals that 
remained at BOL as late as 8 Jan (LE), and about the 3rd early Feb record, indicative of 
wintering, was one at NPNWR 3 Feb (LK). 

Great Blue Heron: Wintering birds occur along entire Platte River Valley and at other locations 
in the east. Somewhat unusual were four birds wintering at fish ponds in Dry Spotted Tail Creek 
in southern Sioux Co (HKH), one northwest of Fremont 22 Jan, later a roadkill (DP), and two 
at BOL as late as 2 Jan (LE). 

Turkey Vulture: There were two reports, both flyovers at Kearney, 9 and 12 Dec (Stanley 
Longfellow fide LR, RH). While probably correct, these reports were undocumented, as are all 
of several Dec reports of this species. 

Tundra Swan: Only about the 6th winter record was one of up to three immatures below 
Keystone Diversion Dam 14 to 15 Jan through at last 7 Feb (*SJD, mob). These birds were with 
some Trumpeter Swans, allowing direct comparison, notably of size. Likely an early migrant, 
indeed tied for earliest ever in spring, was an immature at Crystal Cove L 25 to 28 Feb (*BFH). 
Trumpeter Swan: Wintering at Keystone L and below the Diversion Dam there is expected; up 
to 18 were present this winter, with the peak count on 14 to 15 Jan (SJD). The only other report 
was of an unmarked immature that appeared at Kiwanis Park in Omaha 7 Feb and remained to 
the end of the period (BP, LP). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Rare in midwinter, especially westward, apparently the 1st such 
Panhandle report was one at Scottsbluff SL 19 Jan (SJD). Still unexpected as late, one was at 
Crystal Cove L 20 Dec to 1 Jan (BFH, SJD), and two were at BOL 2 Jan (LE). Migrants 
appeared very early, with"many" at Funk Lagoon 7 Feb (LR, RH), one at BOL 6 Feb (LE), and 
six at L Ogallala the same day, increasing to 34 there on 22 Feb (SJD). This species is very rare 
in spring in the west. 

Swan Goose: Also known as Chinese Goose, a free-flying individual was at Crystal Cove L 26 
Feb (BFH). There are no known reports of wild vagrants; five were killed by hunters in Keith 
Co 8 Dec 1984, the only other report in Nebraska of free-flying birds. 

Snow Goose: The only midwinter reports were of one in the LM area wintering with Canada 
Geese (SJD, mob), and one at BOL 20 Jan (LE). Spring migrants arrived in mid-Feb, with 
200,000 in Phelps Co 12 Feb (B). 

Ross’ Goose: Only the 2nd record of the rare blue morph was one at Wood Duck Area with 
Snow Geese and two white-morph Ross’ Geese 26 Feb (DH). The first was one not far away at 
Pierce 19 Mar 1994; as rare as this morph is, these may have been the same bird. Earliest record 
of white morphs was two at Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond 7 Feb (B). Ten others arrived in late 
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Feb, as expected, although two at Big Springs (SJD) and three in Kearney Co (LR, RH) 22 Feb 
became the 3rd earliest ever. 

Brant: A single individual of the eastern subspecies, Branta bernicla bernicla , was in Kearney 
Co 22 Feb (*LR, RH). It was with Canada Geese. There are two other documented, spring 
records, also of B. b. bernicla, from previous years: Phelps Co 21 Mar 1988 and 22 Apr 1990. 
There are several additional undocumented reports. 

Canada Goose: Best midwinter counts were 10,000 in northeast Phelps Co 18 Jan (LR, RH), 
6,000 at LM 14 Jan (SJD), and 5680 at NPNWR 5 Jan (LK). 

Ruddy Shelduck: A tame individual was at Kearney L, Buffalo Co, 24 Feb (DR, B). 

Wood Duck: Last was one on the North Platte River in Scotts Bluff Co 20 Dec (AK). First in 
spring was one at Clear Creek Marshes 22 Feb (SJD), tied for 2nd earliest ever, and three at 
Standing Bear L 23 Feb (NR). 

Green-winged Teal: Midwinter reports, not unexpected at open-water locations, included as 
many as 87 in southern Sioux Co 19 Mar (SJD) and 73 below the Keystone Diversion Dam 15 
Mar (SJD). No major spring influx was noted. 

American Black Duck: Not often reported these days, singles were found at BOL 25 Dec (JS) 
and at Offutt Base L 15 Dec (BP, LP). 

Mallard: High counts were impressive: 64,300 at NPNWR 5 Jan (LK) and 60,000 at Sutherland 
Res 1 Jan (SJD), and peak in the central was 25,000 at Johnson Res 31 Dec (LR, RH). Numbers 
apparently declined through winter, as only (!) 8,387 were counted at NPNWR 17 Feb (LK). 
Spring peaks are usually reached in Mar. 

Northern Pintail: Best midwinter counts were 22 at L Minatare 19 Jan (SJD) and 20 at BOL 20 
Jan (BP, LP). A few small flocks of migrants had appeared by period's end, such as 50 at BOL 
21 Feb (BP, LP) and 50 near Wood Duck Area 22 Feb (DH). 

Blue-winged Teal: Rather early were three near Nebraska City 28 Feb (LF, CF), the only report. 
Normally, the first birds appear mid- to late Mar. 

Cinnamon Teal: A single was reported from CLNWR on 11 Sep (MF). 

Northern Shoveler: As many as 11 lingered as late as 1 Jan at Nebraska City (LF, CF). Only 
casual in midwinter, there were two reports of apparently wintering birds: as many as 13 were 
at L Ogallala 14 to 15 Jan (SJD), and one was at L Minatare 14 Jan (SJD). First for spring were 
six near Wood Duck Area 26 Feb (DH) and four at Standing Bear L the same day (NR). 
Gadwall: Rare in midwinter, there were two reports: 16 were in the LM area 15 Jan (SJD) and 
six at the Scottsbluff SL 19 Jan (SJD). No large spring concentrations were noted; best was 50 
near Wood Duck Area 26 Feb (DH). 

American Wigeon: In midwinter, 9 Jan to 9 Feb for this species, there had been only 15 reports 
in all, but this winter there were five more: eight were below the Keystone Diversion Dam 15 
Jan (SJD), one in southern Sioux Co 19 Jan (SJD), two at the Gering SL 19 Jan (SJD), four west 
of Scottsbluff 20 Jan (AK), and four near Wood Duck Area 1 Jan (DH). Spring arrivals were 50 
at NPNWR 17 Feb (LK) and 30 near Wood Duck Area 26 Feb (DH). 

Canvasback: Last for fall were two at Fremont 1 Jan, tied for 2nd latest ever. First in spring 
were five at Kiwanis Park, Omaha, 19 Feb (NR). No large numbers were noted, and, surprising 
this year, none were noted in midwinter. 

Redhead: Last in fall were three on the Omaha CBC 3 Jan (B). One at Crystal Cove L 7 Dec 
lingered very late until 17 Jan (BFH), for one of very few midwinter records away from the 
Platte River Valley. Probable early migrants, or wintering not too far away, were six at Boystown 
8 Feb (B) and three below the Keystone Diversion Dam 7 Feb (SJD); the latter were not noted 
on earlier visits, and these reports are the earliest ever apparent spring migrants. Numbers had 
arrived by mid-Feb; 510 were at NPNWR 17 Feb (LK). 
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Ring-necked Duck: Surprisingly, none were detected in Dec, although there were three reports 
for midwinter. Most unexpected were two at Little Salt Creek, Lancaster Co, 20 Jan (LE). At 
more expected locations, but still rare in midwinter, was one at L Ogallala 14 to 15 Jan (SJD) and 
six at the Scottsbluff SL 19 Jan (SJD). First in spring were two at Boystown 8 Feb (B), earliest 
ever. By late Feb, as many as 91 were noted at Wood Duck Area 26 Feb (DH). 

Greater Scaup: Normally a regular winter location, the only birds at LM this year were four on 
L Ogallala 7 Dec (SJD). However as many as three were at Scottsbluff SL; three were there 15 
Jan and two on 19 Jan (SJD); they were not noted in Feb, however. 

Lesser Scaup: A new record late date was set by one at BOL 8 Jan (LE), and a record early date 
was set by three at Boystown 8 Feb (B). Away from the Platte Valley reservoirs there, is only one 
record in the period 9 Jan to 6 Feb, that of 1 Feb 1989 in Douglas-Sarpy Cos. 

Oldsquaw: An immature male was at L Minatare 7 to 18 Dec (SJD), the latest ever away from 
Keith or Lincoln Cos. Wintering birds have occurred only at LM or Sutherland Res. One was at 
the latter 1 Jan (SJD), and one to two were at LM 14 Jan to 7 Feb (SJD, mob). 

Black Scoter: Only the 6th Dec record was provided by two birds on L Ogallala 7 to 18 Dec, one 
lingering until 4 Jan (SJD, mob) to provide only the 2nd ever Jan record. The other was 16 Jan 
1927 on the Missouri River in Sarpy Co. 

Common Goldeneye: A record fall count was 3000 at Sutherland Res 18 Dec (SJD). Best 
midwinter counts were from regular wintering locations and were larger than normal: 1,300 were 
at Sutherland Res 14 Jan (SJD), and 900 were below Kingsley Dam 14 Jan (SJD). Also a good 
midwinter count was 233 at Scottsbluff SL 19 Jan (SJD). 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: Probably regular in midwinter amongst the wintering goldeneye flock 
below Kingsley Dam, there have been about ten records at this location. Patience is needed to 
find the Barrow's, however. This year, two pair were present 6 to 7 Feb, and may have been there 
3 Jan, although only one female was detected (SJD). The 2nd winter record from Sutherland Res 
was a pair there 18 Dec (SJD). Perhaps the pair from Sutherland moved to LM in late Dec! 
Bufflehead: Probably the only regular wintering site for this usually cold-sensitive species is the 
L Ogallala area; this year 30 were below the Keystone Diversion Dam 14 to 15 Jan (SJD). Last 
in fall were in Cass Co 26 Dec (GW) and first in spring were two at BOL 21 Feb (BP, LP). 
Hooded Merganser: Latest ever in fall away from wintering locations at Sutherland Res and LM 
was one at Clear Creek Marshes 4 Jan (BP, LP). Unusual in midwinter away from Sutherland 
Res and LM were three along the Platte River in northwest Phelps Co 18 Jan (LR, RH). An 
excellent midwinter count was 26 at Sutherland Res 14 Jan; 38 were there 18 Dec (SJD). There 
are fewer than 20 midwinter reports in all, including known wintering locations. First in spring 
were two tying the earliest ever at BOL 1 Feb (BP, LP). 

Common Merganser: A record-high fall count was 48,000 at Harlan Co Res 14 Dec on the 
"preCBC" (JGJ), and an almost-record-high midwinter count was 12000 at LM 15 Jan (SJD). 
Midwinter peak at Sutherland Res was 5,000 on 14 Jan (SJD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Midwinter reports are few; following probable wintering by a female 
below Kingsley Dam 1996-97, two there 3 to 15 Jan were joined by two mdre on 7 Feb, followed 
by 19 migrants on 22 Feb (SJD). 

Ruddy Duck: Rather late, 3rd latest ever, was one at Nebraska City 26 Dec (LF, CF). Only the 
6th report of wintering was six birds at L Ogallala 2 Jan (SJD), which declined to a single 6 Feb 
(SJD). First migrants were 16 at BOL 28 Feb (LE). 

Osprey: One was reported from the Missouri River in Otoe Co 28 Feb (LF, CF), although no 
details were provided. Although there are a few Feb reports, none are documented. The earliest 
documented reports are in late Mar. 

Bald Eagle: Best single counts were 50 around Harlan Co Res 15 Feb (LR, RH) and 39 along 
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the Missouri River at Nebraska City 26 Dec (LF, CF). Data from the 1997 Midwinter Eagle 
Survey showed a total of 1,030 Bald Eagles in the state; 28% were immatures (JD). 

Northern Harrier: A few were reported in midwinter, not unusual in such a mild year. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: A few of these also were reported statewide in midwinter, as is usual. 
Cooper's Hawk: Cooper's are less tolerant of midwinter conditions than Sharp-shins and are rare 
at this time. The only midwinter report was one at Wildcat Hills 19 Jan (SJD). 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The only reports were from Fontenelle Forest 2 Jan and 26 Feb (B). 
Red-tailed Hawk: Best counts were 14 in southeast Otoe Co 14 Dec (LF, CF) and 14 at Harlan 
Co Res 15 Feb (LR, RH). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost were singles in Phelps Co 18 Jan (LR, RH) and at Harlan Co 
Res 15 Feb (LR, RH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were statewide, although numbers were not large. Best counts 
were about ten wintering in southern Sioux Co (HKH) and seven around Calamus Res 27 Dec 
(LR, RH). 

Golden Eagle: Two were found at the edge of the state: an immature was at Willis 22 Feb 
(BFH), and another immature, picked up in Richardson Co 7 Feb and transferred to the Raptor 
Recovery Center near Elmwood, was suffering from pesticide and lead poisoning (JS). 
American Kestrel: A good midwinter count was 12 in southeast Otoe Co 10 Jan (LF, CF). 
Merlin: At least 16 were reported, statewide, about the norm in recent years. Few reporters noted 
subspecies, but a female or immature in Banner Co 15 Jan was identified as the dark subspecies 
Falco columbarius suckleyi (SJD); this appears to be the 1st report of this race in Nebraska. F. 
c. suckleyi is resident in the Pacific northwest, but, in winter, a few move southward as far as 
New Mexico. It has occurred as far east as Wisconsin. It has been reported a few times in 
Colorado, but there are no specimens from there. 

Prairie Falcon: At least 15 were reported, but none east of Kearney Co, where singles were 
noted 11 Jan (LR, RH) and 13 Feb (BP, LP). 

Gray Partridge: None were reported. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports of 30 on the Calamus Res CBC 27 Dec (LR, RH) and 18 near 
Halsey 7 Feb (DP) were from the breeding range, but 12 on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (B) were 
somewhat eastward, indicating movement out of the breeding range, a normal phenomenon for 
this species in inclement conditions. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine. 

Wild Turkey: Best count was 78 at Brooky Bottoms in Cedar Co 18 Jan (JJ). 

Northern Bobwhite: Not unexpected, but at a location where numbers are not great, five were 
near Sutherland Res 2 Jan (BP, LP). Best count was 15 near Gibbon 7 Dec (LR, RH). 

Virginia Rail: Wintering apparently is regular in the North Platte Valley, notably at Clear Creek 
Marshes; ten were there 2 Feb (SJD). Apparently wintering were two at Facus Springs 2 Jan 
(SJD). Very late, apparently attempting to winter, was one near Petersburg 19 Dec on the Boone 
Co CBC (DH). 

American Coot: Rather late were 14 at Enders Res 4 Jan (LR, RH); as many as 167 were there 
as late as 6 Dec (SJD). Prior to this winter, there were only about none midwinter reports (10 Jan 
to 19 Feb). This year, there were no fewer than four separate reports. As many as 17 individuals 
wintered below Kingsley Dam (LR, RH, SJD), two were at Crystal Cove L 21 Dec-17 Jan (BFH), 
seven remained at Nebraska City until 19 Jan (LF, CF), and two at Kiwanis Park, Omaha, 7 Feb 
(BP, LP) may have wintered nearby. No large groups had arrived by period's end. 

Sandhill Crane: Most depart in fall in Nov; Dec reports are few, in fact only the 10th ever was 



Vr>1. 66 No. 1 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


13 


an immature at Swanson Res 6 Dec (SJD). There are fewer than 20 reports in the period 27 Nov- 

23 Jan. Sandhills arrive very early in spring, not uncommonly at the end of Jan. As many as 59 
were at Rowe Sanctuary as early as 25 Jan (B), and 50,000 were present by 6 Feb between Grand 
Island and Kearney (B). 

Whooping Crane: One appeared at an extremely early date for this species just west of 
Doniphan 15 Feb (B) and was still being seen there as of this writing, 31 Mar. This may have 
been the bird that wintered in Oklahoma last year (US Fish and Wildlife Service fide DR) and 
appeared in Nebraska 10 Feb 1995 but retreated southward as weather worsened. Earliest arrivals 
are usually during the first week of Mar. 

Killdeer: Probably the only regular wintering location is on the North Platte River below 
Keystone Diversion Dam, where 9 to 10 wintered this year (SJD, BP, LP). Two were reported 
as wintering on Dry Spotted Tail Creek in Sioux Co (HKH), and three at NPNWR 19 Jan may 
also have wintered. Wintering may be regular at the latter location. First in spring were seven at 
Indian Cave SP 15 Feb (JS). 

Dunlin: Amazing was the presence of a basic-plumaged individual at Snyder's Bend 28 Feb 
(BFH). The Dunlin is a hardy species, and this bird may have wintered there or nearby; there is 
a record from 6 to 23 Jan 1981 at NPNWR. Normally the earliest spring migrants arrive in early 
Apr. 

Common Snipe: A regular wintering location, although apparently not much longer as it is being 
bulldozed, is the seep marsh below Kingsley Dam. As many as six were there 3 Jan (SJD). 
Elsewhere, lingering into Dec is not uncommon; late were a single at Calamus Res 27 Dec (B), 
two in Boone Co 19 Dec (DH), and one at Scottsbluff 20 Dec (AK). Either a very early migrant 
or an individual wintering nearby was one at Arbor Day Farm 20 Feb (LF, CF). Spring migrants 
arrive in late Mar. x 

American Woodcock: Normally arriving early, the first were noted north of Cunningham L 22 
Feb (B), the earliest ever. Previous earliest was 27 Feb. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Only the 2nd and 3rd Jan records ever were provided by as many as 34 still 
at Sutherland Res 2 Jan (SJD) and 2 to 3 at LM as late as 3 Jan (SJD). As many as 91 were at 
Sutherland Res as late as 18 Dec (SJD). Spring arrivals usually appear after mid-Mar, and so 
record early were four at Niobrara 22 Feb (JJ). 

Mew Gull: At LM 7 Feb, two adults and a 1st basic bird were found (SJD, WRS, JS), with the 
adult remaining until 22 Feb (SJD, DCE). This is the 5th Nebraska record, involving a total of 
eight birds. Four of the records are from LM in the period 7 Feb to 11 May. 

Ring-billed Gull: Best count was 4000 at LM 7 to 8 Feb (SJD), apparently indicative of an early 
influx, as 1300 were present 14 to 15 Jan (SJD). Best count elsewhere was 1000 at Johnson Res 

24 Feb (LR, RH). At BOL, 290 were counted 8 Jan, but none were there until 45 appeared 30 
Jan (LE). Movements in midwinter depend on open water. 

California Gull: Rare away from LM in late fall, one was at Sutherland Res 18 Dec (SJD). 
Regular in winter in recent years at LM, this year 78 were counted 1 Jan and 34 on 7 Feb (SJD). 
They may have departed briefly, as none were counted there 14 to 15 Jan (SJD). 

Herring Gull: By far the best midwinter count ever was 1500 at LM 14 Jan (SJD). Numbers 
there dropped to 200 on 7 to 8 Feb and increased to 1000 on 22 Feb (SJD). 

Thayer's Gull: Fast becoming a western Great Plains winter Mecca for this species, LM hosted 
at least 20 different individuals; Steve Dinsmore counted 18 on 7 Feb, including six adults, one 
3rd basic, and 11 1st basic (1st winter), and 17 on 2 Feb, including eight adults, one 3rd basic, 
and eight 1st basic. On 14 to 15 Jan, seven 1st basic birds were counted (SJD). In addition, 
single 1st winter birds were at BOL 3 Dec (JS) and Harlan Co Res 14 Dec (JGJ), and two birds 
were at Sutherland Res 6 Dec (SJD). 
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Iceland Gull: A 1st winter bird was at LM 7 and 22 Feb (SJD, WRS, JS) and was joined by an 
adult 22 Feb (SJD, DCE). Both were "Kumlien’s" types, as expected. The best characteristics 
for separation from Thayer's Gulls are structural, such as bill shape and size, head shape, and 
primary extension. Plumage characters are less reliable in many cases. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: An amazing six adults were at LM 7 Feb (SJD, WRS, JS); one adult 
was there 14 Jan (SJD), and three were still present 22 Feb (SJD). The group of six adults present 
7 Feb were aged by Dinsmore as two adults, two 4th basic, and two 3rd basic. While several 
adults have appeared at LM in recent years, immatures are not noted. Perhaps they stay in the 
east, where two were present at BOL 3 to 20 Dec (JS, BP, LP). These birds were aged as a 1st 
winter and a 2nd winter, the latter present only 3 to 6 Dec (BP, LP, JS). 

Glaucous Gull: A 1st basic bird was at LM 18 Dec (SJD), three were there along with an adult 
14 to 15 Jan (SJD), and numbers peaked 7 Feb, with 12 present, two adults and ten 1st basic 
(SJD, JS, WRS). By 22 Feb, eight remained, including two adults and six 1st basic birds (SJD, 
DCE). Elsewhere, a 1st basic was at Sutherland Res 14 Jan (SJD), a single unaged bird was at 
Calamus Res 2 Dec (B), and three unaged birds were at Harlan Co Res 14 Dec (JGJ). 

Rock Dove: Reports were routine. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: A single that appeared at a feeder in Shelton 29 Nov was still present 
at this writing, 31 Mar (LR, RH). A ruling by the NOURC on its status as a wild bird, and thus 
its acceptability to the State List, is awaited. 

Ringed Turtle-Dove: An individual reported as this species was at 108th and Grover in Omaha 
22 Feb (B), but the possibility it was a Eurasian Collared-Dove was not ruled out (LP, fide 
WRS). 

Mourning Dove: No wintering birds were noted north and west of Lancaster and Dodge Cos, 
about normal for most winters; best midwinter counts were 54 in Lincoln 3 Jan (LE) and 15 in 
Dodge Co 15 Jan (DP). 

Great Horned Owl: Nesting was underway at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 13 Feb (LE). 

Snowy Owl: The only report was of an injured bird picked up 17 Dec near Tekamah and placed 
in the Raptor Recovery Center near Elmwood (JS). 

Barred Owl: Reports are indicating that this species may be fairly widespread in northeast 
Nebraska away from the Missouri Valley. One was at Niobrara 7 Jan (B); there are previous 
reports from Bohemia Prairie and the Vedigre area in Knox Co. As many as three were noted 
along the Elkhom River southeast of Norfolk 20 Dec (DH); this also is at the western edge of the 
known range. 

Long-eared Owl: Reports were routine. 

Short-eared Owl: The only midwinter report was north of Ogallala 6 Feb (SJD). 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Birds present in the period Nov thru Mar are probably wintering; all 
such reports were from the extreme southeast, north and west to Lancaster and Sarpy Cos. Best 
count was 30 at Indian Cave SP 15 Feb (JS), a favored winter location. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Three apparently wintering birds were reported from the extreme 
southeast, as is normal, but a female/immature was rather far north and west for a late date at 
Taylor 27 Dec (LR, RH). 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine. 

Northern Flicker: A few were reported in midwinter as far north and west as Antelope and 
McPherson Cos (DH), within the usual winter range, although numbers are usually low in these 
areas. "Red-shafted" Flickers were reported statewide. Best counts were 17 around Calamus Res 
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27 Dec (LR, RH) and 13 in Dodge Co 1 Jan (DH), the latter all "Yellow-shafted". 

Horned Lark: Best counts were 4000 in northern Phelps Co 18 Jan (LR, RH) and 2000 in 
Saunders Co 30 Jan (BP, LP). 

Blue Jay: Best midwinter count was 30 in Lincoln 3 Jan (LE). 

Pinyon Jay: The only report was of one at the James Ranch feeder through the period (SL). No 
influx was detected. 

Black-billed Magpie: This species appears to be gradually filling in the state; it is resident at 
Willis in the northeast (BFH) and also appears regularly in Dixon Co (JJ). Rather easterly was 
one 3 miles north of Bennington 2 Dec (B), and two were north of Twin Lakes, Lancaster Co, 
20 Dec (JH). Post-breeding wanderers account for southeasterly records. 

American Crow: Best midwinter counts were rather modest: 700 at Wolf L 7 Feb (TH) and 400 
in Phelps Co 25 Jan (LR, RH). No large roosts were reported. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Best count was an impressive 95 around Harlan Co Res 14 Dec (LR, 
RH). 

Mountain Chickadee: One was reported north of Harrison during the winter, but without date 
or details (HKH). No others were reported. 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Ones and twos appeared at feeders statewide. There was no indication 
of any abnormal influx. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Few were reported; this in sharp contrast to the numbers seen last winter. 
Brown Creeper: The few reports were from the extreme southeast, as expected in midwinter. 
Carolina Wren: A few were reported from the lower Missouri Valley, north only to Sarpy Co. 
This species appears to have retreated somewhat recently in range and numbers. 

Winter Wren: Singles (same bird?) were at Fontenelle Forest 2 Jan and 26 Feb (B), about the 
northern edge of expected wintering in the Missouri Valley. Unexpected, however, was one at 
Willis 1 Feb, where none were found in Jan and no others until 22 Feb (BFH). 

Marsh Wren: Regular wintering occurs in the North Platte Valley; this year individuals were 
found below Kingsley Dam, at Clear Creek Marshes, and at Facus Springs (SJD). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: A few winter in the southeast, with occasional midwinter reports 
elsewhere. Records farthest to the northwest this year were two at Calamus Res 27 Dec (LR, 
RH), and three near the Keystone Diversion Dam on 2 and 15 Jan (SJD, WRS, JS). 

Eastern Bluebird: Yet another species that overwinters rarely in the southeast. Northeast were 
five at Ponca SP 3 Jan (BFH). West were eight near Keystone 15 Jan (SJD). These were also the 
best counts. 

Mountain Bluebird: The only report was from within the usual winter range: six were at LM 
on the CBC 3 Jan (LR, RH). 

Townsend's Solitaire: Regular in winter in small numbers east to northeast Nebraska, one was 
at Willis 3 Jan (BFH). Few others were reported, none from the east. 

Hermit Thrush: Rare in Dec and especially midwinter, one was counted on the Branched Oak 
CBC 20 Dec (B). 

American Robin: Large numbers wander around in the cedar areas of north-central Nebraska 
most winters; best counts were "thousands" at Niobrara SP 7 Jan (B), 1000 between Albion and 
Halsey 7 Feb (DP), and 465 at Calamus Res 27 Dec (LR, RH). No such numbers were noted 
elsewhere. 

Northern Mockingbird: Least common in winter, the only report was of one on the Branched 
Oak CBC 20 Dec (B). 

Cedar Waxwing: Small flocks were widely noted, but numbers were generally modest. Best 
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count was 52 at BOL 23 Jan (LE). 

Northern Shrike: At least 21 were reported, about a normal year, including six in Chase Co 6 
Nov (SJD). One made it as far southeast as Peru, 7 Dec (B). 

Loggerhead Shrike: None were reported in midwinter, but one was rather far to the west as late 
as 13 Dec at Sutherland Res (*JS), and another was a little less of a surprise at BOL 12 Dec (LE). 
Probably wintering was one in Cass Co 22 Feb (GW). 

European Starling: Reports were routine. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Westerly in midwinter were six at Keystone Dam on 2 Jan, all 
"Myrtles"; a single at Enders Dam 6 Dec was also a "Myrtle" (SJD). There are no Nov or later 
reports for "Audubon's" Warbler, but winter birds in the west may be of the subspecies 
Dendroica coronata hooveri, a western population within "Myrtle" Warbler. One was at 
Calamus Res as late as 27 Dec (LR, RH). Jan and Feb reports are few, even in the southeast; two 
at Indian Cave SP 15 Feb (JS) was only the 5th Feb record ever. One was counted on the Omaha 
CBC 3 Jan (B). 

Northern Cardinal: Reports were routine. 

Eastern Towhee: Two laggards were northwest of Fort Calhoun for the DeSoto CBC (NR) and 
one was at Branched Oak L for the CBC there 20 Dec (JS). A few overwinter in the southeast. 
Spotted Towhee: Wintering birds were noted east in small numbers to Omaha (NR) and 
Lancaster Co (LE, JS), as is normal. Interestingly, one at a Gibbon feeder throughout the period 
was last seen as early as 8 Feb (LR, RH). However one was at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 22 Feb (JS). 
Latest spring dates in the southeast are in very early May. 

American Tree Sparrow: Extremely large numbers were in central Nebraska; 3000 were 
estimated in northern Phelps Co 18 Jan (LR, RH), and 2000 southeast of Norman in Kearney Co 
11 Jan (LR, RH). 

Chipping Sparrow: An adult was reported without date or other details at a feeder near Wyuka 
Cem, Lincoln, which was attracting an interesting mix of species (LE). Of about 20 winter 
reports for the state, only one is documented, a single at a feeder in Omaha 29 Dec 1982 to 31 
Jan 1983. 

Field Sparrow: The only report was of two arrivals at ADF 24 Feb (LF, CF). If migrants, this 
is the earliest on record, but it may have wintered nearby; there are a few Jan reports, including 
a documented report from Antelope Co 11 Jan 1986. 

Vesper Sparrow: One was documented in southwest Antelope Co 4 Jan (*DH). This is the only 
documented Jan report, although there are three non-documented reports 2 to 7 Jan. 
Black-throated Sparrow: Nebraska's 3rd winter record, 6th in all, was one attending a feeder 
in Omaha from early Dec at least into Jan (JS, RG). 

Fox Sparrow: One at FF 26 Feb (B) may have been a record early migrant, or may have 
wintered nearby. Wintering seems likely, as another was at a feeder near Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 
throughout the period, and two were there 23 Jan (LE). There are only two other midwinter 
reports. 

Song Sparrow: Midwinter reports were widespread, north to Dodge Co (DP), as is usual. 
White-throated Sparrow: Wintering is rare and occurs only in the southeast. There were three 
reports of birds surviving the winter, north and west to Omaha and Lincoln. One wintered in an 
Omaha yard (NR), at least one was present at a feeder in Lincoln through the period, with a high 
count of eight on 3 Jan (LE), and one was at Nebraska City 4 and 19 Jan and 2 Feb (LF, CF). 
White-crowned Sparrow: Few were reported in midwinter, when numbers are normally lowest. 
No large counts were reported. 

Harris' Sparrow: Numbers were moderate; best midwinter count was 35 at a Gibbon area feeder 
(LR, RH). 
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Dark-eyed Junco: Best counts unspecified to subspecies in midwinter was 140 in Lincoln 3 Jan 
(LE). Numbers were not large. "White-winged" Juncos wintered at the James Ranch feeders 
(SL), normal for this subspecies, as many winter within the breeding range. None were reported 
elsewhere. "Oregon" Juncos, rare in the east, were reposed from two locations, two birds at 
Nebraska City 24 Dec (LF, CF) and a single in Dodge Co 27 Jan (DP). "Pink-sided" juncos, like 
"Oregons", are far more common in the west; reports were east to Buffalo Co (LR, RH). 
Lapland Longspur: Best count was an impressive 2000 in Saunders Co 30 Jan (BP, LP), and 
380 were in Stanton Co 31 Jan (DH). 

Snow Bunting: There were only two reports: six were in Sarpy Co 24 Jan (B), and one was with 
Horned Larks in Cass Co 26 Jan (GW). 

Red-winged Blackbird: An excellent midwinter count, somewhat further north than is usual, 
was 700 at Wood Duck Area 24 Jan (DH). As many as 5838 were counted on the Scottsbluff 
CBC (AK). 

Western Meadowlark: Birds were heard calling and thus identified as this species at Wood 
Duck Area 31 Jan (DH). Wintering is normal in the east, but midwinter confirmation of species 
is not easy as most birds are silent. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Dec reports are few, but not unexpected; one was with Red-winged 
Blackbirds at a Madison Co feedlot 20 Dec (DH). Possibly wintering in the area, one was with 
Red-winged Blackbirds at Funk Lagoon 22 Feb (LR, RH), a record early arrival date for a 
migrant. Migrants would be expected in flocks of Yellow-headed Blackbirds, not with redwings. 
Rusty Blackbird: This species winters on occasion, but only rarely. An excellent midwinter 
count was 75 at Dead Timber Area on 1 Feb (DP). Wintering birds are generally restricted to the 
southeast, but two were at Funk Lagoon 16 Feb (B). 

Brewer's Blackbird: There are few midwinter records from previous years, usually from the 
southeast. It is rare elsewhere. One of few documented midwinter records, from this year, was 
33 at Wolf L 1 Jan. Only one remained until 10 Jan (*TH). Another documented record was 
two at Gering 15 Jan (*SJD); this is only the 3rd midwinter report for the Panhandle. Another 
was at a Superior feeder 19 to 26 Feb (B). 

Great-tailed Grackle: Dec and even winter reports from the southeast are now usual; 12 were 
at Nebraska City 18 Dec (LF, CF), and at least one was near the Lincoln airport 27 Jan (B). Far 
more unusual, however, were ten in Knox Co 25 Jan (MB, JS); there had been no winter reports 
north of Lancaster Co. 

Common Grackle: Midwinter reports are not unusual, mostly singles at feeders, although seven 
were wintering in South Sioux City (BFH). Probably early migrants, however, were 125 at 
Nebraska City 6 Feb, increasing to 600 on 15 Feb (LF, CF). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Unusual in midwinter as far north as Dodge Co, two were there 4 Jan 
(DP). A male at Pawnee L 13 Feb (LE) may have been an early migrant, as "vagrant" single 
males are usually the first to appear in spring among blackbird species. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: Flocks were reported in Sioux Co: 60 were at the Hughson Ranch 
through the period (HKH), and 61 north of Henry 4 Jan (SJD). This is the 2nd consecutive winter 
these birds have been noted, after a few years of absence. 

Purple Finch: There was an encouraging number of reports, all from the southeast, including 
a good count of 10 to 20 wintering at the Neale Woods feeders (B) and 12 at Branched Oak L 
13 Jan (LE), with single female(s) west to Gibbon 13 Dec and 10 Jan (LR, RH). Few have been 
reported in recent years. 

Cassin's Finch: Although one was reported in fall, none were reported during the winter. 
House Finch: Best count was 105 on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (AK). Summering birds may 
leave and go elsewhere for winter; some evidence for this was the absence of House Finches for 
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2 months at one location in South Sioux City; they returned 21 Feb (BFH). None were found in 
Dodge Co during the period (DP). 

Red Crossbill: Following the few reports in fall, few were reported during winter also, none east 
of the Panhandle. 

White-winged Crossbill: The birds that appeared at a Norfolk cemetery in Nov remained 
through the period; the best count was seven on 22 Feb, including four females (DH). The only 
reports elsewhere were a female at a Bellevue feeder 7 to 10 Dec (BP, LP) and two at Wyuka 
Cem, Lincoln, 3 Jan (LE). 

Common Redpoll: These birds were fairly widespread, with reports south as far as Superior, 
where one attended a feeder throughout Feb (B). Best counts were 50 west of Blair 8 Jan (B) and 
14 at L Minatare 7 Dec (SJD). Up to six were at a southwest Omaha feeder 18 to 24 Jan (JS, B). 
Pine Siskin: Numbers were average and reports widespread. Best counts were 125 at WHNC 19 
Jan (SJD) and 50 to 75 through the period at a Bellevue feeder (BP, LP). 

American Goldfinch: Best count was 200 at a Gibbon feeder 25 Jan (LR, RH). 

Evening Grosbeak: None were reported. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine. 


***** 

NEBRASKA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT FOR 1997 
STATEWIDE SUMMARY 

The official count period for the 98th National Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird 
Count was from December 19, 1997, 
to January 4, 1998. Data were 
reported from ten locations 
throughout Nebraska (Fig. 1). Table 
1 gives numeric data from the bird 
counts, with locations listed in 
alphabetical order. Unusual counts 
that were noted by the participants 
are in bold print. For counts of 
separate forms or subspecies, 
brackets are used to indicate that the 
entry is a part of the overall count 
given for the species. Counts also 
are given for identifications above the 
those birds not definitively identified at the species level. Such identifications do not contribute 
to the tallies of species and individuals from each site. Field notes, identifications made during 
the count period, but not on the count day, and lists of participants are given in the text below. 

Beaver Valley (BV) 

Site and Party Data: Boone Co.; center 4 mi W and 1.5 mi S of Petersburg; NW comer 
of Sec. 5, T21N, R7W; 41° 50' N 98° 10' W. 19 Dec., 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Temp. 30 to 40 °F; 
wind NW at 5 to 15 mph; partly cloudy; surface of still (lentic) water frozen, flowing (lotic) 
water not ice-covered; no snow cover. In field, five observers in two parties; one observer at 
feeders. Total party-hours 11; 67 party-miles. 3 h and 3 mi on foot; 5 h and 64 mi by car; 0 h 
owling. 



Figure 1: Locations of ten Nebraska sites 
participating in the 1997 Christmas Bird Count 

species level, such as “hawk sp.” These data include only 





























Table 1: 1997 Christmas Bird Counts for Ten Sites in Nebraska. 


Species 

Beaver 

Valley 

Calamus- 

Loup 

Branched 

Oak-Seward 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Lincoln 

Loup City 

North Platte 

Ponca State 

Park 

Scottsbluff 

Pied-billed Grebe 








2 



Eared Grebe 





1 



2 



American White Pelican 




11 







Double-crested Cormorant 



10 

19 







Great Blue Heron (blue form) 

1 


2 

2 

1 

1 




1 

Greater White-fronted Goose 











Snow Goose 



18 

1 

2 

6 





blue form 



[7] 



[3] 





white form- 



mi 



[3] 





Canada Goose 


1825 

3401 

3603 

2500 

1085 

800 

4642 


4845 

Wood Duck 




l 






l 

Green-winged Teal 


11 

31 

18 

1 


1 




Mallard 

3600 

10,094 

30,672 

14,565 

2071 

780 

2100 

16 


2710 

Northern Pintail 


40 

18 

6 


2 




2 

Northern Shoveler 


1 


3 

6 






Gadwall 



6 

7 

9 





9 

American Wigeon 



15 

4 







Lesser Scaup 



1 

5 







Common Goldeneye 


13 

174 

54 

10 

22 


62 

2 

71 

Bufflehead 



1 








Hooded Merganser 



1 

5 







Common Merganser 

- 


302 

48,000 


40 



2 


Red-breasted Merganser 




1 
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Table 1 (continued): 1997 Christmas Bird Counts for Ten Sites in Nebraska. 


Species 

Beaver 

Valley 

Calamus- 

Loup 

Branched 

Oak-Seward 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Lincoln 

Loup City 

North Platte 

Ponca State 

Park 

Scottsbluff 

Osprey 








1 



Bald Eagle 

6 

19 

3 

60 

10 

1 

5 

6 

5 

8 

adult 

[6] 

[18] 

[2] 

[27] 



[3] 



[1] 

immature 


[1] 

Ml 

[33] 


[1] 

[2] 



[6] 

unspecified 










[1] 

Northern Harrier 


1 


3 


1 


7 


2 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

2 





Cooper's Hawk 



2 

2 

1 


1 

1 



Northern Goshawk 







1 




accipter, sp. 






[1] 





Red-tailed Hawk 

5 

12 

48 

35 

16 

33 

6 

9 

3 

7 

Ferruginous Hawk 





2 



l 



Rough-legged Hawk 

2 

14 

1 

1 

4 

2 


2 

2 

3 

hawk, sp 






[5] 





Buteo, sp. 



[1] 








Golden Eagle 

1 adult 










American Kestrel 

3 

8 

10 

9 

5 

3 

1 

11 

1 

20 

Merlin 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

I 





Prairie Falcon 


2 


1 

1 






falcon, sp. 






[1] 





Ring-necked Pheasant 

10 

10 

22 

37 


10 

9 

21 

1 

20 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 


117 






25 



Sharp-tailed Grouse 


5 
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Table 1 (continued): 1997 Christinas Bird Counts for Ten Sites in Nebraska. 


Species 

Beaver 

Valley 

Calamus- 

Loup 

Branched 

Oak-Seward 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Lincoln 

Loup City 

North Platte 

Ponca State 

Park 

ScottsblufT 

Wild Turkey 


62 



103 





76 

Northern Bobwhite 

1 


21 


25 

2 


12 



Virginia Rail 

1 










American Coot 




27 

4 






Killdeer 






1 





Common Snipe 

2 

1 








1 

Ring-billed Gull 



328 

2067 

1 

28 




1 

Herring Gull 



50 

394 

1 

9 


90 



Thayer's Gull 




1 







Lesser Black-backed Gull 



1 








Glaucous Gull 


1 


3 







gull, sp. 



[60] 








Rock Dove 

2 

9 

55 

27 

30 

289 

11 

110 

16 

103 

Mourning Dove 



4 



139 





Eastern Screech-Owl 



6 

12 

1 

1 

2 




Great Homed Owl 

3 

2 

22 

14 

3 

7 

1 


1 


Barred Owl 



1 








Long-eared Owl 



1 








owl, sp. 






[2] 





Belted Kingfisher 

1 

4 

6 

3 

1 

6 

1 



3 

Red-headed Woodpecker 






1 





Red-bellied Woodpecker 

3 

2 

37 

20 

8 

14 


3 

2 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 


1 
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Table 1 (continued): 1997 Christmas Bird Counts for Ten Sites in Nebraska. 


Species 

Beaver 

Valley 

Calamus- 

Loup 

Branched 

Oak-Seward 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Lincoln 

Loup City 

North Platte 

Ponca State 

Park 

Scottsbluff 

Downy Woodpecker 

8 

24 

78 

39 

9 

72 

6 

3 

4 

6 

Hairy Woodpecker 

2 

3 

23 

5 

1 

11 

2 


1 

1 

Northern Flicker 

4 

41 

62 

16 

14 

6 

3 

12 


17 

yellow shafted 

[4] 


[35] 

[9] 


[4] 

[2] 



[2] 

red shafted 




[2] 



[11 



MJ 

unspecified 



[27] 

[5] 


[2] 




[14] 

Homed Lark 

30 


50 

97 

20 





147 

Blue Jay 


8 

119 

13 

44 

187 

3 

6 


36 

Black-billed Magpie 

5 

1 

2 

27 

14 


3 

2 


44 

American Crow 

85 

1004 

799 

520 

5 

548 

25 

62 

260 

47 

Black-capped Chickadee 

19 

70 

189 

164 

14 

167 

6 

6 

11 

48 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

3 

5 

12 

4 

21 

23 


3 


1 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

6 

3 

59 

33 

10 

42 

4 

2 

1 


Brown Creeper 



15 

3 


20 





Carolina Wren 






2 





Golden-crowned Kinglet 


2 




10 





Eastern Bluebird 



25 

15 





5 


Mountain Bluebird 








60 



Townsend's Solitaire 








1 

1 

3 

Hermit Thrush 



1 








American Robin 

47 

3598 

461 

604 

68 

35 

61 

908 

2 

6 

Northern Mockingbird 



1 








Cedar Waxwing 

51 

102 

193 

85 


38 


4 

25 
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Table 1 (continued): 1997 Christmas Bird Counts for Ten Sites in Nebraska. 


Species 

Beaver 

Valley 

Calamus- 

Loup 

Branched 

Oak-Seward 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Lincoln 

Loup City 

North Platte 

Ponca State 

Park 

Scottsbluff 

Northern Shrike 


7 

4 

1 

1 


2 

4 


1 

Loggerhead Shrike 






1 





European Starling 

60 

1389 

2722 

2390 

46 

1176 

400 

607 

20 

946 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 


2 









Northern Cardinal 


5 

79 

34 

30 

274 


5 



Eastern Towhee 



1 








Spotted Towhee 




1 

1 

4 





American Tree Sparrow 

22 

413 

613 

536 

217 

205 

91 

70 

22 

21 

Chipping Sparrow 






1 





Song Sparrow 


1 

17 

11 

1 

2 

3 



2 

White-throated Sparrow 






14 





White-crowned Sparrow 


1 


114 

1 

4 




15 

black-lored 




[92] 







gray-lored 




[22] 







Harris’ Sparrow 



11 

73 

2 

49 


2 



sparrow, sp. 



[23] 







[40] 

Dark-eyed Junco 

20 

224 

875 

272 

275 

649 

2 

52 

15 

32 

slate-colored 

[18] 


[120] 

[139] 


[2] 




[2] 

white-winged 











Oregon 

[2] 


[2] 

[4] 


[11] 




[9] 

pink-sided 




[6] 







unspecified 



[753] 

[120] 


[636] 




[21] 

Lapland Longspur 




58 
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Table 1 (continued): 1997 Christmas Bird Counts for Ten Sites in Nebraska. 


Species 

Beaver 

Valley 

Calamus- 

Loup 

Branched 

Oak-Seward 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Lincoln 

Loup City 

North Platte 

Ponca State 

Park 

Scottsbluff 

Red-winged Blackbird 

38 

131 

89 



95 

27 

18 


5838 

Western Meadowlark 



2 





30 


1 

meadowlark, sp. 



[6] 








Rusty Blackbird 




27 







Common Grackle 

3 


1 


2 

1 


13 



Brown-headed Cowbird 




1 







Purple Finch 



37 








House Finch 

24 

9 

147 

121 

74 

131 


74 


105 

Red Crossbill 










2 

White-winged Crossbill 






2 





Pine Siskin 



8 

6 

26 

67 

2 

16 


15 

American Goldfinch 

2 

447 

206 

186 

177 

83 

10 

209 


113 

House Sparrow 

120 

166 

186 

118 

351 

590 

47 

75 

5 

214 

Total Number of Species j 

36 

49 

66 

67 

» 1 

57 

31 

44 

23 

42 

Individuals Identified to Species | 

4191 

19912 | 

42366 

74600 

6243 

6995 

3636 

7267 

407 

15544 
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Observers: Wayne J. Mollhoff, compiler. Belle Esau, Mitzi Fox, Dave Heidt, Don 
Noecker, Duane Wolff. 

Comments: Compiler highlighted counts of Great Blue Heron (1), Merlin (1), and 
Virginia Rail (1). 

Branched Oak (BO) 

Site and Party Data: Seward Co.; center 0.5 mi SE of Garland; middle of Sec. 9, T1 IN, 
R4E; 40° 56* N 96° 59' W. 20 Dec., 5:00 AM to 5:30 PM. Temp. 28 to 38 °F; winds calm; clear; 
no snow cover; surface of still water partly open, flowing water partly ice-covered. In field, 12 
observers in seven to eight parties (non-owling); six observers at feeders. Total party-hours were 
66; 395.5 total party-miles; 36.25 h and 35.5 mi on foot; 29.75 h and 360 mi by car; 40 h at 
feeders; 4 h and 46 mi owling. 

Observers: Joseph Gubanyi, compiler. Russ Benedict, Terri Brown, John Dinan, 
Larry Einemann, Erin Huebschmann, Jeff Huebschmann, Karla Kaufman, Paul Kaufman, Kevin 
Poague, John Sullivan, Moni Usaz. 

Comments: Eastern Towhee identified by individual familiar with both Eastern and 
Spotted Towhees. “Mockingbird distinguished from shrikes by bill, tail length, behavior, and 
head patterns. It was distinguished from Townsend’s Solitaire by lack of white eye ring, 
behavior, and white patterning in tail and wings.” Counts noted by compiler include Common 
Grackle (1) and House Finch (147). A ruddy duck was observed during count week, but not on 
count day. 

Calamus-Loup (C) 

Site and Party Data: Loup and Garfield Cos. (primarily); center 7 mi W and 4 mi N of 
Burwell, NW comer of Sec. 5, T22N, R17W. Circle mostly in Loup and Garfield Counties. 27 
Dec., no times given. Environmental conditions not reported. In field, ten observers in one 
party; total party-hours and party-miles not given. 

Observers: Norma Brockmoller, compiler. Scott Buss, Joyce Borgelt, Robin Harding, 
Dave Heidt, Lanny Randolph, Jan Uttecht, Brant Wolff, Duane Wolff, Jerry Zimmerman. 

Comments: None. 

Harlan County (H) 

Site and Party Data: Harlan Co.; center 2 mi east of Alma, center of Section 26, 40° 6’ 
N 99° 19' W; circle including Harlan County Lake, Orleans, Republican City, and Huntley. 14 
Dec. (prior to official count period designated by the National Audubon Society), no times given. 
Temp. 30 to 55 °F; wind SW at 5 to 15 mph; surface of water 95% open. In field, six observers; 
36 total party-hours; 277 party-miles by car, 13 by foot. 

Observers: Joel Jorgensen, compiler. Robin Harding, Jerry Jorgensen, Lanny 
Randolph, John Sullivan, W. Ross Silcock. 

Comments: Two Greater White-fronted Goose were found during count week but not 
on count day. 

Kearney (K) 

Site and Party Data: Buffalo Co.; center 2 mi W. of Kearney; circle including Odessa 
Bridge to Bike Hike Bridge and roads on both sides of the Platte River. 20 Dec., 8:00 AM to 
5:00 PM. Temp. 30 °F; overcast; wind SSE at 5 to 10 mph. In field, 11 observers; five at 
feeders. 

Observers: Alice Rumery, compiler. George Brown, Marian Brown, Bill Dunn, Mark 
Humpert, Wes Kellogg, John Kozak, Brooke Levey, Richard Luehrs, Brian Moody, Ryne 
Moody, John Murphy, Lee and Delphine Sanks, Barbara Tebbel, Mark Urwiller. 

Comments: None. 
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Lincoln (L) 

Site and Party Data: Lancaster Co.; center at intersection of S. Coddington and West ‘A’ 
Streets, 40° 47' N 96° 42' W; circle including Pioneers Park, about 8 mi. in Wilderness Park, 
Lagoon Park, Yankee Hill Lk. and Connestoga Lk. areas, eastern half of Pawnee Lk., and Wyuka 
Cemetery. 3 Jan., 6:00 AM to 5:30 PM and 10:00 to 10:30 PM. Temp. 20 to 26 °F; cloudy; 
wind N at 26 mph; surface of water ice-covered. In field, 31 observers in 12 parties (non- 
owling); ten observers at feeders; 1.5 h and 8 mi owling. Total party-hours were 82; party-miles 
267; 57 hours and 58 mi on foot; 44 h at feeders; 25 h and 209 mi by car. 

Observers: Linda Brown, compiler. George Alexander, Irene Alexander, A1 Brown, 
Terry Brown, Lynn Darling, Kevin DeGarmo, Anne DeVries, Jackie Egan, Larry Einemann, 
Kathryn Gabig, Eric Gregory, Larry Fletcher, Peg Fletcher, Linnea Fredrickson, Nancy Hall, Sue 
Helzer, Susan Herrick, Paul Johnsgard, Amelia Kren, Josef Kren, Tim Knott, A1 Laukaitis, 
Thomas Labedz, Marilyn McNabb, Rosalind Morris, Evan Meyer, Geri Meyer, Jeff Meyer, 
Chuck Norby, Kevin Poague, Ken Reitan, Dick Rhodes, Ramona Rhodes, Roger Riss, Hazel 
Scheiber, Anne Tacha, Billie Tacha, Martha Tacha, Laurel Teton, Moni Usasz, and Diane West. 

Comments: No response to owling at Wilderness Park, although the wind had 
“howled.” Paul and Karla Kaufman called up an Eastern Screech Owl at Pawnee Lake late in 
evening. White-winged Crossbills were spotted by Larry Einemann at Wyuka Cemetery. The 
Chipping Sparrow was spotted by Josef Kren at Helen Boosalis Park (near the dump). 

Loup City (LC) 

Site and Party Data: Sherman Co.; center in Loup City, NW comer of Section 13, T15N, 
R15W; 41° 17' N 98° 59' W. 27 Dec., 7:45 AM to 4:45 PM. Temp. 21 to 45 °F; wind NW at 0 
to 20 mph; partly cloudy; surface of water not ice-covered; no snow cover. One party, one 
observer. In field, 2 h and 3 mi on foot; 7 h and 100 mi by car. 

Observer: Wayne J. Mollhoff, compiler. 

Comments: “One early heavy snow on 26 Oct.; otherwise, no blizzards or severe cold 
to account for low numbers. Count of Northen Goshawk (1) highlighted by compiler. 

North Platte (NP) 

Site and Party Data: Lincoln Co.; no official center given according to the rules of the 
National Audubon Society. 20 Dec., “all day”. Temp. 33 °F; foggy to clear. Total of nine 
observers in four cars. 

Observers: (members of the Tout Bird Club) W. Harold Cunningham, compiler. 
Ester Cunningham, Marie Evans, Greg Hoover, Beigt Somerholder, Carol Somerholder, Howard 
Wyman, and Wilma Wyman. 

Comments: None. 

Ponca State Park (P) 

Site and Party Data: Dixon and Dakota Counties; center at intersection of Missouri 
River and border between Dixon and Dakota Counties. 3 Jan; times not reported. Temp. 16 to 
19 °F; wind NW at 20-30 mph; overcast. In field, two observers in one party; total party-hours 
9.75; party-miles 80.5; 9 h and 80 mi by car and on foot; 0.75 h and 0.5 mi owling. 

Observers: Bill Huser, compiler. Richard Huser. 

Comments: “Abrupt weather change with strong, cold winds kept birds ‘hunkered’ 
down [and] difficult to find or detect. Townsend’s Solitaire - best bird.” 

Scottsbluff (S) 

Site and Party Data: Scotts Bluff Co.; center at intersection of county roads P and 20, 
1.75 miles SE of the Visitors’ Center of Scotts BluffNational Monument; 41° 51' N 103° 39' W. 
Circle includes cities of Gering and Scottsbluff, Wildcat Hills Nature Center, part of Carter 
Canyon, Scotts Bluff County Airport, and Robidoux Pass. 20 Dec; 7:15 AM to 4:00 PM. Temp. 
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13 to 39 °F; wind E at 5 to 12 mph; partly cloudy; surface of water not ice-covered; no snow 
cover. In field, 11 observers in two to three parties; zero observers at feeders; total party-hours 
20; party-miles 179.5; 1.75 h and 1.25 mi on foot; 18.25 h and 178.25 mi by car. 

Observers: Alice Kenitz, compiler. Sue Amiotte, Bob DeLara, Jennifer Gilbert, Kara 
Glenn, Karen Glenn, Helen Hughson, Mary Hunt, Kathy Larson, Brad McKinney, and Leona 
McMaster. 

Comments: Counts noted by compiler include American Kestrel (20) and Red-winged 
Blackbird (5838). 

***** 

A NOTE FROM THE NEW EDITORS 

Special thanks go to Dr. Rosiland Morris for her many years of service to the Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union, especially for her exceptional editorship of The Nebraska Bird Review. 
I can only hope that the journal will continue to reflect Rosiland’s attention to detail and her 
devotion to excellence. 

As the Newsletter noted, I am an Associate Professor of English at Peru State College 
and an enthusiastic birder here in Nebraska—and during the summer in Ripon, Wisconsin, where 
my family lives; my wife is an Associate Professor of French at Ripon College. When Betty 
Allen notified me that NOU Board had named me Editor, I asked my good friend Tom 
Klubertanz to work on the journal with me. Tom has been a faculty member at Peru State since 
1993, but now has accepted a new teaching position at the University of Wisconsin - Rock 
County starting this fall. Tom shares my enthusiasm for birds and has taught the undergraduate 
Ornithology course at Peru State. For this year, we will be sharing editorial responsibilities. 

Tom and I plan to make no major changes in The Nebraska Bird Review. We will 
appreciate, however, suggestions from members concerning things you would like us to do. In 
future issues, we hope to include on a regular basis both art work and black-and-white 
photography, so please send us material for consideration. With respect to articles, we ask that 
you continue to bear in mind that the journal has limited financial resources, so longer articles 
cannot be published on a regular basis; we presently consider creating a WWW page for longer 
articles and other things of special interest to NOU members. If possible, please send written 
work on disk; the college has excellent computer resources, allowing us to work with a variety 
of programs on Macintosh and IBM computers. While Tom and I prefer articles on disk, we 
will, of course, gladly accept written and typed articles. And people interested in doing book 
reviews for the journal, please contact us, for we hope to include reviews on a regular basis. 

Tom and I look forward to working with and serving you. Please send us your 
suggestions, advice, and ideas. 

Bill Clemente and Tom Klubertanz, Editors. 


***** 



Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, Inc. 
Bill Clemente, Editor 
Peru State College 
Peru, NE 68421 


Forward and Return Postage Guaranteed 
Address Correction Requested 


NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lincoln, NE 
Permit No. 756 


Table of Contents 

NOU Treasurer’s Annual Report.......... 

Nebraska’s First Curlew Sandpiper..... 

Addendum to G. M. Sutton Bibliography.. 

Mystery Duck at Sinninger Waterfowl Production Area. 

Bald Eagle Nest Monitoring-Nebraska, 1997. 

Winter Field Report, Dec 1997-Feb 1998... 

Nebraska Christmas Bird Count For 1997..... 

Note From The New Editors....... 


...2 

...3 

...3 

...4 

...5 

...6 

.18 

.27 
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December by the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, Inc., as its official journal, and is sent to 
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quarterly bird reports to Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, MARCH to MAY 1998 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 

Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St, Blair, NE 68008 

INTRODUCTION 

In most respects, this was a routine spring. While a few rarities and 
several interesting reports (see below) appeared, perhaps most interesting was the 
arrival of the electronic age. Foremost was the start-up of "NEBIRDS,” the 
Nebraska Birding Listserver set up and operated by Robert Price at Kearney. This 
resource should greatly enhance communication and collective learning amongst 
birders in the state. We have culled several reports from observations submitted to 
NEBIRDS, and several reporters now contact us by email. We urge observers to 
forward their email addresses; if we have questions on their reports, 
communication would be easy! Submit reports and comments to Ross Silcock by 
email at siicock9sidney.heartiand.net. We also gather sightings reported to the Nebraska 
Birdline, operated by Loren and Babs Padelford at Bellevue; these reports are 
placed on the Internet through BIRDCNTR, a service of the National Bird Hotline 
Cooperative. We should note here that this report contains unverified observations 
as well as documented observations. 

And now to the birds! Considerable discussion has taken place about a very 
"slow" warbler migration, "slow" for birders, meaning low numbers of birds. While 
this is true, most species were indeed found, although very low numbers were 
found of Magnolia, Black-throated Green, Blackburnian, and Wilson's Warblers, and 
those that were reported occurred rather late in the migration period. Usually when 
we do not see many migrating warblers it means they have made long, non-stop 
flights with beneficial tailwinds right over us to their breeding ranges. Much has 
been made of the scarcity of migrant warblers this spring in the eastern United 
States, with blame allocated to habitat loss in the tropical wintering ranges, to 
forest fragmentation in the breeding ranges (in particular with the result of 
allowing cowbird access to deep-woods birds), and to extensive smoke encountered 
while crossing the Gulf of Mexico. The smoke, from major fires in Mexico, may 
have contributed to a slower migration for some species, but we will have to be 
patient (a human generation or two?) to see what if anything is actually happening. 

Joel Jorgensen, who did weekly surveys of the eastern Rainwater Basin in 
April and May, gathered important shorebird data. These data are presented in the 
relevant shorebird species accounts. Although few early and late dates were set, a 
few amazing high counts occurred during the report period: for example, 39 Clark’s 
Grebes, 236 Horned Grebes, and 1,732 McCown’s Longspurs. Some interesting 
waterfowl appeared in the Rainwater Basin this spring, suggesting that scrutiny of 
the immense flocks can yield exciting discoveries; 2nd state Bean Goose, 2nd state 
Garganey, and even a Barnacle Goose, probably not a wild bird. Additional rarities 
of note included a 1st documented spring Red-throated Loon, 5th and 6th state 
Neotropic Cormorants, 4th nesting record White-faced Ibis, 3 Eurasian Wigeon, a 
3rd documented spring Surf Scoter, 4th state Ruff, 1st state Short-billed 
Dowitcher of the eastern subspecies Limnodromus griseus griseus, 10th and 11th 
individual Mew Gulls for the state, 1st May Glaucous Gull, nesting Eurasian 
Collared-Doves, a possible nesting population of Monk Parakeets, 6th southeast 
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Nebraska Say’s Phoebe, documented nesting Pinyon Jays south of Redington, at 
least 13 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers in the Panhandle, 2nd state Virginia's Warbler, 
10th spring Townsend's Warbler, 2nd spring Panhandle Prothonotary Warbler, 2 
Hooded Warblers, the lingering of an Omaha Black-throated Sparrow until 12 April, 
a photographed Baird’s Sparrow in York Co, and the 2nd Panhandle breeding record 
for Great-tailed Grackle. 

Read on and enjoy. And please forward your constructive criticism. 
ABBREVIATIONS 

= documentation provided; ad(s): adult(s); ADF: Arbor Day Farm; BOL: 
Branched Oak L; Cem: cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent L NWR; Co(s): County (ies); 
FF: Fontenelle Forest; FL: Funk Lagoon; HCR: Harlan Co Res; imm(s): 
immature(s); juv(s): juvenile(s); L: Lake; LM: L McConaughy; m. ob.: many 
observers; NC: Nature Center; NE: Nebraska; NM: National Monument; NNF: 
Nebraska National Forest; NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists! Union Records 
Committee; NPNWR: North Platte NWR; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; OPPD: 
Omaha Public Power Division; Res: Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin; SL: 
Sewage Lagoon(s); SP: State Park; SR A: State Recreation Area; WHNC: Wildcat 
Hills NC; WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area; WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl 
Production Area. 


GAZETTEER 

Arbor Day Farm: Nebraska City; Basswood Area: WMA, Dakota Co; 
Branched Oak L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Bruning L: WPA, Clay Co; Buckskin 
Hills: WMA, Dixon Co; Buffalo Creek: WMA, Bannerand Scotts Bluff Cos; 
Bufflehead Pond: WMA, Buffalo Co; Calamus Res: SRA, Garfield and Loup 
Cos; Carter Canyon: Scotts Bluff Co; Carter L: Omaha/Carter Lake, 
Nebraska/Iowa; Chadron SP: Dawes Co; Clear Creek Marshes: WMA, 
Keith-Garden Cos; Crescent L NWR: Garden Co; Crystal Cove L: South Sioux 
City; Cunningham L: Omaha, Douglas Co; Dead Timber: SRA, Dodge Co; 
DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; Enders Res: SRA, Chase Co; Facus Springs: 
WMA, Morrill Co; Fontenelle Forest: Bellevue, Sarpy Co; Funk Lagoon: WPA, 
Phelps Co; Gavin’s Point Dam: forms Lewis and Clark L, Knox and Cedar Cos; 
Gleason Lagoon: WPA, Kearney Co; Grandpa’s Steakhouse L: behind 
Grandpa’s Steakhouse, Kearney, Buffalo Co; Green Acres Basin: WPA, Clay Co; 
Griess Basin: WPA, Fillmore Co; Hansen Lagoon: WPA, Clay Co; Harlan Co 
Res: SRA, Harlan Co; Harvard Lagoon: (formerly Inland Lagoon) WPA, Clay Co; 
Holmes L: Lincoln, Lancaster Co; Jack Sinn Marsh: WMA, Lancaster and 
Saunders Cos; Jensen Lagoon: WPA, Kearney Co; Johnson Lagoon: WPA, 
Phelps Co; Johnson Res: SRA, Dawson and Gosper Cos; Keystone L: adjoins L 
Ogallala, Keith Co; Kingsley Dam: forms L McConaughy; L Alice: part of 
NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; L Babcock: Platte Co; Little Salt Fork Marsh: 
Lancaster Co; L McConaughy, Keith Co; L North: Platte Co; L Minatare: 
SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; L Ogallala: below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Louisville 
Lakes: SRA, Cass Co; Massie Lagoon: WPA, Clay Co; Moger Lagoon: WPA, 
Clay Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; Nathan’s Lake: southeast Washington Co; 
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Neale Woods: Douglas Co; North Hultine Basin (formerly Sandpiper): WPA, 
Clay Co; North Platte NWR: Scotts Bluff Co; Offutt (Air Force) Base L: 
Sarpy Co; Olive Creek L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co; 
Omadi Bend: WMA, Dakota Co; OPPD Wetlands: Otoe Co; Pawnee L: SRA, 
Lancaster Co; Pilger Area: SRA, Stanton Co; Pintail Marsh: WMA, Hamilton 
Co; Pioneers Park: Lincoln, Lancaster Cos; Rainwater Basin: region of 
natural wetlands in southcentral NE; Rock Creek L: SRA, Dundy Co; (Lillian 
Annette) Rowe Sanctuary: Kearney Co; Sacramento-Wilcox: WMA, Phelps 
Co; Sandhills: native grassland region in northcentral NE; Schramm SP: Sarpy 
Co; Scotts Bluff NM: Scotts Bluff Co; Sinninger Lagoon: WPA, York Co; 
South Kirkpatrick Basin: WMA, York Co; Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; 
Spikerush Basin: WMA, York Co; Stagecoach L: SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Standing Bear L: Omaha; Stateline Island: WMA, Scotts Bluff Co; Summit 
Res: SRA, Burt Co; Sutherland Res: SRA, WMA, Lincoln Co; Swan Creek 
Res: Saline Co; Taylor Ranch; northwest of Grand Island, Hall Co; Waco 
Basin: WPA, York Co; Wehrspann L: Omaha, Sarpy Co; Weis Lagoon: WPA, 
Fillmore Co; Wildcat Hills NC: Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; Wilkins 
Lagoon: WPA, Fillmore Co; Willow Creek L: SRA, Pierce Co; Winters Creek 
L: part of NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; Wolf L: Dodge and Saunders Cos; Wood Duck 
Area: WMA, Stanton Co; Wyuka Cem; Lincoln, Lancaster Cos; Yankee Hill L: 
SRA, Lancaster Co; Yellowbanks Area: WMA, Madison Co; Youngson Lagoon: 
WPA, Kearney Co; Zorinsky L: Omaha, Douglas Co. 

OBSERVERS 

Nebraska Birdline (B); Mark Brogie (MB), Creighton; Kathleen Crawford-Rose 
(KCR), Bellevue; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Fort Collins, CO; Larry Einemann 
(LE), Lincoln; Carol Falk (CF), Nebraska City; Laurence Falk (LF), Nebraska City; 
Ruth Green (RG), Bellevue; Joe Gubanyi (JG), Seward; John W. Hall (JWH), 
Omaha; Robin Harding (RH), Gibbon; David Heidt (DH), Norfolk; Thomas Hoffman 
(TH), Omaha; Helen K. Hughson (HKH), Mitchell; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux 
City; Jan Johnson (JJ), Wakefield; Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ), Blair; Alice Kenitz 
(AK), Gering; Clem N. Klaphake (CNK), Bellevue; Jim Kovanda (JK), Omaha; Sandy 
Kovanda (SK), Omaha; Sandy Lemmon (SL), Crawford; Gary Lingle (GL), Grand 
Island; Wayne Mollhoff (WM), Lincoln; Babs Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren 
Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Bill Parker (BP), Lincoln; Don Paseka (DP), Ames; Janis 
Paseka (J P), Ames; Kevin Poague (KP), Lincoln; Lanny Randolph (LR), Gibbon; Neal 
Ratzlaff (NR), Omaha; W. Ross Silcock (WRS), Tabor, IA; John Sullivan (JS), 
Lincoln; Mark Urwiller (MU), Kearney; Bruce Walgren (BW), Casper, WY; Donna 
Walgren (DW), Casper, WY; Gertrude Wood (GW), Elmwood. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Red-throated Loon: Only the 8th spring report, but the first documented, an 
adult in basic plumage was at LM on 8 May (*SJD). Of the previous 7 reports, the 
NOURC did not accept one, and the others occurred in the period 6 April-13 May. 
The only other westerly report was of one in Sheridan Co on 29 April, 1989 (Am. 
Birds 43:500). 
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Pacific Loon: No details were received on one at Zorinsky L on 3 April (NR); if 
documented, this sighting would be the first spring record of Pacific Loon for NE. 
Common Loon: Some 40 reported. Most migrants pass through eastern NE in 
April and early May, with later reports tending to be westerly, where summering 
birds are regular. Last in the east was at Pawnee L 9 May (JS), and best count in 
the east, 4 at Zorinsky L 5-9 April (NR), but 11 were at LM 14-15 May (SJD). One 
at LM, 5 April (SJD), was rather early for the west, while first in the east was 
also rather early, at Bufflehead Pond, 27 March (LR, RH). 

Pied-billed Grebe: The first, 2 at Wehrspann L 4 March (BP, LP), were rather 
early. Best count was 35 at Offutt Base L, 13 April (BP, LP). 

Horned Grebe: By far the best count known, 236 were at LM, 5 April (SJD), 
indicating peak migration. First were 2 at FL, 28 March (LR,RH), and last was one 
at L Ogallala, 9 May (SJD). 

Eared Grebe: An excellent count was 162 at Harvard Lagoon, 18 April (JGJ). 
First were 4 at Massie Lagoon (JS), one at FL (LR, RH), and at least one in Cass Co 
(GW) on 28 March, and last away from known breeding areas were 5 at Harvard 
Lagoon on 31 May (JS). 

Western Grebe: As many as 114 were at LM on the rather early date of 5 April 
(SJD), although many of these apparently wintered there. Peak at LM was 3,500 on 
2 May, a little lower than recent years (SJD). A Western-Clark's hybrid was at LM 
on 18 April and 2 appeared on 9 May (SJD). The only easterly report was 1 at 
Norfolk, 30 April-3 May (DH). 

Clark's Grebe: Farthest to the east was one at a very early date at BOL, 27 
March (JS). Also early was one at L Ogallala on 5 April (SJD)—these reports are 
the two earliest ever for NE. Best count was a record 39 at LM, 15 May (SJD), 
and 19 were there on 9 May (SJD). One was at Oliver Res as late as 16 May (SJD, 
JG). 

American White Pelican: Best counts were a record 1,400 at Wood Duck Area 
on 12 April (DH) and 500-1000 at Niobrara, Knox Co, on 19 April (JJ). 
Double-crested Cormorant: First were 60 at BOL on 26 March (JS), high 
count reached 450 at Holmes L, Lincoln, on 3 May (LE), and last away from known 
breeding areas was a single at Harvard Lagoon on 31 May (JS). 

Neotropic Cormorant: A portent of things to come, 2 were reported, the 5th 
and 6th records, all but one since 1992. One was at BOL with Double-crested 
Cormorants on the early date of 26 March (JS), and a one-year old was at 
Sutherland Res on 2 May (SJD). This species has now occurred in NE on 26 March-2 
October, usually with Double-crested Cormorants. 

American Bittern: This species is doing well in NE: some 20 were reported in 
the period of 17 April-31 May, including 2 in courtship flight at North Lakes Basin 
on 31 May (WRS, JS). Birds at other locations in the RWB where breeding has not 
been noted recently—but at dates suggestive of breeding activity-include 10 May 
nearTamora (JG), 16-17 May at FL (JGJ, MU), and 16 May at Griess Basin (JGJ). 
Best count was 3 at CLNWR on 15 May (SJD). 

Least Bittern: None reported. 

Great Blue Heron: The relatively new heronry at Alma had 37+ active nests on 
16 May (JGJ). 

Great Egret: This species was widely reported in the eastern half of the state, 2 
April-31 May, with high counts of 10 at both Niobrara, Knox Co, on 19 April (JJ) 
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and near Fremont on 8 May (DP). Casual in spring in the west, one was at Clear 
Creek Marshes, 9 May (SJD). 

Snowy Egret: About 8 reported, a normal spring. Earliest was one at Holmes L 
on the record early date of 10 April (LE, BPA). In contrast to Great Egret, Snowies 
tend to be westerly migrants in NE; about half the reports come from the western 
half of the state (where few birders reside). 

Little Blue Heron: Uncommon in spring, only 3 were reported: singles at Chet 
Ager NC, Lincoln, 2 May (B), in Clay Co., 15 May (JGJ), and an immature at 
Nathan's L, 19 May (B). 

Cattle Egret: Mostly ones and twos were reported in the period of 16 April-25 
May, but record early by 5 days was one in Dodge Co on 29 March (DP). Best count 
was only 6, at Niobrara on 19 April (JJ). 

Green Heron: Reports would have been routine, except for one which took over 
the fish pond at the observer's house on 11 May (JJ). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: As many as 30-40 were noted each weekend in 
the RWB, 18 April-1 May (JGJ). Earliest were 5 in Lancaster Co on 9 April (JS). 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Rare in spring, a sub-adult was at Griess Basin 
on 16 May (JGJ). 

White-faced Ibis: Third-earliest ever was one at Walgren L, 13 April (B). 
Uncommon in the east, singles were in Dodge Co on 2 May (B), at Wood Duck Area 
on 5-8 May (DH), 2 at Little Salt Fork Marsh on 7 May (JS), and 2 at Crystal Cove 
L on 11 May (BFH). Only a casual breeder in NE, with about 3 recent records, of 
interest was nest building underway at CLNWR on 15 May, with 3 birds in the area 
(SJD). 

Turkey Vulture: Routine report. 

Trumpeter Swan: Two wintering birds were still below Keystone Dam on 4 
March (B). An unmarked immature which wintered at Kiwanis Park, Omaha, was 
last seen on 21 March, although a flyover at Standing Bear L on 2 April may have 
been this bird (NR). Birds were noted in nesting areas on 25 April west of 
Merriman (B) and on 28 April in Grant Co (RG). 

Bean Goose: An incredible record, although the 2nd for Nebraska, was a single at 
FL on 4 April (SJD). A photo was obtained, and Dinsmore believes the bird to be of 
the eastern Siberian race Anser fabaiis middendorfi, as was the first record at 
DeSoto NWR, 29 Dec-10 Jan, 1984-85. This race is rarely kept in captivity. 
Greater White-fronted Goose: Best count was 4,000 at FL on 4 April (SJD). 
Rare in the west, a single was at L Ogallala, 4-15 May (SJD). A straggler was still 
at Massie Lagoon on 31 May (JS). 

Snow Goose: Best counts were 300,000 at HCR on 13 March (LR, RH) and 
250,000 at FL on 22 March (LR, RH). Excellent counts away from the RWB were 
10,000 in Dixon Co on 21 March (JJ), and 8000 at LM on 21 March (SJD). As 
many as 178 were still in the RWB on 31 May (JS, WRS). 

Ross' Goose: Best count was 93 at Clear Creek Marshes on 18 April (SJD, JS). 
Not all Ross' are with Snows; small groups of white geese often are Ross’. Such a 
group was 7 northwest of Spencer on 13 April (DH). There are 4 reports in all 
after 10 May, all from the RWB, including one this spring of 2 on 15 May at Great 
Little Marsh, 3 miles north of Greenwing WMA in Clay Co (JGJ). 

Barnacle Goose: Two reported. An adult was at Massie Lagoon with 12 small 
Canada Geese on 28 March-4 April (JS). This is the 3rd NE report of birds seen 
during migration periods; these birds are unlikely to be natural vagrants, but have 
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associated themselves with migrating Canada Geese. That the Massie Lagoon bird 
was unlikely to be wild would be especially true if it was the same goose seen at 
Harvard Lagoon on 9 May (JGJ) r a date when a wild bird would be most unexpected. 
Canada Goose: No large concentrations reported, although 3,000 were at FL on 
28 March (LR, RH). Most migrants through NE are medium to small-sized forms; 
several forms are involved. "At least 5 races" were observed in Kearney Co on 20 
March (RG), and a "Richardson's" Goose was at L Ogallala as late as 14-15 May 
(SJD). Young were noted at CLNWR on 9 May (BW, DW). 

Wood Duck: Two females and 20 recently-hatched downies were at Little Salt 
Fork Marsh on 30 May (LE). 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

American Black Duck: None reported. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: An excellent count was 30,000 on the ice at Youngson Lagoon 
on 1 6 March (LR, RH). 

Garganey: A mafe was at Wild Rose Ranch along the south side of the Platte River 
in southern Hall Co, 29 March-5 April (GL). This is the 2nd state record-the first, 
another male (possibly the same bird) 3 miles south of Kearney on 28 March 1997. 
The two sightings took place about 30 miles apart. 

Blue-winged Teal: Many arrived rather early, in late March, the earliest, were 
39 at Wehrspann L on 26 March (BP, LP). Best count was 155 at FL, 19 April (LR, 
RH). Hybrids with Cinnamon Teal were at Wild Rose Ranch on 6 April (JS) and on 21 
April at LaPlatte (BP, LP), an easterly location for at least some Cinnamon Teal 
genes, if not the entire bird! 

Cinnamon Teal: This species was well-reported, a total of about 35 birds. 
Earliest were rather early, singles in Kearney Co on 20 March (RG) and at FL on 28 
March (B). Best counts were 7 at CLNWR on 18 April (SJD, JS) and 3 pairs at 
Kiowa Springs, Scotts Bluff Co, on 17 May (SJD), a known breeding location. A 
single at Facus Springs on 15-18 May (NR, LR, RH) was at another known breeding 
location. To the east, other than the hybrid mentioned above, was one southwest of 
Elmwood on 1 April (GW). 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Gad wall: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Wigeon: In line with the pattern of recent years, at least one was 
noted in the RWB, a male molting somewhat late into alternate plumage at Moger 
Lagoon, 10 April (JS, WRS). Unexpected, however, were 2 other males at opposite 
ends of the state: one at Clear Creek Marshes on 2 May (SJD) and the other near 
Wood Duck Area on 28 March (DH). These are the 1 8th-20th NE spring reports. An 
"obvious" hybrid was at North Hultine Basin on 15 April (JGJ). 

American Wigeon: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: A good count for the RWB was 167 at Weis Lagoon on 4 April (JGJ). 
Redhead: A good count was 1,300 at Winters Creek L on 8 March (SJD). Breeding 
records are few in the RWB, and so the presence of 44 at Harvard Lagoon as late as 
31 May (JS, WRS) and a single at FL 28 May (JJ) were of interest. 

Ring-necked Duck: Rather late were 2 at Harvard Lagoon on 31 May (JS, WRS). 
Greater Scaup: Last noted were 2 at CLNWR on 18 April (SJD, JS). The only 
other reports were of 3 at Cunningham L on 15 April (JGJ) and 2 at BOL on 26 
March (JS). 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 
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Oldsquaw: An adult female lingered at L Ogallala until 15 April (SJD), a rather 
late date. No others were reported. 

Surf Scoter: Only the 8th spring report and 3rd documented, a Ist-spring male 
was at Keystone L, 8-15 May (SJD, JS, JG, WRS). The other documented records 
are also in May, 3 and 7 May. The 5 undocumented reports are in April; most are 
probably correct. 

White-winged Scoter: Only the 18th spring report, a female was at 
Cunningham L on 15 April (JGJ). 

Common Goldeneye: Last reported, except for an injured male at Keystone L on 
15 May (SJD), were 25 at BOL on 29 March (LE). 

Bufflehead: Routine reports. 

Hooded Merganser: Rare westward, a female-plumaged bird was at Hayes 
Center, Hayes Co, on 14 May (SJD). While several reports occurred in May, all 
were of female-plumaged birds; most of these birds probably were immature 
(prebreeding) males. No males were reported after 28 March (JJ), and there are 
no recent definite breeding records. 

Red-breasted Merganser: This spring was a good one for this species. Best 
count was a record 103 at L Ogallala on 18 April (SJD). Earliest were 3 at BOL on 5 
March (JS), and latest was a female still at L Ogallala on 15 May (SJD). Most 
reports are from the east, but the species appears to occur regularly in the LM 
area. Rare in spring elsewhere in the west, one appeared at Enders Res on 2 May 
(SJD). 

Common Merganser: Best count was 2,500 at LM, 21 March (SJD); spring 
counts are not as large as those in fail. Very late was a male on the Missouri River 
in extreme northeastern Douglas Co on 24 May (BP, LP). As has become the norm, 
19 remained at L Ogallala at the end of the period, including 9 alternate-plumaged 
males (SJD, WRS, JS); the reproductive status of these birds is not known. 

Ruddy Duck: Routine reports. 

Osprey: Routine reports. 

Mississippi Kite: Surprising was a single north of Mitchell, 30-31 May (Steve 
Kerr, AK). Four, 3 adults and a 1st summer bird, had returned to Ogallala, the only 
known breeding location, by 14 May (SJD). 

Bald Eagle: An excellent count was 275 at Carter L on 22 March (B). Last of the 
non-resident birds was in Dakota Co, 28 March (JJ), although an adult was noted at 
Ponca SP on 16 May; a nest across the Missouri River in South Dakota had been 
abandoned (BFH). An adult was at L Babcock on 2 May (JS); is there a breeding site 
nearby? A regular nesting site at L Alice was occupied again this year, with a pair 
noted on 17 May (BW, DW). 

Northern Harrier: Best counts were 12 in southern Cheyenne Co on 17 April 
(SJD) and 10 at FL on 4 April (SJD). Suggestive of nesting was a pair in courtship 
flight in Dakota Co on 29 March (BFH) and a single at FL as late as 25 May (LR, RH). 
Nesting can occur anywhere in the state. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper's Hawk: Nesting was underway at Chaleo Hills Recreation Area, Sarpy 
Co, 9-10 May (NR, JWH), and the observer was dive-bombed by a pair presumably 
nesting at Pioneer Park, Lincoln, in May (LE). Two at a windbreak near FL on 25 
May (LR, RH) were probably nesting. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One had returned to FF, 4 April (JS); this is the only 
breeding site known in NE. 
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Broad-winged Hawk: Reports were in the period 10 April-10 May, with a best 
count of 19 at FF on 5 May (BP,LP). Rare in the west, there were two reports, 
neither with details: two were in Dawes Co on 28 April (RG) and one was at Clear 
Creek Marshes on 9 May (BW,DW). One was kettling with gulls in Stanton Co, 25 
April (DH). 

Swainson's Hawk: Earliest were singles in Adams Co on 4 April (JGJ) and 
Lancaster Co the same day (LR, RH); the best count was an excellent 93 in the RWB 
on 18 April, including 23 roosting at Griess Basin (JGJ). 

Red-tailed Hawk: A good count was 19 in Dixon Co, 28 March (JJ). A fledgling 
was noted on 21 May at Towle Park in the heart of Omaha (NR), and another 
"fuzzy" in Adams Co on 26 April (LR, RH). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Last easterly bird was at Sacramento-Wilcox on 22 March 
(LR, RH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Last were singles in Kimball Co, 19 April (JS), and in Clay 
Co, an adult, 18 April (JGJ). Late-departing birds are usually immatures. Best 
count was 15 in Scotts Bluff Co, 11 of these at Kiowa Springs, on 8 March (SJD). 
Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: One was eating a live snake at FF on 4 April (JS), and 
another was on eggs at the Betsy Hancock Ranch in Cass Co the same day (JS). Best 
count was 14 in Dixon Co on 28 March (JJ). 

Merlin: Last was one of the race Falco columbarius columbarius in Clay Co, 9 May 
(JGJ). Most identified as subspecies are F. c. richardsonii, the last of which was 
noted in Kimball Co on 19 April (SJD, JS). Unexpected was a female of the very 
dark race F. c. suckleyi, sometimes known as "Black Merlin," photographed at 
Oliver Res on 5 April (SJD). This race breeds on the Pacific Coast, but has probably 
occurred in Colorado and was found on 15 Jan 1998 in Banner Co. 

Prairie Falcon: Last in the east was at Wood Duck on 29 March (DH), although 
another, reported without details, was seen far east of its summer range at FL on 
16 May (JJ). 

Peregrine Falcon: Migrants passed through as expected in the period 15 
April-14 May, including about 21 birds. As usual, most appear to follow shorebirds 
through the RWB. An excellent count of 9 was made on 24 April between the RWB 
and Sarpy Co (JS). 

Gray Partridge: There were 3 reports of 5 birds: 2 were 5 miles north and a 
half mile west of Ames, Dodge Co, on 27 April (DP); 2 were 3 miles north of 
Creighton, Knox Co, on 5 May (MB), and one was 6 miles east and 1 mile north of 
Creighton on 24 May (WRS, JS). 

Chukar: One seen in south Sioux Co on 4 April was thought to be from a flock 
released several years ago by Rick Kaan (HKH). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Best counts were 17 at the lek at Burchard L, 
Pawnee Co, on 10 April (B) and 16 males displaying at the lek on Taylor Ranch on 
14 March (JS). Singles were reported from habitat outposts near Rowe Sanctuary 
on 24 May (LR, RH) and 4 miles north of Heartwell on 3 May (LR, RH). 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: This species is now well-established in areas of Kimball 
Co, where it previously was absent; 17 were found at Oliver Res, 8 March (SJD). 
A single male continues to try to introduce his genes into the prairie-chicken pool at 
Taylor Ranch; he was displaying among the prairie-chickens there 14 March-4 
April (JS, B). 
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Wild Turkey: A good count was 83 below Keystone Dam, Keith Co, on 21 March 
(SJD). Turkeys are becoming more numerous in the Scotts Bluff Co area, appearing 
in strange places, such as residential areas in Gering (AK). 

Northern Bobwhite: One was noted at Blyburg Creek, Dakota Co, for the first 
time since the winter of 1996-97 (BFH). This species is well-established in the 
North Platte Valley as far as Wyoming; several were calling at Stateline Island on 
15-17 May (George Brown, WRS). 

King Rail: A recording of calls from birds that might be this species was made at 
Hormel Park, Fremont, on 21 May were submitted to the NOURC (DP). The observer 
was not positive of the identification, however. In spring, King Rails may appear 
anywhere in the state. 

Virginia Rail: Four spotted at Clear Creek Marshes on 21 March (SJD, JS) 
apparently wintered there; migrants usually arrive after mid-April. A few still 
present at Crystal Cove L at the end of the period likely were breeders (BFH). 
Breeding is rare in the south and the east. 

Sora: Earliest were 2 rather early on 18 April at Mansfield Marsh, near Crawford 
(SJD, JS), and another at FL the next day (LR, RH). Breeding is rare south of the 
Platte Valley, so the one at Waco Basin on 31 May (JS, WRS) was of interest. 
American Coot: High counts all better than the previous record high were 7,710 
in Lancaster Co, including 6,135 at BOL on 10 April (LE), 3,000 at Omadi Bend on 
28 March (BFH), and 2,400 at CLNWR on 8 April (SJD). 

Sandhill Crane: A pair at Harvard Lagoon on 25 April-16 May was suggestive of 
a breeding attempt (JGJ); these were large cranes, possibly "Greaters" (JGJ). A 
recently-increasing population using the Clear Creek Marshes area was represented 
by as many as 1,500 there on 5 April (SJD); only a single adult remained by 8 May 
(SJD). On 4 April, 225 were at Little L Alice, NPNWR (AK). No large counts were 
received from central NE. A good count for an easterly location was 170 over 
Niobrara on 10 April (BP, LP). An easterly straggler was at Wood Duck on 20-23 
April (DH). 

Whooping Crane: Only two reports, one of an adult which first appeared west of 
Doniphan on 15 Feb and which remained until 28 April (B), a juvenile southwest of 
Crane Meadows NC in Hall Co on 28 March-28 April (JS, B), and another of a bird 
north of the Alda exit on 1-80 on 14 March (B). 

Black-bellied Plover: High count was 73 in the RWB, 15-16 May (JGJ); the 
highest 3 counts for this species are in the period 15-19 May. The only other 
reports were of at least one in Cass Co on 18 April (GW), 2 at South Kirkpatrick 
Basin on 19 April (JGJ) and 10 north of Green Acres Basin on 14 May (JS). 
American Golden-Plover: In the RWB, Jorgensen found a total of 320 in the 
period 4 April-16 May, peaking at 113 birds 9-10 May (JGJ). Last was an 
altemate-plumaged bird at Wood Duck on 18 May (DH). 

Snowy Plover: Jorgensen has found this species in the RWB each year in recent 
years; this year's contribution was a mile north of Green Acres Basin on 25 April 
(*JGJ, JS). No others were reported. 

Semipalmated Plover: Earliest were 2 in the RWB on 11 April (JGJ); best 
count 210 on 1-2 May (JGJ), and the latest one in Phelps Co on 17 May (MU). 
Uncommon westward, 21 was a good count north of Antioch on 15 May (SJD). 
Piping Plover: Earliest were 7 at the Kingsley Dam breeding site on 18 April 
(SJD); by 14 May, 4 nests were underway (SJD). At least 2 were at the breeding 
site at Niobrara by 19 April (JJ). Jorgensen found a total of 8 in the RWB, 7 of 
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those 1-2 May and the other 9-10 May (JGJ). Breeding is unrecorded in the RWB. 
Westerly was one at Enders Res on 2 May (SJD). 

Kill deer: Jorgensen found 201-297 each weekend from 4 April-16 May in the 
RWB, and 3 downy young were at Bruning L on 9 May (JGJ). A good count of 112 
was made in Dixon Co, 1 April (JJ). 

Mountain Plover: Up to 5 were found southwest of the Kimball airport from 17 
April on (SJD, LR, RH, JS,JG); a nest scrape was being made on 16 May 7 miles 
south of Kimball (SJD, JS). Two were southeast of Sidney on 17 April (SJD), one 
of the very few reports east of Kimball Co. 

Black-necked Stilt: The only reports away from the regular location along 
Highway 2 in Sheridan Co were of a single at Weis Lagoon on 9 May (JGJ) and 2 at 
the Scottsbluff SL on 13 May (AK). As many as 5 were along Highway 2 at mile 
Marker 106 on 15 May (SJD). 

American Avocet: Avocets occurred eastward in good numbers: 62 in Dakota 
Co on 26 April (BFH), 43 in Lancaster Co on 3 May (LE), 36 at Willow Creek L on 13 
April (DH), and 9 in Otoe Co on 26 April (CF, LF). Best counts statewide were 117 
in the RWB on 1 May (JGJ) and 69 at Clear Creek Marshes on 2 May (SJD). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Best counts were 65 in the RWB on 11 April (JGJ) and 65 
at the Minden 1-80 exit on 16 April (LR, RH). Reports occurred between 2 April 
(BP, LP, JS) and 14 May (JJ). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Best counts were 812 in the RWB, 24-25 April (JGJ), 260 
there 1-2 May (JGJ), and 200 at Clear Creek Marshes on 2 May (SJD). Jorgensen 
recorded a total of 1,524 in the RWB in the period 4 April-1 6 May. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Reports came in the period 16 April (LR, RH)-9 May (JGJ, 
BW, DW). 

Wi I let: Jorgensen counted 110 in the RWB between 18 April and 16 May; the best 
count was 70 on 25-26 April (JGJ). Good counts for the east were 65 at Jack Sinn 
Marsh on 25 April (LE), 30 in Dixon Co on 5 May (JJ), and one in Cass Co on 18 
April (GW). Two in extreme west Knox Co on 25 May were in suitable breeding 
habitat, but far east of the usual breeding range (WRS, JS), and one was rather late 
at BOL on 30 May (LE). Migrants normally pass through by 20 May. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Jorgensen counted a total of 35 in the RWB--the most, 25 
on 9-10 May (JGJ). 

Upland Sandpiper: Best counts were 17 in the RWB on 15 May (JGJ); a total of 
41 there on 24 April-16 May (JGJ), 12 at Valentine NWR on 10 May (LF, CF), and 
11 near Keystone on 9 May (SJD). 

Whimbrel: The 5-6 birds reported were slightly ahead of peak migration, usually 
10-24 May. Singles were noted near Keystone on 2, 9, and 14 May (SJD), near the 
Dismal River Campground on 10 May (*RG), and 3 were at Sutherland Res on 14 
May (*SJD). 

Long-billed Curlew: A large concentration for the date, when birds are usually 
on territories, was 26 at L Ogallala, 2 May (SJD). Eight birds, including 2 on nests, 
were near Keystone on 9 May (SJD). One was calling in suitable breeding habitat 
south of Exit 1 on 1-80 on 9 May (SJD); breeding records in the area are lacking. 
Hudsonian Godwit: A total of 169, rather low, was recorded in the RWB 18 
April (B)-10 May (LF, CF); best count was 93 on 18-19 April, including 46 at 
Kirkpatrick Basin on 26 April (JGJ). Reports occurred between 16 April through 4 
May, with none, as expected, west of the RWB. 
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Marbled Godwit: Best counts were modest: 17 in the RWB, 24-25 April (JGJ), 
and 11 near the Minden exit on 1-80, 16 April (LR, RH). Rare in the east, one was in 
Dakota Co on 23 April (BFH), and 2 were at Scribner on 16 May (DP), the last 
reported. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Only 5 reported. One was photographed (and posted to the 
observer's Web Site!) at FL on 17 May (MU), 3 were at L Babcock on 25 May (WRS, 
JS), and 1 was rather late at Wilkins Lagoon on 31 May (JS, WRS). 

Sanderling: Best count was 14 at Sutherland Res, 8 May (SJD). Reports 
occurred between 2 and 31 May, the latter a banded individual (right leg yellow 
over dark green) at Harvard Lagoon (JS, WRS). At this writing, we have not been 
able to determine its provenance. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Jorgensen counted an excellent 2,642 in the RWB 
between 18 April and 16 May. Migrants were still being observed at the end of the 
period, however; 60 were in the RWB on 31 May (JS, WRS). Best counts were 
1,354 on 1-2 May (JGJ), 227 north of Antioch on 15 May (SJD, JS), and 140 on 2 
May at Clear Creek Marshes (SJD), the latter excellent westerly counts. Earliest 
were noted on 18 April (SJD, JGJ). 

Western Sandpiper: This species is only a rare migrant in the Great Plains in 
spring and should be identified with care. There are few documented spring reports 
for NE. Most migrate up the Pacific Coast in late April. A note of advice from an 
East-Coast observer stated that "If having difficulty separating a bird from 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, it's not a Western.” Westerns in spring resemble 
miniature Dunlin, with a reddish cast to the upperparts and a long, droopy bill. This 
spring, reports were in the expected period, 18 April (JGJ)-25 May (LR, RH), with 
the best count of 11 at Clear Creek Marshes on 9 May (SJD). Rather late was one 
northwest of Heartwell on 25 May (LR, RH). 

Least Sandpiper: A total of 603 were found in the RWB, 18 April-16 May, 
peaking at 361 on 9-10 May (JGJ). Best westerly count was 40 at Clear Creek 
Marshes on 8 May (SJD). Reports were between 18 April (JGJ, SJD) and 30 May 
(LE). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: This species migrates through the RWB in large 
numbers. Jorgensen found a total of 3,304, including a peak count of 1,725 on 9 
May (JGJ), the most numerous species this spring. A late migrant, the first were 
rather early, 6 in the RWB on 24 April (JGJ); the earliest documented record is 19 
April. It was still numerous at the end of the period, with 385 counted in the RWB 
on 31 May (JS, WRS). Best westerly count was 123 north of Antioch, 15 May 
(SJD). 

Baird's Sandpiper: In contrast to White-rumped Sandpiper, this species is an 
early migrant; first were 8 at Kirkpatrick Basin on 29 March (B). Jorgensen found 
1,619 in the RWB on 4 April-16 May, with the best count of 557 on 1-2 May. A 
few remained into June, but it is far less numerous at that time than 
White-rumped; 24 were counted in the RWB on 31 May (JS, WRS). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: This was a good spring for this species, which is 
sometimes not very numerous in spring; Jorgensen found 1,492 in the RWB on 11 
April-16 May-best counts, 506 on 1-2 May and 480 on 9-10 May. Rare in the 
west, only a single was reported west of the RWB, at Clear Creek Marshes on 2 
May (SJD). 

Dunlin: Only an uncommon migrant in NE, a good total of about 67 birds was 
reported, including 46 on 9 May in the RWB (JGJ). Earliest were 2 in the RWB on 
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24 April (JGJ), and 3 were at Wilkins Lagoon on 31 May (JS). Also rare westward, 
none was reported west of the RWB. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Another common RWB migrant, Jorgensen found 1,058 in all, 
927 of them on 15-16 May, 265 of these at Jensen Lagoon on 16 May (JGJ). Best 
single day count was 339 in the Lakeside-Antioch area, Sheridan Co, on 15 May 
(SJD). Rather late were one near Heartwell, Kearney Co, on 28 May (LR, RH), 4 in 
Lancaster Co on 29 May (JS), and 6 in Lancaster Co on 30 May (LE). 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: As expected, migrants were restricted to their 
narrow eastern RWB spring route. Jorgensen reported a total of 166, 99 on 15-16 
May, 52 of these at Wilkins Lagoon on 15 May, and 67 on 9-10 May. No others 
were reported. 

Ruff: Nebraska's 4th record, 3rd for spring, was a female in extreme north 
eastern Antelope Co on 9 April (*MB). Photos showed the brightly-colored legs, 
typical of this species, in this case, orange. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Data on movements are limited, especially 
documented early records for this late-migrating species. Jorgensen documented a 
basic-plumaged individual by its diagnostic yellowlegs-like call notes at Wilkins 
Lagoon on 25 April, an early record. Another was reported at the Minden 1-80 exit 
on 19 April, but without details. A 1st state record of the eastern subspecies 
Limnodromus griseus griseus was an adult photographed by Jorgensen north of 
Bradshaw on 2 May; it was described, among other details, as colored "very 
differently" from Short-bills of the expected central race L g. hendersoni (*JGJ). 
Jorgensen found only 15 during his spring survey in the RWB, singles on 25 April 
and on 2 May, 10 on 9-10 May, and 4 on 15-16 May. The only others reported 
were singles on 3 May in Lancaster Co, without details (LE), 6-8 May in Dixon Co, 
without details (JJ), and 3 at Little Salt Fork Marsh on 8 May (*JS), and one there 
on 16 May, without details (LE). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Jorgensen found 1,783 of this common migrant in the 
RWB on 4 April-16 May, with a peak count 1,152 of on 1 May (JGJ). Best 
single-location count was 323 at Wilkins Lagoon on 23 April (JS). Earliest were 
singles at Gleason Lagoon (SJD) and near Hastings, Adams Co, (BP, LP) on 4 April. 
Last were 100 north of Fremont, Dodge Co, on 1 2 May (DP). 

Common Snipe: No concentrations were noted. Migrants were reported, 26 
March (DH)-10 May (LE). May reports may be of late migrants or indicative of 
breeding; winnowing birds were west of Lodgepole, Cheyenne Co, on 8 May (SJD) 
and at Clear Creek Marshes on 9 May (BW, DW). 

American Woodcock: Very early (but see Winter Report!) were a single at Wood 
Duck on 4 March, at a location where 2 were displaying later (DH), and as many as 
8 at B0L the next day (JS). The westerly outpost in Kearney Co was occupied again 
by at least one bird on 13 March (LR, RH). 

Wilson’s Ph ala rope: A common spring migrant, 2,756 were counted in the RWB 
by Jorgensen, 8 April through 31 May; over 700 were noted on 3 different 
weekends (JGJ). Best single location count was 568 near Hayes Center, Hayes Co, 
on 2 May (SJD). Breeding probably occurs at Harvard Lagoon, where 4 were still 
present on 31 May (JS, WRS). 

Red-necked Phalarope: The only reports were a good count of 54 north of 
Antioch, Sheridan Co, on 15 May (SJD) and 2 near Lakeside, Sheridan Co, the same 
day (JS). 

Franklin’s Gull: Best count was a modest 300 at Sutherland Res on 2 May (SJD). 
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Bonaparte's Gull: Best count was a record 465 at LM on 18 April (SJD). 

Mew Gull: Rapidly becoming a regular species at LM, 2 were found this spring: a 
basic-plumaged adult on 21 March (SJD) and an adult on 18-19 April (SJD, JS). 
These are the 10th and 11th individuals to date, all in the period 1 Dec-11 May. 
Only one record is not from LM. 

Ring-billed Gull: Best count was 2,200 in the LM area, 21 March (SJD). 
California Gull: Migrants arrive in April, and the 11 birds at LM, 21 March 
(SJD), probably wintered (see Winter Report). Subsequently few were noted: 1-2 
adults were in the L Ogallala area on 18 April-15 May (JS, SJD). Reports away 
from LM are few, but more likely in spring than other seasons. Surprisingly far to 
the east was an adult at BOL on 30 April (JS); one was sighted south of Antioch, 
Sheridan Co, on 9 May (BW, DW), and an adult was at Sutherland Res on 14 May 
(SJD). 

Herring Gull: Migrants essentially cleared the LM area by mid-April (SJD), 
although a single remained until 15 May (SJD), and another was at Sutherland Res 
until 14 May (SJD). Most May birds are immatures, as was a 1st summer 
individual at Swanson Res, Hitchkock Co, 14 May (SJD). 

Thayer's Gull: An amazing 20 or so birds wintered at LM (see Winter Report); 
15 were still present on 4 March (SJD), and two 1st winter birds were still there 
on 18 April (JS). None reported elsewhere. 

Iceland Gull: An adult at LM (see Winter Report) remained until 4 March (B). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Two adults at LM (see Winter Report) remained 
until 5 April (*SJD) and one of the 2nd-winter birds present in winter (see Winter 
Report) was reportedly still present on 16 March (B), although no details were 
provided. 

Glaucous Gull: Seven, including a remarkable 3 adults, were still at LM on 21 
March (SJD); only 2 adults were noted in late Feb (see Winter Report). Record late 
was a worn 1st alternate bird at Sutherland Res on 2 May (SJD). This is the first 
May record for this species in NE. As wintering numbers continue to show 
spectacular increases, such records can be expected in the future. 

Great Black-backed Gull: There were 2 reports, neither with details: a 1st 
winter bird at L Ogallala on 16 March (B), and one east of Niobrara, Knox Co, on 25 
March (B). 

Caspian Tern: Only 3 reported, in Cass Co on 4 May (GW), at Pawnee L on 10 
May (LE), and at Sutherland Res on 14 May (SJD). 

Common Tern: Only one reported, an altemate-plumaged adult at L Babcock on 
25 May (WRS, JS). 

Forster's Tern: Best counts were 85 at L Ogallala on 9 May (SJD) and 10 along 
the Missouri River in Dakota Co the same day (BFH). 

Least Tern: Earliest was in Cass Co on 2 May (GW). All reports for the period 
were from the Platte River, west to the Kearney area. 

Black Tern: Large numbers did not appear until the end of May; 230 were in the 
RWB on 31 May (JS, WRS), and 60 were at CLNWR on 15 May (SJD). Earliest were 
2 at Wood Duck on 4 May (DH). 

Rock Dove: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: This species appears to have begun a major expansion 
into NE. Thanks to Lanny Randolph and Robin Harding, their presence in southcentral 
NE is well recorded. The single bird which wintered at Shelton, the state's first, 
was last reported on 7 April (Marty Mathieson, fide LR, RH), about the same time 
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as a pair carrying nest material was noted at the Roger and Marilyn Newcomb 
residence in Kearney on 22 April; this pair nested and had fledged 2 young by 19 
May. As of this writing, it appears that a second brood is on the way. 

Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 

Monk Parakeet: Jan Paseka observed Monk Parakeets at Freedom Park, Omaha, 
early this spring. The writer and Jim and Sandy Kovanda checked Freedom Park on 
10 May and found 2 birds. The park attendants stated that 1-2 birds had been 
present for several years, and that 2 nests were under construction this year. 
Interestingly, the birds depart in winter "when it gets cold" and return late 
April-early May. They are also difficult to find during the day when the public is 
present. This is the first report of this species in NE since the 1970's. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The few reports, of 5 birds, were from the southeast, 
beginning on 14 May with 2 at ADF (LF, CF). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Earliest were one at ADF on 12 May (LF, CF) and 4 at 
Schramm Park the same day (JS). First in the west was in south Sioux Co on 30 
May (HKH). 

Barn Owl: The reliable nesting location just north of Clear Creek Marshes was 
occupied by 2 birds on 5 April (SJD). A report from Pierce Co on 9 April without 
details (B) is from an area of the state where there have been few reports. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: An adult with a well-grown fledgling was at Wyuka Cem on 9 
May (LE). 

Burrowing Owl: Earliest and best count was 11 in southeast Cheyenne Co,17 
April (SJD). Easternmost were 3 near Harvard, Clay Co (JGJ). 

Barred Owl: Near the western edge of the breeding range, 2 young were seen at 
Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 19 May (KP); adults were seen there on 10 and 23 
May (LE). 

Long-eared Owl: None reported. 

Short-eared Owl: None reported. 

Northern Saw-Whet Owl: None reported. 

Common Nighthawk: Most reports were from the east, the earliest on 8 May in 
Lancaster Co (JS); none reported from the west until 29 May south of Gering, 
Scotts Bluff Co (AK). 

Common Poorwill: Amazingly, one with a broken wing was found in Lincoln, at 
the eastern edge of the migration route, on the record early date of 14 April (JS); 
prior earliest dates were 18 and 24 April. The bird was sent to Tom Labedz at the 
State Museum. Elsewhere, the only report was of calling birds in West Ash Canyon, 
Dawes Co, on 1 5 May (WM). 

Chuck-will's-widow: The only report was also record early: one at Wolf L area 
in north Saunders Co on 2 May (TH), a regular breeding location for this species 
with a patchy distribution. 

Whip-poor-will: Not a record, but rather early were 3 at FF on 25 April (B). 
Three were 4 miles north of Creighton, Knox Co, on 9 May (DH); migrants are not 
often reported west of the counties along the Missouri Valley. 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift: Tying the record early date was a single at Scotts Bluff 
NM on 19 April (SJD, JS); a good count of 20 was made there on 17 May (SJD). 
One at Stage Hill Road in the Wildcat Hills on 16 May (SJD) was away from any 
known breeding site. 
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Routine reports. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Lewis’ Woodpecker: Not numerous in NE, one was reported in West Ash Canyon 
on 15 May (WM). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: This highly migratory woodpecker was a little late in 
arriving; first in areas where wintering does not take place were 2 in Dixon Co on 
6 May (JJ), one near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 7 May (LR, RH), one in eastern Cherry 
Co on 14 May (RG), and finally one in Scotts Bluff Co on 15 May (AK). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Only 4 were reported, all in April and from the 
east, about a normal spring. Singles were at Wehrspann L on 4 April (B), Rulo 
Bluffs, Richardson Co, on 12 April (JS), northeast of Ames, Dodge Co, on 16 April 
(DP), and at Wyuka Cem on 21 April (JS). 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: A "red-shafted" bird was at Laurel, Cedar Co, on 10 April 
(B), a late sighting for this bird in the east. Another, reported as a male 
"red-shafted," was at Walgren L, Sheridan Co, on 10 May (BW,DW), rather late for 
a pure "red-shafted" flicker. Most summer birds in the west are hybrids, or 
"salmon-shafted" flickers. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: First was at FF on 23 May (BP, LP). The only other 
report was of another at Schramm Park on 24 May (JS). 

Western Wood-Pewee: Rather far to the east and rather early was one at 
Valentine NWR on 10 May (LF, CF); no details were provided, however, on what can 
be a difficult identification. Reports from this area are not unprecedented, but none 
is documented. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: First was in Cass Co on 8 May (GW). One was reported 
west of Wolf L on 24 May (TH). 

Acadian Flycatcher: The only report was of one somewhat northerly at Neale 
Woods on 19 May throughout the period (JS). 

Alder Flycatcher: All reports were, as expected, from the east, first a single 
near Allen, Dixon Co, on 17 May (JJ). One still singing at ADF on 25 May was the 
last reported (LF, CF). 

Willow Flycatcher: Earliest was one identified by calls at Wood Duck on 8 May 
(DH), rather early, and one was assumed to be this species rather than Least by its 
small head, on 5 May near Gibbon in Buffalo Co (LR, RH). In the west, first was at 
Rock Creek L on 14 May (SJD). Best count was 4 at Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May 
(LR, RH). 

Least Flycatcher: There were numerous reports, west to L Ogallala, in the 
period 5-31 May; they were "everywhere" around Seward, Seward Co, on 22 May 
(JG), and 3 were at Schramm Park on 20 May (JS), indicating peak movement. 
Cordilleran Flycatcher: None reported. 

Eastern Phoebe: Earliest was one in the observer’s Bellevue yard, Sarpy Co, on 
25 March (BP, LP). Uncommon in the west during migration, only two were 
reported, at Clear Creek Marshes on 18 April (SJD). 

Say's Phoebe: Although uncommon as far east as Kearney Co, the first NE 
sighting occurred there on 29 March (B). A much rarer occurrence was one 
"ticked" in Lancaster and Saunders Counties as it flew from one to the other near 
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Jack Sinn Marsh on 18 April (NR). This sighting is only about the 6th southeast of 
Polk Co. Best count was 11 south of Exit 1 on 1-80, Kimball Co, on 8 May (SJD). 
Great Crested Flycatcher: First was in Cass Co on 4 May (GW). Most 
westerly was one at Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May (LR, RH). 

Cassin's Kingbird: The only reports came from breeding locations: 2 south of 
Exit 1 on 1-80, Kimball Co, on 8 May (SJD), 3 in Long Canyon on 17 May (JGJ), and 
6 in the canyon south of Redington on 14 May (AK). There are only 4 reports of 
spring migrants east of the breeding range. 

Western Kingbird: First was in Cass Co on 29 April (GW), and, in the west, 
singles at Enders Res and Swanson Res, 2 May (SJD). Best count was 8 at FL on 16 
May (JJ). 

Eastern Kingbird: First was at Wolf L on 5 April (TH), and in the west, at Clear 
Creek Marshes on 8 May (SJD). 

Scissor-taiied Flycatcher: A great find during the NOU Spring Meeting at 
Scottsbluff was one a mile north of the Scotts Bluff Co line in Sioux Co, 17-19 May 
(Neva Pruess fide AK, HKH, m. ob.). Only about 25 spring sightings for this species 
have been reported. 

Horned Lark: Best count was 1,830 in Scotts Bluff Co on 8 March (SJD). 

Purple Martin: Earliest were 1-2 in South Sioux City on 10 April (BFH). 
Westerly was one at Hultine Basin on 15 April (JGJ). 

Tree Swallow: Earliest, and best count, was 60 at BOL on 26 March (JS), a 
rather early date, followed by 4 at Wehrspann L on 29 March (BP, LP). Another 
good count was 50 at Niobrara on 19 April (JJ). Increasing in recent years 
westward, 1-4 were noted at Walgren L on 10 May (BW, DW) and at Winters Creek 
L on 17 May (BW, DW). 

Violet-green Swallow: The only reports were of one at Scotts Bluff NM on 9 
May (SJD) and another there on 16 May (LR, RH). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Earliest was a single at Wood Duck on 5 
April (DH). 

Bank Swallow: Earliest was at Wolf L on 25 April (TH), and the best count a 
colony of 30 at Yellowbanks Area, 6 May (DH). In the west, earliest were 4 at 
Walgren L, 10 May (BW, DW). 

Cliff Swallow: Earliest was one at L Ogallala on 18 April (SJD) and the best 
count was 2,000 there on 9 May (SJD). 

Barn Swallow: Earliest were singles at Neale Woods (B) and at FL (B), both on 
1 2 April. 

Stelier's Jay: One was reported at Carter Canyon on 16 April (B), but no details 
were forthcoming. None reported during the winter, although 2 were present in the 
winter of 1996-97. 

Blue Jay: A good count was 60 at Kenesaw, 26 April (LR, RH). 

Pinyon Jay: These birds are difficult to locate when nesting, but flocks of 5-75 
were noted in western Morrill Co on 15-17 May (WM, AK, LR, RH), including young 
of the year; 2 used nests were located, one of these probably used this year (WM). 
In the Black Hills, dependent young have been seen as early as mid-April 
(Johnsgard, 1979: Birds of the Great Plains). 

Black-billed Magpie: An easterly nest was found south of Norfolk in Madison 
Co, 29 March; 3-5 adults were in the area (DH). Nesting occurs regularly east to 
Dakota, Saunders, and Clay Cos. 
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American Crow: Rather gruesome, but normal for this omnivorous species, was 
the sight of 100 birds eating dead geese at FL, 20-22 March (DH, LR, RH). 
Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Last were in the southeast, far from known breeding 
areas: one was at the observers’ Bellevue feeder, Sarpy Co, until 5 May (BP, LP), 
and another was at Nebraska City, Otoe Co, until 30 April (LF, CF). 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper: Last in non-breeding locations was one in north Lancaster Co on 
10 April (LE). There were 3 reports of this rare breeder in breeding locations: 4 at 
Chadron SP on 18 April (SJD) may have been migrants, but the species is rare 
there in summer; at the most dependable breeding location, FF, 2 were feeding 
together on 28 April and seen again on the same tree on 2 May (BP, LP); and one 
was singing at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, 24 May (BP, LP). 

Rock Wren: First was rather early at Scottsbluff NM on 18 April (JS,SJD). 
Carolina Wren: The current range was outlined by the reports, which were 
north and west to Schramm SP (JG, JWH); it seems that numbers have declined 
somewhat from those of recent years, although 4 were at Pioneers Park on 16 May 
(LE). 

House Wren: Earliest was at ADF on 17 April (LF, CF), about on schedule. 

Winter Wren: The 4 birds reported were migrants in the period 3-19 April, all in 
the Missouri River Valley (B). 

Sedge Wren: Earliest was one at Arbor L, Lancaster Co, on 10 May (LE), and 2 
were in a Dodge Co pasture on 16 May; they still sang there on 31 May (DP). One 
that appeared at Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 12 May was still present on 31 May (LR, 
RH). Breeding in June is not common; and most birds move through in spring. Most 
breeding in Nebraska occurs in Juty-September. As expected, none was reported 
west of Gibbon. 

Marsh Wren: This species winters at a few known localities in the North Platte 
Valley; the 3 at Kiowa Springs on 8 March were in this category (SJD). Few 
arrivals of summering birds were reported; the one in Dakota Co on 9 May was 
probably a migrant (BFH). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Few were reported; last in Cass Co, 12 April (GW). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports occurred in the period from 3 April at FF (B) 
and Wood Duck (DH) through 10 May at Wehrspann L (JWH). Uncommon in the west, 
singles were at Clear Creek Marshes on 5 April and 9 May (SJD). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Earliest in the east were at FF on 14 April (B) and as 
far north as Hoskins on 16 April (B). A few have occurred in recent years north to 
Dakota Co. Amazing numbers were discovered in the west; in recent years, single 
birds had been noted in the west Panhandle, but this spring no fewer than 13 were 
found. Five were north of Exit 1 on 1-80 at Oliver Res, and five more were south of 
Colton in Cheyenne Co, on the same 8 May (SJD). 5 were also reported along Stage 
Hill Road in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts Bluff Co on 16-17 May (SJD), and 3 in Long 
Canyon on 17 May (JGJ). An isolated breeding population in the Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, area has persisted for some time, apparently an outlier of the small 
population in the northeastern Colorado foothills. 

Eastern Bluebird: Best count was a moderate 13 near Wood Duck on 1 April 
(DH). A small breeding population has become established in the nest boxes around 
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WHNC in recent years; a pair was nest building there on 19 April (SJD, JS). 
Earliest west was at James Ranch on 30 March (SL); another was in Dawes Co on 
28 April (RG). 

Mountain Bluebird: Earliest reports of migrants were on 4 March at James 
Ranch (SL) and on 5 March at L Minatare (Brad McKinney, fide AK). A nest with 
eggs in a Ponderosa Pine snag in West Ash Canyon was found on 15 May (WM). 
Breeding occurs regularly east to at least Dawes Co. Easternmost was 1 at 
CLNWR, 1 5 May (SJD). 

Townsend's Solitaire: None reported. 

Veery: This rare migrant was detected only once, a single bird singing at Platte 
River SP on 24 May (JS). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Only 4 were reported, a poor year for this species, but 
amazingly, 2 were from the west, where this species is only a casual migrant. 
Singles were at Ash Hollow SHP on 8 May (SJD) and at L Ogallala on 9 May (SJD). 
There are only about 20 Panhandle reports in spring. The lone eastern birds were at 
Willis on 9 May (BFH) and in Cass Co on 14 May (GW). 

Swainson's Thrush: This usually-common statewide migrant was reported in 
good numbers, in contrast to Gray-cheeked Thrush; best counts were 13 in Ash 
Hollow SHP on 8 May (SJD) and 10 at Sutherland Res the same day (SJD). They 
were "everywhere" in Seward Co on 22 May (JG). One was very early, but not 
unprecedented, at Wyuka Cem on 13 April; it had a tail the same color as its back 
and a bold eye-ring (*JS). Last was one at the Gering Cem, 28 May (AK). 

Hermit Thrush: Migrants were reported from 3 April at FF (B) through 3 May at 
FF (JS). Best count was 4 at FF on 4 April (JS). 

Wood Thrush: As expected, all reports came from the Missouri River Valley; 
earliest were at FF (JS) and in Dakota Co (BFH) on 9 May. One was on a nest at 
Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, on 30 May (JS). 

American Robin: Best count was 120 at BOL on 15 March (LE). 

Gray Catbird: Probably overwintering was one at a Bellevue feeder in Sarpy Co 
on 9 March (B); this sighting represents only the 6th March record for the state. 
Most reports were from the east, the earliest, 2 at Wood Duck on 5 May (DH); 
earliest in the west was at Gering Cem on 16 May (AK). A record count was 35 at 
Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May (LR, RH), indicating peak movement. 

Northern Mockingbird: Earliest was at Harvard Lagoon on 15 April (JGJ). This 
species is being reported routinely statewide and has apparently increased its 
numbers in recent years. 

Sage Thrasher: Although generally considered a casual spring migrant, recent 
reports suggest it is a regular migrant in low numbers. Only 2 were found: singles 
south of Exit 1 on 1-80 in Kimball Co and 7 miles west of Bushnell on 17 April 
(SJD). 

Brown Thrasher: An amazing sight must have been the 60 near Kenesaw on 26 
April (LR, RH), a record count. 

American Pipit: Migrants were noted statewide on 11 April, 6 at Homer (BFH), 
through 8 May, one at Sutherland Res (SJD), about normal. Best count was 67 at 
Clear Creek Marshes on 18 April (SJD, JS). 

Sprague's Pipit: None reported. 

Cedar Waxwing: Routine reports. 

Northern Shrike: Last were rather far to the southeast: 2 at BOL on 23 March 
(JS). 
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Loggerhead Shrike: Earliest migrant noted away from the wintering range in 
the southeast was in Dixon Co on 29 March (JJ), and one was as far west as 
Stateline Island by 3 May (AK). Nest building was underway as early as 29 March 
in northern Lancaster Co (LE). Good counts were 13 in south Cheyenne Co on 17 
April (SJD) and 13 south of Exit 1 on 1-80, 8 May (SJD). 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

Bell's Vireo: Earliest was near Liliey, Kimball Co, on 9 May (LR, RH). Best count 
was 6 at Rock Creek L on 14 May (SJD). 

Blue-headed Vireo: This eastern migrant was reported from 9-23 May, about 
normal. Westernmost report was of one at Shickley on 9 May (JGJ). There are no 
documented records from the western third of the state. 

Plumbeous Vireo: This Rocky Mountain species is an uncommon migrant in the 
west and breeds in the northwest. There were several reports on 16-17 May, with 
the easternmost at CLNWR on 17 May (JS). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: As expected, reports were from the east, the 
earliest, 2 at ADF on 8 May (LF, CF); the farthest west occurred 3 miles west of 
Meadowlark L, Seward Co, on 23 May (JG). Unexpected, however, was one at 
Halsey on 15 May (RG). 

Warbling Vireo: Earliest in the east was one near Denton on 26 April (JS), and 
in the west, one was at Sutherland Res on 8 May (SJD). Best count was 7 at 
Pioneers Park on 16 May (LE). 

Philadelphia Vireo: None reported. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Earliest were in Cass Co on 4 May (GW). There were "many” at 
Schramm Park by 24 May (JG). 

Golden-winged Warbler: Surprisingly, in light of numerous records in recent 
years, only one was reported, at FF on 11 May (NR). 

Tennessee Warbler: Essentially an eastern migrant, best count was 23 at 
Pioneers Park on 16 May (LE). Reports were in the period 8-30 May. Rare in the 
west, none was noted west of one at Halsey on 15 May (RG). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: An early statewide migrant, the first was one at 
Blair on 12 April (B), and the last departed ADF on 22 May (LF, CF). Best counts 
were 20 at Liliey, Kimball Co, on 9 May (LR, RH) and 11 at Sutherland Res on 8 
May (SJD). 

Nashville Warbler: This was a low spring for this eastern migrant, with only 
about 12 reported, and a high count of only 3, at Basswood Area on 9 May (BFH). 
Reports were in the period 4-25 May, all in the Missouri River Valley. 

Virginia's Warbler: Only the 2nd documented record for the state was a male at 
that renowned birding hotspot, the Bushnell Cem, 17 May (*JGJ). Migrants 
probably pass through the west Panhandle in very low numbers, especially in light 
of this spring's discovery of over 100 in the South Dakota Black Hills. Where might 
they nest in NE? 

Northern Parula: In recent years, FF has hosted a small population; first there 
was noted on 18 April (BP, LP), and the most there, 3, on 29 April (JS). The only 
report elsewhere was one at Towle Park, Omaha, 11 May (NR). 

Yellow Warbler: First was rather early at Gleason Lagoon on 24 April (B), and 
the best count, 45, at Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May (LR, RH). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: As expected, reports were easterly, ail in the period 
9-26 May, both seen by the same observer (NR). Some 11 birds were reported in 
all. 
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Magnolia Warbler: Definitely a low year, with only about 8 reported, 7 in the 
east in the brief period 20-26 May (JS, JG, BP, LP, DH, LE) and the other far to 
the west in Cemetery Gulch, Scotts Bluff Co, on 16 May (WRS), the 13th Panhandle 
spring record. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: This casual statewide migrant was found once: 
a male sighted at the CLNWR Headquarters on 15 May (*SJD, ♦JS). This is only 
about the 21 st spring record for the state, and only the 2nd for the Panhandle. Most 
of the few spring records come from the east, with fall records more evenly 
distributed over the state. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: "Myrtles" were reported statewide, as expected, 
from 9 April, in Bellevue, Sarpy Co, (BP, LP), through 16 May, at Pioneers Park 

(LE); best count was 107, reported as "Myrtles" at Lilley, Kimball Co, on 9 May 

(LR, RH). Earliest migrant "Audubon's" was somewhat easterly, at Jensen Lagoon 
on 3 May (LR, RH) and last reported were 6 at CLNWR on 17 May (WRS, JS). At 

least one "Audubon's" was still in the Wildcat Hills on 17 May (AK); breeding is 

unconfirmed there. 

Townsend's Warbler: Much rarer in spring than in fall, one was at L Minatare 
on 17 May (*BW, DW). This spring report is the 10th for the state, but only the 
3rd documented. Most of the undocumented reports are from the central part of 
the state, and one of the documented records is from the east. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Only 2 reported, a poor year for this albeit 
uncommon species: on 20 May at Towle Park, Omaha (NR), and on 22 May in 
Seward Co (JG). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Another species in low numbers this year, only 7 were 
reported, all in the short period 12-25 May: singles were in Cass Co on 12 May 
(GW), at Schramm Park on 20 and 24 May (JS), Seward on 22 May (JG), Wolf L 
(TH) and FF (BP, LP) on 23 May, and in Cuming Co on 25 May (LE). 
Yellow-throated Warbler: At FF, where there has been a small population in 
recent years, 1-2 were noted beginning 11 April (BP, LP), tying the record early 
date. Exciting was the presence of as many as 5 at the Krimlofski Tract, Neale 
Woods, 17 April-24 May (B, WRS). A single was at Neale Woods on 23 May (JS). 
None reported elsewhere. 

Palm Warbler: This uncommon easterly migrant was reported in the period 2-12 
May, and only 5 were noted. These were at FF on 2 and 5 May (BP, LP), in Dakota 
Co on 9 May (BFH), in Dixon Co on 10 May (JJ), and in Cass Co on 12 May (GW). An 
addition from 1997 was 2 birds at BOL on 27 April apparently of the yellowish 
eastern subspecies Dendroica pfamarum hypochrysea (JS), probably only a casual 
migrant in the east. Most NE Palm Warblers are rather pale below. 

Blackpoll Warbler: This was a good spring for this species, which is usually a 
fairly common spring migrant in the east and uncommon in the west. At least 25 
were reported in the period 6-29 May, including 6 at Streeter Park, Aurora, on 10 
May (JGJ), and about as far west as one could be, 3 at Stateline Island on 16 May 
(WRS), one at the Gering Cem on 16 May (AK), 2 at Bushnell Cem on 17 May (JGJ), 
and one at Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD). 

Cerulean Warbler: The only report was from FF, where one was found on 9 May 
(JS). Although always present in very low numbers, these birds were not as much 
in evidence at FF as they have been in recent years. 
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Black-and-white Warbler: All reports came from the east, west to Hall Co 
(LR, RH), presumably all migrants, in the period 13 April-22 May. Only singles 
were reported, totalling about 8 birds, a low count. 

American Redstart: Reports were in the period 9-24 May, even though 
summering birds occur in the Missouri River Valley. Best count was 5 at FF on 23 
May (JS). It breeds along the north edge of the state, but westerly migrants away 
from breeding areas are uncommon; singles were at L Ogallala and at Oliver Res on 
9 May (SJD). 

Prothonotary Warbler: FF birds now are being found only at Hidden L, where a 
singing male was found on 5 May at least through 23 May (JS). Another was singing 
in extreme southeastern Washington Co, 14-24 May (BP, LP). Unusual was one at 
Schramm Park on 23 May (JG), and most unusual was one in Scotts Bluff Co on 16 
May (WRS). The latter is only the 2nd spring Panhandle report on record. 
Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush: This species was well-reported from 3-25 May, 
mostly in the eastern and central parts of the state. Although generally considered 
rare in the west, there were 4 reports: as many as 3 were at Walgren L on 10 May 
(BW, DW), and singles were at CLNWR on 15 May (JG), Oliver Res on 16 May 
(SJD), and Scottsbluff on 17 May (WRS). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Fewer reports than usual, all but one from only 2 
locations. As many as 4 arrived at FF on 11 April (BP, LP, B), but none was 
reported after 25 April, when one was noted (BP, LP). At Platte River SP, one 
appeared on 22 April (B) and 2 remained in a likely breeding location at least 
through 24 May (JS). The exception was one at Wyuka Cem on 9 May (LE), one of 
very few reports away from known breeding locations. 

Kentucky Warbler: One that appeared at Schramm Park on 9 May (CNK, JS) 
was still present on 31 May (JS). Singles were also at Hummel Park, Omaha, on 10 
May (WRS), Neale Woods on 19 May (B), and ADF on 22 May (LF, CF). Breeding 
likely occurs in all these locations. 

Connecticut Warbler: This rare migrant was found twice: singles at Schramm 
Park on 23 May (JG) and at Ashford Scout Camp on 25 May (WRS, JS). 

Mourning Warbler: This species also was reported in lower numbers than in 
recent years. The 3 reports were of one at FF on 23 May (BP, LP), another at 
Ponca SP the same day (DH), and 2 at Bellevue, Sarpy Co, on 24 May (B). 
MacGillivray's Warbler: About 5 were reported, ail within a 2-day period, 
17-18 May: as many as 4 were at Oliver Res on 17 May (JGJ); singles appeared at 
Cemetery Gulch and Scotts Bluff Co on 17-18 May (SJD, NR), and at Bushnell Cem 
(JGJ) and Kimball City Park on 17 May (JGJ). 

Common Yellowthroat: Earliest was one at ADF on 26 April (LF, CF), and best 
counts were 24 in Lancaster Co on 10 May (LE) and 12 in Dixon Co on 24 May (JJ). 
Hooded Warbler: This casual spring migrant was reported twice: one at 
Pioneers Park on 9 May (KP) and a singing male at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, 
on 23 May (JS). 

Wilson's Warbler: This statewide migrant, usually fairly common, was 
reported in low numbers relative to recent years, with only about 8 in alt, in the 
period 8-24 May. 

Canada Warbler: Rare in spring and a late migrant, this species lived up to this 
status, with only one reported: a single at Krimlofski Tract on 24 May (BP, LP). 
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Yellow-breasted Chat: Generally only casual in the east, a single was at Wood 
Duck on 14 May (DH). Good counts of 9 at each location were made at Rock Creek L 
on 14 May (SJD) and at Cemetery Gulch on 17 May (SJD). This species is locally 
common in the west. 

Summer Tanager: The first to arrive at the traditional breeding location at 
Schramm Park was found on 9 May (CNK). Rare away from the southeast, with 
about 12 reports prior to this spring, there were 2 such reports, an immature male 
with greenish wings and an orange body was reported at Basswood Area on 9 May 
(BFH), and a subadult male was banded at Halsey on 10 May (RG). 

Scarlet Tanager: Reports were from the Missouri River Valley beginning 9 May. 
Best count was 4 at Schramm Park on 25 May (JWH). Nesting was observed at 
Platte River SP (GW). 

Western Tanager: Routine reports. 

Northern Cardinal: About as far west as this species occurs in any numbers, 
Ash Hollow SHP, 3 were found on 9 May (BW, DW). At least one pair remained just 
east of Scottsbluff (AK) throughout the report period. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Far to the west, one was reported at WHNC on 16 
May (AK); this species is a casual migrant in spring in the Panhandle. Earliest was 
at FF on 29 April (B). At about the western edge of the breeding range in the Platte 
River Valley, at least one pair "must be nesting" as of 31 May; 2 males and 2 
females had been present (LR, RH). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: First was at James Ranch, 7 May (SL). Individuals 
were noted east to Kearney on 9 May and Gibbon on 23-29 May (LR, RH), and at 
Halsey on 11 and 15 May (LF, CF, RG). These locations are at the eastern edge of 
the breeding range. 

Blue Grosbeak: Earliest were at Wehrspann L (JWH) and north Lancaster Co 
(LE), 10 May. The few reports were statewide. 

Lazuli Bunting: Earliest was south of Gering on 3 May, and 7 were there on 22 
May (AK). It was conspicuous in the Wildcat Hills on 16-17 May, with 4 at Stage 
Hill Rd on 17 May (SJD) and duelling males in Carter Canyon on 16 May (WRS). 
None reported east of the Panhandle. A hybrid with Indigo Bunting was south of 
Gering on 16 May (AK). 

Indigo Bunting: Reports were from Missouri River and Lower Platte Valley 
counties, first in Sarpy Co (CNK) and at ADF (LF, CF) on 9 May. 

Dickcissel: None reported west of Pierce, Dodge, and Saunders Cos (DH, DP, TH). 
Earliest was in Cass Co on 4 May (GW). Best count was 10 in northwest Pierce Co, 
9 May (DH). 

Green-tailed Towhee: As observers check brushy areas, more of these birds 
are being found, although it is still only casual in spring. Singles were found south 
of Gering on 2 May (AK), south of Exit 1 on 1-80 on 16 May (JS, SJD, JG), in 
Cemetery Gulch and Scotts Bluff Co, on 16 May (JS, m. ob.), at Bushnell Cem on 17 
May (JGJ), and south of Gering on 31 May (AK), the latter rather late. 

Eastern Towhee: Reports were from the eastern part of the range, north to 
Ponca SP, west of where (in northern NE) most birds are hybrids or Spotted 
Towhees. It leaves the northern part of the range in winter; one had returned to 
Hoskins by 16 April (BFH). A good count was of 5 males at Basswood Area on 9 
May (BFH). 

Spotted Towhee: In the east, this species is mostly a winter visitor; one was at 
the observer's feeder through the winter until at least 7 March (NR). A movement 
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of migrants can also be detected in the east; presumably in this category were a 
few birds seen from Lancaster and Cuming Cos eastward in the period 13 April (B) 
through 13 May (DH). At Wolf L, where the summering towhees are Eastern, the 
last Spotted was noted on 10 May (TH). Certainly migrants were 45 at Lilley on 9 
May (LR, RH), and 35 at Kenesawon 26 April (LR, RH). 

Cassin's Sparrow: None reported. 

American Tree Sparrow: Best count was 105 in Lancaster Co on 15 March 
(LE), and last to leave was one at Buckskin Hills on 11 April (BFH). 

Chipping Sparrow: Earliest was rather early in Dixon Co, 26 March (JJ); one 
had reached the northwest in Dawes Co by 28 April (R6). Best count was 75 in 
Lancaster Co on 27 April (LE). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Migrants were reported statewide in the period 24 
April, at Gibbon (LR, RH), through 23 May, at the ADF (CF, LF), with best count a 
modest 45 in Long Canyon on 9 May (SJD). One was singing in suitable breeding 
habitat at the south end of Ponca SP on 25 May (WRS, JS). Breeding is not well 
documented in NE. 

Brewer's Sparrow: The only reports could be called routine: one south of Exit 
1 on 1-80 on 2 May (SJD) and 3 singing in the same area on 16 May (JS). 

Field Sparrow: Earliest was at Cunningham L on 28 March (B), and best count 
was 10 at Sacramento-Wilcox on 11 April (LR, RH); reports were westward to 
Phelps Co. This species is a rare migrant in the Panhandle, where the western 
subspecies Spizella pusilla arenacea probably accounts for most if not all of the 
reports; S. p. arenacea is paler and more grayish than the common eastern 
subspecies S. p. pusilla , and lacks the rusty markings to the rear of the eye. One 
with characteristics of arenacea was reported south of Colton on 8 May (SJD), and 
a Field Sparrow was reported without details at Cemetery Gulch, Scotts Bluff Co, 
on 16 May (JG). 

Vesper Sparrow: Earliest was a single at Sinninger Lagoon on 29 March (BP, 
LP) and 2 at Arbor L, Lancaster Co, the same day (LE). Except for the east, most 
birds in the south are migrants; reports were in the period 29 March-17 May (BP, 
LP, SJD, LR, RH). Best count was 15 in Dixon Co on 10 April (JJ). 

Lark Sparrow: Earliest were 3 in Otoe Co on 27 April (LF, CF), a rather late 
arrival date. 

Black-throated Sparrow: The wintering bird in Omaha stayed until 12 April 
(Marilyn Jensen, pers. comm. WRS). 

Lark Bunting: Earliest were 20 in Kimball Co on 10 May (AK), and best count 
was 250 in the western Panhandle on 15 May (WRS). 

Savannah Sparrow: Migrants were reported west to Phelps Co on 28 March 
(TH) through 17 May (MU, LF, CF). Best count was 25 at Jack Sinn Marsh on 25 
April (LE). 

Baird's Sparrow: There were 2 reports; and as observers concentrate on this 
bird, reports should increase. Conventional wisdom has it that it migrates 
primarily through the Panhandle in native grasslands, but this spring's records 
suggest otherwise. One was at Clear Creek Marshes on 9 May in non-native 
(brome?) grassland edge (*SJD); and unbelievable if it had not been extensively 
photographed at very close range was one which remained at the same spot 6 miles 
north and a half mile west of Bradshaw in York Co on 26 April-10 May 
(*JGJ,*JS). The 26 April date is the earliest documented in NE by one day, 
although there is a report from Sarpy Co on 12 April which was not accepted by the 
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NOURC; perhaps it will be reevaluated soon in light of developing knowledge of this 
migrant poorly understood in NE. Documented records are (now) in the period 26 
April-11 May, and all reports from 12 April to 23 May. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Earliest were somewhat late, 3 May, all in east and 
central NE (DH, LR, RH). Best count was 14 singing at Standing Bear L on 27 May 
(NR). None reported from the west. 

Henslow's Sparrow: A burn at the traditional Burchard L spot south of the 
prairie-chicken blinds changed the habitat, and the birds were not present there 
(WRS, JS). At least 2 were singing, however, at a new location in prairie at 
Meadowlark L, in northeastern Seward Co, 30-31 May (JG, WRS, JS). Another 
was reported from Boyer Chute on 3 May but without details of either the bird or 
habitat (B). 

LeConte's Sparrow: Essentially an eastern migrant, only singles were 
reported, all from the Missouri Valley in the period 18 April (NR) through 6 May 
(NR). 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: None reported. 

Fox Sparrow: Also an eastern migrant (the reddish eastern race Passeretla 
iliacailiaca iliaca; western races may be casual in the west), reports were from 
Lancaster and Saunders Counties in the east from 22 March (TH) through 29 April 
(LF, CF), the best count an excellent 22 on 1 April at Wood Duck (DH). 

Song Sparrow: Best count was 50 at Wood Duck on 2 April (DH). More than one 
was at Kenesaw Marsh on 31 May (LR, RH), suggestive of breeding there. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: The one at a feeder at Gibbon on 7 March (LR, RH) was very 
early, but not unprecedented; the rest of the reports were in the period 3 April (B) 
through 24 May (LF, CF) statewide. Best count was 30 at Kenesaw, 26 April (LR, 
RH). 

Swamp Sparrow: Reports were from presumed non-breeding locations, all in the 
Missouri River Valley, in the period 22 March (BFH), a rather early date for the 
northeast, through 6 May (NR). Best count was 7 on 28 April at FF (BP, LP). 
White-throated Sparrow: Reports for this easterly migrant came from Lilley 
eastward in the period 15 March (LE) through 10 May (JWH, LE), with a rather late 
bird in Cuming Co on 25 May (LE). A few winter in the southeast on occasion; these 
may account for early reports. Most migrants pass through around 1 May. 
White-crowned Sparrow: Most wintering and migrant white-crowns in NE are 
of the pale-colored race Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii; the black-colored race, 
Z.l. leucophrys, is essentially a migrant in the east. Birds identified to race were 
all Z. /. gambelii, and all were from Sacramento to Wilcox west, in the period 8 
March-2 May; best count was 91 at Enders Res on 2 May (SJD). The rest of the 
reports were in the period 6 April (DP)-25 May (LR, RH). 

Harris’ Sparrow: Last were 3 at Pilger Area on 14 May (DH). Best count was 
100 ("more than I can remember") in the observer's yard in southwest Dixon Co on 
7 May (JJ). Reports were all from the east and central portions of the state. 
Dark-eyed Junco: Last "Oregon" and "Slate-colored" Juncos left James Ranch 
by 30 March (SL). A bird southeast of Bellevue on 12-13 April was identified as a 
"Gray-headed" Junco (B); no details have been provided, however. Some 
"Pink-sided" Juncos can be rather red-backed, but true "Gray-headed" Juncos have 
no brownish-cinnamon coloration on the flanks. There are only 4 documented 
records of this form for NE but about 45 reports in all. For the species, the last 
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reported was one at Gibbon on 1 April (LR, RH). Best count was 140 in Otoe Co on 
25 March (LF, CF), 

McCown's bongspur: Earliest was a male southwest of Bushnell on 21 March 
(SJD), record early by 2 days. Incredible was the count of 1,732 in south Kimball 
Co on 19 April (SJD, JS), clearly indicating peak movement. 

Lapland Longspur: Best count was 2,000 northwest of Wakefield on 1 March 
(JJ), presumably migrants. Last were 500 in Dixon Co on 1 April (JJ). 
Chestnut-collared Longspur: Earliest were 18 south of Kimball, 4 April 
(SJD). Five had returned to the most easterly breeding location known, northeast 
of O’Neill, by 13 April (DH), and 3 were believed nesting near Walgren L on 9 May 
(BW, DW); the latter is also a known nesting area. 

Snow Bunting: None reported. 

Bobolink: A late migrant, the earliest arrival was one at Little Salt Fork Marsh 
on 4 May (JS), Best count was good for spring: 100 at Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May 
(LR, RH). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Best count was 35,000 at Kiowa Springs on 8 March 
(SJD). 

Eastern Meadowlark: This species occurs in large numbers in a few suitable 
locations in the Panhandle, notably CLNWR. Four were at Clear Creek Marshes and 
another north of Oshkosh on 9 May (BW, DW). 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Tying the record early arrival date of migrants, but 
thought by the observer to have overwintered, were 4 males east of Gering on 8 
March (SJD). Migrants had arrived in strength by mid-April, when 10,000 were at 
FL, 19 April (LR, RH). 

Rusty Blackbird: This species is an easterly migrant; the farthest west report 
was of at least one at FL on 13 March (B). Spring migration is protracted, beginning 
in late Feb; no large counts were reported, although 40 were at FF on 5 April (BP, 
LP). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Earliest were 3 near Wood Duck, 2 April (DH); this 
species is a rare migrant in the east. Mollhoff provided interesting breeding data 
from western Morrill Co; a canyon south of Redington is the southeastern-most 
breeding location known in NE. At least 15 pairs were present on 15-16 May; an 
active nest with eggs was found on 16 May, and at least 3 females were carrying 
nesting material (WM). 

Great-tailed Grackle: Arrival is in late March; first was one at Charlie's Grill 
in Omaha on 21 March (B), and numbers quickly followed, with 35, mostly males, 
at Nebraska City, Otoe Co, by 23 March (LF, CF). By 9-19 April, there were up to 
100 at FL (B), a favored breeding location among several in the RWB. Colonization 
of the northeast continues. A male appeared as far north as Crystal Cove L, 27 
March (BFH), and 4, including 3 males, were nearby along the Missouri River on 9 
May (BFH), The establishing breeding population at Wood Duck returned on 26 
March, when 2 males and 2 females were present (DH); the group increased to 9 
males and 8 females on 18 April (DH). Colonization of the west continues also: 4 
males and 3 females were nest building at Kiowa Springs on 17 May (SJD). A single 
was at Clear Creek Marshes on 9 May (BW, DW). 

Common Grackle: Best count was 2,000 at ADF, 9 April (LF, CF). 
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Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were from the east, first in Cass Co on 1 
March (GW) and 4 birds at a Bellevue feeder on 9 March (B). No large counts were 
reported. 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: Western-most report was of one below Keystone Dam on 14 
May (SJD); this species is a rare spring migrant in the Panhandle, although "pure" 
Baltimores are unlikely that far west. Best count was 13 in Pioneers Park on 16 
May (LE). 

Bullock's Oriole: Routine Reports. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report of this rare Panhandle winter 
visitor was of a flock of 21 north of Henry on 8 March (SJD). 

Purple Finch: Few are reported these days. Are they being overlooked among 
House Finches, or are they at a low period of a population cycle? Only about 5 
birds were reported (DH, LP, BP), west to Rowe Sanctuary, where one was noted 
on 26 April (B), rather late and somewhat westerly for this species. 

Cassin's Finch: None reported. 

House Finch: The winter movements of these birds are somewhat mysterious; 
summer populations seem to depart and reappear in spring; a group reappeared at 
the observer's Dodge Co feeders on 10 March after a winter absence (DP). 
Probably the last area to be occupied by this species is the central and northwest 
Sandhills; 9 were at Hay Springs on 9 May (BW, DW), and one was at Halsey on 15 
May (RG). 

Red Crossbill: Of interest was the presence of a flock of 30-40 at the WHNC 
feeders throughout the period; many juveniles were in this group (SJD), although 
their provenance can only be guessed. Breeding in this species is erratic, but most 
egg-laying occurs Dec-Aug. 

White-winged Crossbill: The wintering birds at Norfolk's Lutheran Cem 
remained until at least 5 March, when 11 were present (DH). 

Common Redpoll: Following a fairly good winter for this species, there were 
several reports; all were of single birds, most at feeders, statewide until 16 
March, when one was at James Ranch (SL). 

Pine Siskin: Routine reports. 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

Evening Grosbeak: None reported. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 


***** 

COOPERATIVE WHOOPING CRANE TRACKING PROJECT 
(February 1998 - May 1998) 

(An edited version of the United States Department of the Interior report follows.) 

Whooping crane spring and fall migrations are monitored each year. 
Sighting reports are forwarded to the Ecological Services Field Office of the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife service, Grand Island, Nebraska by private organizations, State 
and Federal conservation agencies, and the Canadian Wildlife Service. Cooperation 
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throughout the whooping crane fly way continues to be excellent. Special thanks go 
out to each participant. 

Between 1977 and 1988, 132 juvenile whooping cranes were color marked 
on the breeding grounds; of these 40 were accounted for during the winter of 
1997-98. One color-marked crane was observed during the spring migration. All 
sightings of color-marked whooping cranes during migration are maintained at the 
Grand Island office. We cannot over-emphasize the importance of 
observers looking closely for the colored leg bands. 

Repeat sightings of the same birds at the same location during a stopover 
period are not included when known to be repeats. Only sightings classified as 
confirmed, based on whooping crane recovery plan criteria, are shown in the 
report. Probable and unconfirmed sightings are not shown. All whooping crane 
reports received from the United States are on record in the Grand Island Ecological 
Services Field Office and are available upon request. 

A peak population of 182 (152 adult/subadult and 30 juvenile) whooping 
cranes was reported at Aransas during the winter of 1997-98. This total includes 
a juvenile which wintered with sandhill cranes about 90 miles northeast of Aransas 
in Brazoria County, Texas. One adult female was not found during aerial surveys in 
March 1998; she is presumed dead. As Figure One illustrates, an estimated 181 
whooping cranes migrated north in the spring of 1998, a net increase of 21 birds 
from the 160 present in spring, 1997. Departures from Aransas began about one 
week ahead of average. All cranes had migrated by April 30. 


Figure One 

Chronological departure of whooping cranes from Aransas NWR, Texas; spring, 
1988. Numbers do not inlcude juveniles that wintered in Brazoria County, Texas. 
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The first dates recorded for confirmed observations of migrating whooping 
cranes were April 1 2 in Canada and February 15 in the United States. The last 
sighting date was May 5. Sightings were reported from Kansas, 5; Nebraska, 10; 
South Dakota, 2; North Dakota, 13; and Saskatchewan, Canada, 10. No confirmed 
sightings were reported in either Texas or Oklahoma. 

The peak of the migration appeared to be between April 10 and 20. Strong 
south winds during Easter weekend (April 11-12) aided the migration, and birds 
moved quickly from Texas to North Dakota. A subadult was confirmed on the Platte 
River in central nebraska on February 15, and stayed until March 25. This was the 
second earliest spring sighting ever in Nebraska. A juvenile separated from its 
parents on April 18 in northwestern North Dakota and remained in the area until 
May 17. 

Use-site evaluations were continued this fall. Your continued assistance is 
essential to the evaluations. Please contact Mr. Wally Jobman, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service if observation details are desired (203 West Second Street, 
Federal Building, Second Floor, Grand Island, NE, 58801; commercial telephone: 
(308) 382-6468, ext. 16; FAX (308) 384-8835; or e-mail, 

wally_jobman@mail.fws.gov). 


Figure Two 

Whooping Crane Migration Routes 
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Confirmed 

Spring 1998 Whooping Crane Sightings in the U.S.A. 


State/Obs. Date No. Location 


NE 

98A-1 

02/15- 

03/25/98 

1 

Hall Co., Platte River, 3 mi 
west of Doniphan. T9N, R11W, 

SI 4, NE4; T10N, R10W,S34, SE4, 
SW4; T9N, R10W, S3, 4, 9, 10. 

KS 

98A-2 

02/19/98 

1 

Meade Co., 2 mi west of Fowler. 
T30S, R27W, S35 

NE 

98A-3 

03/23- 

02/09/98 

1 

Hall/Hamilton Cos., 4 mi. 

East and 5 1 /2 nort of 

Doniphan, Platte River. 

TI0N, R9W, SI 2, NE4; SI 2, NW4 
SW4; SI, SW4; T10N, R8W, S7, 
NW4; S8, NE4; S4, NE4. 

NE 

98A-4 

03/27-28/98 

1 + 

Hall Co., 4 mi. south of the 

Alda 1-80 Interchange. 

T9N, R10W, SI 8, SW4;T9N, R11W, 
S24, SW4. 

NE 

98A-5 

03/28 

04/01/98 

2 

Brown Co., 1 mi. South and 

1 west of Ainsworth. 

T30N, R22W, S34, SE4, SW4; 
T29N, R22W, S4, NE4. 

Doniphan. T10N, R10W,S35, SW4. 

NE 

98A-6 

03/30/98 

1 

Hall Co., Platte River, 1 3/4 
mi west and 1 1/4 north of 

NE 

98A-7 

04/03/98 

1 

Hall Co., 3 mi east and 2 north 
of 1-80 Alda interchange. 

T1 ON, R10W, S22, NW4. 

NE 

98A-8 

04/07/98 

4+1 

Custer Co., 1/2 mi, downstream 
from Milburn bridge, Middle Loup 
River. 

T20N, R21W, S10, SW4; S9, NE4. 

NE 

98A-9 

04/07/98 

2 

Williams Co., 3 mi. south and 

1 mile west of Hanks. 

T159N, R102W, S35, SE4. 

NE 

98A-10 

04/05/98 

4+ 1 

Holt Co., 7 mi south of Stuart. 
T29N, R16W, SI 3. G-nil. 
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State/Obs. Date No. Location 


KS 

98A-11 

04/08-09/98 

2 

KS 

98 A-12 

04/10/98 

3 

KS 

98 A-13 

04/12-14/98 

3 

NE 

98A-14 

04/14-16/98 

6 

ND 

98 A-15 

04/13/98 

3 

NE 

98A-16 

04/14/98 

2 

ND 

98A-17 

04/15-16/98 

2 

ND 

98A-18 

04/15/98 

2 

ND 

98A-19 

04/17/98 

2+1 

ND 

98A-20 

04/12/98 

2 

ND 

98A-21 

04/13/98 

3 

ND 

98A-22 

04/13/98 

3 

ND 

98A-23 

04/20/98 

1 

ND 

98A-24 

04/17- 

05/17/98 

2+1 

ND 

98A-25 

04/15/98 

5 

ND 

98A-26 

04/21/98 

4 

ND 

98A-27 

04/21/98 

6 


Sedgwick/Kingman Co. Line, 5 
mi. south and 1 west of Cheney. 
T29S, R4W, S2. 

Barton Co., 2 mi. east of 
Hoisington. T18S, R13W, S2. 
Stafford Co., Quivira, NWR. 

T21S, R11W, S22, NW4. 

Custer Co., 5 mi west and 2 
north of Mema. 

T18N, R22W, S20, SE4; S29, NE4; 
S29, SE4; S29, SW4; S28. 
Mountrail Co., 6 mi. east and 13 
north of Parshall. 

T154N, R88W, S28. 

Hall Co., 6 1/2 mi. south and 
1 1 /2 west of Wood River. 

T9N, R12W, S26, SW4; S25, NW4 
Divide Co., 2 mi. south and 5 
west of Crosby. T163N, R98W, 
S33.SW4. GWG-nil. 

Divide Co., 3 mi. south and 5 
west of Crosby. 

T162N, R98W, S5, SE4. 

Ward Co., 2 mi. south of Norma. 

T160N, R87W, S7, SE4. 

McLean Co., 1 mi. south and 4 west 
of Coleharbor. T147N, R83W. 
McLean Co., 2 mi. north of 
Coleharbor. T147N, R83W. 

McLean Co., 4 mi. north of 
Garrison. T149N, R84W. 

Burleigh Co., 4 mi. east of Moffit, 
Long Lake NWR.T137N, R76W, SI 3, 
Divide Co., 7 mi. south and 3 west 
of Crosby. T161N, R98W, S2, 
NW4. Parents gone on 4/18; chick 
last seen 1/17. 

Rolette Co., flying over Willow Lake 
NWR, 8 mi. north and 4 west of 
Dunseith. T163N, R73W. 

Wells Co., flying 5 mi. east of 
Bowdon. T146N, R73W. 

Stutsman Co., flying 3 mi. east of 
and 11 north of Woodworth. 

T144N, R68W. 





£0. 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 66 No. 2 


State/Obs. 

Date 

No. 

Location 

KS 

98A-28 

04/07/98 

5 

Stafford Co., Quivira NWR, 

T21S, R11W, S27, NW4. 

SD 

98A-29 

02/11/98 

1 

Sully Co., flying 17 mi. north 
of Pierre, Okobojo Point, Lake 
Oahe. T113N, R80W, SI 7. 

SD 

98A-30 

05/03/98 

1 

Lyman Co., 2 mi. east and 3 
south of Presho. 


T105N, R67W, S31.NW4 


* * * * * 


NOU FALL FIELD DAYS COUNT, 1997; MAY NAMC COUNT, 1998 


The NOU count during Fall Field Days, September 26-28, focused on areas in and 
around the Nebraska National Forest and includes reports from 6 counties: Blaine, 
Thomas, Cherry, Brown, Custer, and Logan. This year’s count of 122 species is a 
record for NOU Fall Field Days; last year, the count registered 116 species. 
Especially notable sightings included a Red-necked Grebe at Willow Lake in Brown 
County; a Broad-winged Hawk in the Forest; a Rough-legged Hawk in Thomas 
County; and a LeConte’s Sparrow also at Willow Lake in Brown County. 

North American Migration Counts (NAMC) for Lincoln and Sarpy Counties are also 
included in this report. The Tout Bird Club of North Platte compiled the Lincoln 
Country report on its May 16, 1998, outing. Observers were Howard and Wilma 
Wyman, Harold and Esther Cunningham, Pat and Betty McEvoy, Marie Evans, Nancy 
Norton, and Greg Hoover. With a clear sky all day and winds from the southeast at 
5-15 mph, their survey began at 7:30 a.m. and concluded at 6:00 p.m. This 
year’s count totaled 99 species. 

This year's NAMC May 9, 1998, count for Sarpy County registered 137 species by 
22 observers: Betty Allen, Mark Armstrong, Kathryn Barclay, Elliot Bedows, 
Laurine Blankenau, Duane Bright, Manit Bunnimit, Earl and Sharon Duignan, Dick 
Gilson, Ruth Green, Betty Grenon, Diane Guinn, Craig Hensley, Debbie Hunsberger, 
Clem Klaphanke, Janet and Ray Korpi, Jim and Sandy Kovanda, Jill Medland, 
Georgianne Meyer, Judi Miller, William Moak, Janice and Don Paseka, Dick 
Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Kathleen Rose, Jerry Toll, Diane West, and Pam 
Whistler. 
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Betty Allen compiled the following statistics about the Sarpy County count: 



Party 

Party 


Party 

Party 



Miles 

Miles 

Total 

Hours 

Hours 

Total 


on Foot 

by Car 

Miles 

on Foot 

by Car 

Hours 

Schram 

3 


3 

4 


4 

Schram 


10 

10 


3 

3 

Schram 

3 


3 

4 


4 

Chaleo Hills 

3 

76 

79 

6.5 

4.5 

11 

Cedar Hills 

6 

48 

54 

6 

2 

8 

Central 

3 

1 

4 

2 

35 

37 

FF 

19.3 

4 

23.3 

16.5 

0.25 

16.75 

FF-Bright 

3 


3 

5 


5 

40.3 

139 

179.3 

44 

44.75 

88.76 


Temp: 50’s-60's 
Sky: Partly Cloudy 

Wind: 5-10mphSE 


Observers: 22 

Parties: 10 

Start Time: 5:30 a.m. 

Stop Time: 6:00 p.m 


Table 1. The following chart lists species confirmed from the NOU Fall Field Days’ 
report, which includes the Nebraska National Forest (NNF), surrounding counties, 
and Logan County. The North American Migration Counts (NAMC) are also included 
for Sarpy and Lincoln counties; the Sarpy statistics indicate the number of 
individual species seen. X = species present. 



1 

COUNTIES IN 1 

[HE NOU F, 

ALLCOUN 

rr 


NAMC C 

OUNT 1 

Species 

NNF 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Cherry 

Brown 

Custer 

Logan 

Sarpy 

Lincoln 1 

Pied-billed Grebe 


X 


X 

X 


X 

7 

1 

Homed Grebe 









X 

Eared Grebe 









X 

Western Grebe 




X 

X 




X 

American White 

Pelican 




X 

X 





Double-crested 

Cormorant 


X 


X 

X 



6 

X 

American Bittern 








1 


Great Blue Heron 


X 


X 

X 



2 


Great Egret 





X 





Cattle Egret 







X 
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Species 

NNF 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Cherry 

Brown 

Custer 

Logan 

Sarpy 

Lincoln 

Green Heron 








1 

X 

Black-crowned Night 
Heron 








1 


Trumpeter Swan 




X 

X 





Canada Goose 




X 

X 



55 

X 

Wood Duck 

X 

X 


X 

X 



101 

X 

Green-winged Teal 




X 

X 





Mallard 




X 

X 


X 

6 

X 

Northern Pintail 




X 

X 





Blue-winged Teal 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

40 

X 

Northern Shoveler 




X 

X 


X 

5 

X 

Gadwall 









X 

American Wigeon 




X 



X 



Canvasback 









X 

Redhead 




X 





X 

Greater Scaup 









X 

Lesser Scaup 





X 



29 

X 

Ruddy Duck 




X 

X 




X 

Turkey Vulture 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 


46 

X 

Osprey 








1 

X 

Bald Eagle 








1 


Northern Harrier 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Sharp-shinned Hawk 

X 

X 








Cooper’s Hawk 

X 







2 


Red-shouldered Hawk 








1 


Broad-winged Hawk 

X 







6 


Swain son’s Hawk 

X 



X 


X 

X 

2 

X 

Red-tailed Hawk 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


8 

X 

Ferruginous Hawk 

X 




X 





Rough-legged Hawk 



X 







Golden Eagle 









X 

American Kestrel 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

4 

X 

Prairie Falcon 

X 









Ring-necked 

Pheasant 



X 

X 

X 



12 

X 
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Species 

NNF 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Cherry 

Brawn 

Custer 

Logan 

Sarpy 

Lincoln 

Greater Prairie- 
Chicken 

X 



X 

X 




X 

Wild Turkey 

X 


X 

X 




21 

X 

Northern Bobwhite 








5 

X 

American Coot 




X 

X 


X 

169 

X 

Black-beKied Plover 




X 






American Golden- 
Plover 


X 








Semipatmated Plover 




X 






Piping Plover 










Kildeer 


X 


X 

X 


X 

38 

X 

Greater Yeltowlegs 


X 


X 

X 



3 

X 

Lesser Yeltowlegs 




X 

X 



7 

X 

Willet 





X 





Spotted Sandpiper 








11 


Upland Sandpiper 









X 

Long-billed Curlew 









X 

Sanderling 


X 








Semipalmated 

Sandpiper 




X 






Least Sandpiper 


X 






13 


White-rumped 

Sandpiper 








20 


Baird's Sandpiper 


X 








Pectoral Sandpiper 





X 



1 


Long-billed Dowitcher 


X 








Common Snipe 




X 

X 





American Woodcock 








2 


Wilson’s Phalarope 


X 







X 

Franklin's Gull 


X 


X 

X 





Ring-bHIed Gull 




X 

X 



4 


Forster’s Tern 




X 

X 





Black Tern 









X 

Rock Dove 



X 

X 




28 

X 

Mourning Dove 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

132 

X 

Black-billed Cuckoo 








2 
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Species 

NNF 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Cherry 

Brown 

Custer 

Logan 

Sarpy 

Lincoln 

Barn Owl 









X 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

X 







1 


Great Homed Owl 

X 

X 






1 

X 

Burrowing Owl 









X 

Barred Owl 








3 


Common Poorwill 

X 









Chimney Swift 








19 

X 

Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird 








1 


Belted Kingfisher 

X 



X 

X 


X 

9 

X 

Red-headed 

Woodpecker 




X 


X 


71 

X 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 








58 

X 

Downy Woodpecker 

X 




X 

X 


45 

X 

Hairy Woodpecker 

X 




X 



6 

X 

Northern Flicker 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


66 

X 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 








9 

X 

Least Flycatcher 








6 


Eastern Phoebe 






X 


6 


Say’s Phoebe 





X 





Great Crested 

Flycatcher 








17 

X 

Western Kingbird 



X 

X 




2 

X 

Eastern Kingbird 








39 

X 

Homed Lark 




X 

X 

X 

X 



Purple Martin 








13 


Tree Swallow 








26 

X 

Northern Rough¬ 
winged Swallow 





X 



109 

X 

Bank Swallow 









X 

Cliff Swallow 




X 




516 

X 

Barn Swallow 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


117 

X 

Blue Jay 

X 


X 

X 

X 



279 

X 

BJack-bHJed Magpie 

X 








X 

American Crow 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

65 

X 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

X 




X 

X 


221 

X 
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Species 

NNF 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Cherry 

Brown 

Custer 

Logan 

Sarpy 

Lincoln 

Tufted Titmouse 








58 


Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 

X 


X 







White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

X 







56 


Brown Creeper 








2 


Carolina Wren 








6 


House Wren 

X 







476 

X 

Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 

X 




X 



5 


Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 








3 


Eastern Bluebird 

X 

X 




X 

X 

31 

X 

Mountain Bluebird 









X 

Townsend’s Solitaire 

X 









Gray-cheeked Thrush 








1 


Swainson’s Thrush 








23 

X 

Hermit Thrush 









X 

Wood Thrush 








7 


American Robin 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


357 

X 

Gray Catbird 








20 

X 

Northern Mockingbird 








2 

X 

Brown Thrasher 

X 


X 





64 

X 

American Pipit 




X 



X 



Bohemian Waxwing 










Cedar Waxwing 

X 







1 

X 

Loggerhead Shrike 



X 

X 






European Starting 



X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

456 

X 

Bell’s Vireo 








2 


Yellow-throated Vireo 








4 


Warbling Vireo 








38 


Red-eyed Vireo 








10 


Golden-winged 

Warbler 








1 


Tennessee Warbler 





X 



15 


Orange-crowned 

Warbler 

X 


X 

X 

X 



17 


Nashvie Warbler 





X 



1 
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Species 

NNF 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Cherry 

Brown 

Custer 

Logan 

Sarpy 

Lincoln 

Northern Parula 








8 


Yellow Warbler 








6 

X 

Chestnut-sided 

Warbler 








1 


Yellow-rumped 

Warbler 

X 




X 



58 

X 

Black-throated Green 
Warbler 








2 


Palm Warbler 








3 


Blackpoll Warbler 








2 


Cerulean Warbler 








1 


Black-and-white 

Warbler 








4 


American Redstart 








6 


Prothonotary Warbler 








2 


Ovenbird 








5 


Northern 

Waterthrush 








3 


Louisiana 

Waterthrush 








1 


Kentucky Warbler 








2 


Common 

Yellowthroat 

X 







168 

X 

Wilson’s Warbler 








2 


Summer Tanager 








1 


Scarlet Tanager 








6 


Northern Cardinal 

X 







131 

X 

Rose-breasted 

Grosbeak 

X 







18 

X 

Black-headed 

Grosbeak 









X 

Blue Grosbeak 

X 









Lazuli Bunting 









X 

Indigo Bunting 








13 


Dkkdssel 








20 


Green-tailed Towhee 









X 

Eastern Towhee 

X 


X 





42 

X 

Spotted Towhee 

X 


X 

X 

X 





Chipping Sparrow 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X 

133 

X 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


11 

X 
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Species 

NNF 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Cherry 

Brown 

Custer 

Logan 

Sarpy 

Lincoln 

Field Sparrow 

X 



X 




30 

X 

Vesper Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 


Lark Sparrow 



X 





7 

X 

Lark Bunting 




X 





X 

Savannah Sparrow 


X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

10 


Grasshopper Sparrow 



X 

X 




29 

X 

LeConte’s Sparrow 





X 





Song Sparrow 

X 







52 


Lincoln’s Sparrow 

X 



X 




14 


Swamp Sparrow 








1 


White-throated 

Sparrow 








26 


White-crowned 

Sparrow 

X 



X 

X 


X 

12 

X 

Harris’ Sparrow 

X 



X 




215 

X 

Dark-eyed Junco 

X 



X 






Bobolink 



X 

X 

X 


X 

9 

X 

Red-winged Blackbird 








550 

X 

Eastern Meadowlark 



X 





16 


Western Meadowlark 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

19 

X 

Yellow-headed 

Blackbird 




X 

X 



1 

X 

Brewer’s Blackbird 




X 






Common Gradde 




X 

X 



779 

X 

Brown-headed 

Cowbird 




X 

X 


X 

142 

X 

Orchard Oriole 








1 

X 

Baltimore Oriole 








66 

X 

House Finch 

X 


X 





34 

X 

Red Crossbill 

X 



X 






Pine Siskin 

X 







2 


American Goldfinch 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


214 

X 

House Sparrow 

X 





X 


190 

X 

Red-necked Grebe 





X 
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In Memorium: Charles G. Sibley 
by Paul A. Johnsgard, UNL, Lincoln 68588-0118. 

On April 12 this year, Dr. Charles Sibley passed away in California. 
Although a Nebraskan by neither birth nor occupation, his work on hybrid zones 
among various passerines in the Platte Valley of central Nebraska during the 1950s 
became a model for modern studies in field approaches to both evolutionary biology 
and species-level taxonomy. His study also identified for the first time the Platte 
Valley as a major evolutionary "suture zone" between eastern and western 
avifaunas. When I arrived at Cornell in 1955, all of Dr. Sibley's graduate students 
were doing their fieldwork in Nebraska, collecting specimens of the various 
species-pairs or quasi-species (Colaptes, Pheucticus, Passerina, Pipilo, Icterus) 
hybridizing there. The results of these studies had a major impact on the thinking of 
American ornithologists regarding species limits in groups such as the towhees, 
flickers, and orioles. 

Other more complete obituaries have appeared elsewhere (e.g., Ibis 
140:697-99, 1998) and will certainly continue to appear; the following account 
concentrates on my personal recollections and assessments. When I arrived in 
Ithaca in 1956, Dr. Sibley had himself not been at Cornell long, having moved 
there in 1953 from San Jose State College. I wanted to do graduate work with him 
more than anyone else in the country, especially because he indicated an interest in 
supporting my ideas for a study on the comparative behavior of ducks as a 
taxonomic tool. Dr. Sibley proved to be the most intellectually stimulating teacher 
I had ever known, and also one of the most demanding and, at times, tyrannical. To 
be sure, his famous temper made all his students quake in his presence and regard 
him as a godlike figure to be disobeyed only at one's utter peril. Yet he could also 
be charmingly funny; he was also endlessly interesting. 

Dr. Sibley replaced the venerable A. A. Allen at Cornell, a genial man who 
for more than four decades had taught his life-history approach towards 
ornithology to legions of young students. Dr. Sibley, on the other hand, took it upon 
himself to "sweep out the cobwebs" left over from Dr.Allen's long reign, and many 
unfortunate students perished academically during that tumultuous transition phase. 
Despite this turmoil, he attracted overflow crowds to his introductory ornithology 
classes, captivating them with his great lecturing ability and complete command of 
his subject. 

My three years there were spent on a full fellowship, so I never had to act 
as one of Dr. Sibley's often-suffering graduate assistants; however, I did work for 
him as a lab technician during the summer of 1958. That summer was a critical one 
in Dr. Sibley's important transformation from species-level taxonomy using whole 
specimen data, to a much more molecular taxonomic approach. He had obtained a 
one-year N.S.F. Grant for a pilot-study on the feasibility of adopting blood proteins 
as a taxonomic tool, using paper electrophoresis. He assigned me the job of 
obtaining a variety of birds, mostly different breeds of chickens and turkeys from 
the poultry department, plus pheasants, quails, and ducks from the state-operated 
game farm near Ithaca. I dutifully shuttled these birds back and forth, obtaining 
blood samples and running their serum analyses. These efforts, however, produced 
extremely disheartening results, owing to great individual variability in the serum 
profiles. 
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By chance i had read a paper written by Robert McCabe and H. F. Duetsch, 
and published in the Wilson Bulletin about a decade previously. This study indicated 
that significant inter-species differences exist in the electrophoretic profiles of 
egg-white proteins from various gamebirds, and I decided to try confirm and 
extend their findings. I had to do this experiment surreptitiously, however, since I 
would be dealt with harshly and my career fatally, should Dr. Sibley discover my 
departure from his strict lab protocol. Near the summer's end, Dr. Sibely 
proclaimed our efforts on blood proteins a failure and announced he would not ask 
for more N.S.F. grant money to continue the study. Gathering my courage, I then 
showed him the results of the egg-white samples I had done. Within minutes he 
grasped their potential and immediately laid plans for a new grant to undertake a 
massive survey of North American birds. 

Soon after that, I began to feel like a sorcerer's apprentice, for the event 
marked the start of his wholesale egg-collecting activities first in the U.S. and 
eventually worldwide. His subsequent work was the first to exploit molecular 
biology for the higher-level taxonomy of the world’s birds, and led directly to his 
later studies on DNA-DNA hybridization, which shook the avian taxonomic tree to 
its very roots. 

Dr. Sibley left Cornell in 1965 for Yale University, where he began the DNA 
work made him world famous. He retired from there in 1986, moving to California 
to compete work on two major books, one describing the phylogeny and 
classification of the birds of the world, and the other providing an exhaustive 
survey of the distribution and taxonomy of all the world's bird species. These 
works are the most important monographs ever done on the subject. 

Even toward the end of his life when we spoke to each other on the phone, I 
was unable to address him as "Charles." He will always simply be "Dr. Sibley,” a 
person who totally changed my life, my interests, and my career goals. 




m 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 66 Nfl.2 


Three Poems by Twyla Hansen 

Twyla Hansen was raised on a farm in northeast Nebraska on land her 
grandparents farmed as immigrants from Denmark in the late 1800’s. And since 
1982, she has worked as a horticulturist and arboretum curator at Nebraska 
Wesleyan University. Twyla Hansen, in the words of Bill Kloefkorn, Nebraska’s 
State Poet, “connects”: “Her truths are in those taproots without which poetry 
would surely expire for lack of nourishment.” 

She received her B.S from the University of Nebraska. Twyla and her 
husband Tom live in Lincoln where their yard is maintained as an urban wildlife 
habitat. In 1989, the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum awarded her the Johnny 
Appleseed Award for “sustained personal involvement in tree planting.” 

The recipient of the 1988 trophy buckle poetry prize from Elkhorn Review , 
Twyla Hansen has published two collections of verse, How to Live in the Heartland 
(1992) and In Our Very Bones (1997), Her poems-whether they feature her 
husband’s snoring or the prairie’s flowing-attest to her bountiful love of the 
environment and her joyful connections with the people of Nebraska. As Don Welch 
says of her work, “This poet’s got it. By gosh, she’s got it. Got this place down 
pat. Its genus is Nebraskensis , and its species is pure Hansen.” 

The following poems, “Blue Heron,” “Warbler,” and "Turkey Vultures” 
appear in Twyla Hansen’s book, In Our Very Bones (available from Slow Tempo 
Press, P.0. Box 83686, Lincoln, NE 68501-3686). 

Blue Herons 
What does it mean— all day 
rain coming straight down, slow, 
a noticeable absence of wind, 
leaves plush beneath canopies, 
stilt-legs in the flooded fields? 

All morning I have glimpsed them— 
along this highway bottomland 
the river tried hard to reclaim, 
broken dikes and debris and backwater— 
blue-gray sentinels nearly motionless, 
patient for a meal. 

And what can we do— 
in these wide-open spaces 
where mud creeks are capable 
of churning out of their banks, 
flattening brome and fence and farmland— 

but to take inventory of threatened senses, 
to pick ourselves up above the water, 
to rise, to rise? 
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Warbler 

I’ve heard them, 
their sweet cantatas drifting 
from a cathedral of oaks— 
yet, straining, I’m unable 
to sight them in their high loft 
during migration, 

until one fall day 
against the door glass 
an unlucky traveler, 
a delicate marvel, 
a revelation of bib and stripe 
and wingbar, 

and I carry it limp in my palm 

to a honeylocust trunk, 

returning it to a damp mulch of earth, 

saying thank you, 

saying forgive me, 

saying what other exquisites 

dwell in this shelter of canopy- 

one song now lost, Turkey Vultures 

yet infinitely, through a cloister 

of leaves, echoing. Lofted silence. Terrible red baldness. 

How we’re at once repulsed and fascinated, 
your return to this dense suburban woodlot. 
Circling like so many slow wings caught 
in a down draft, feathertips spread, 
unflapping landing gear of the ancient. 

A dozen or so on a long migration, 
this stop-over and surrounding fields, 
a day of fattening on the dead 
and dying. 

We shudder at your bad taste, 
your naked unmistakable head 
as if held too close to something evil, 
of dark prince of the scavengers. 

This neighborhood sleeps uneasy, 

after sunset the roosting in high branches. 

Deep down each of us welcoming 

this ritual, this annual wildness in our midst, 

each in our bones dreading that spiral 

toward the inevitable. 
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“A Half-century of Winter Bird Surveys at Lincoln and Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska” by Paul A. Johnsgard, School of Biological Sciences, U. of Nebraska- 
Lincoln 68588 

Since 1900, the National Audubon Society has sponsored annual “Christmas 
bird counts" during the two-week period encompassing Christmas; and as a result, 
long-term data on winter bird populations have accumulated, especially for some 
locations. The first two such counts in Nebraska were made in 1909 and in 1912 in 
Lincoln. While similar counts were made in Omaha from 1909 to 1911, no further 
counts were conducted elsewhere in the state until the 1940’s. Beginning in 1947 
and continuing to the present, an unbroken series of counts were made in Lincoln, 
usually by members of the University Place Bird Club, the Audubon Naturalist’s 
Club, or the Wachiska chapter of the National Audubon Society. Omaha counts were 
re-initiated in 1944 and, except for a gap from 1955-1961, have also continued to 
the present. The only other long-term series of counts comes from Scottsbluff 
where an unbroken set of counts extends from 1949 to the present. 

Few efforts have been made to summarize this great mass of potentially 
valuable information. In 1945, Leonard Wing offered a nation-wide summary of 
results for the first forty years of counts. Based on numbers of birds reported 
relative to observation time, his research indicated that the most common species 
nationally were the Red-winged Blackbird, American Crow, Common Grackle, Dark¬ 
eyed Junco, American Robin, American Tree Sparrow, European Starling, House 
Sparrow, Greater and Lesser Scaups, and Mallard. Based on the frequency of their 
occurrence in the total census sample for Lincoln, the most consistently reported 
species were the Downy Woodpecker, Song Sparrow, American Crow, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Dark-eyed Junco, White-breasted Nuthatch, Black-capped Chickadee, 
Blue Jay, American Tree Sparrow, and Golden-crowned Kinglet. Another nation¬ 
wide summary was made by Terry Root (1988), who analyzed data for the period 
1963-72, and produced computer-generated maps showing the North American 
winter distributions of 253 species. 

Because of the potential value of these counts in tracking Nebraska bird 
populations, I decided to analyze the data for the Lincoln and Scottsbluff areas. 
Early Christmas bird counts were generally not very thorough, and typically 
involved a few hours of effort by one or two people. Thus, the Lincoln counts for 
1909 and 1911 were included in my analysis for their historic interest only. By 
the time the counts in Lincoln were re-initiated in the 1940’s, strict guidelines had 
been established. Among these rules was the restriction in count area to a 15-mile 
diameter circle around a fixed point, which in Lincoln was initially established at 
the corner of A and 14th streets. In 1971, the count center was moved west about 
three miles to the corner of West Coddington Avenue and A Street, probably to 
bring recently formed reservoirs such as Pawnee Lake and Conestoga Lake into the 
census area. Additionally, records on total “party hours” and total “party miles” 
had to be reported to adjust for the progressively increasing numbers of persons 
involved and the similarly increasing amount of travel by automobile. Similarly, 
the Scottsbluff counts were initially not very restricted in coverage. These counts 
included Lake Alice and Lake Minatare, which often support vast numbers of early 
winter Mallards. Later counts were centered in eastern Scottsbluff, and still later 
ones (beginning in 1988) were centered at Scotts Bluff National Monument, which 
would probably favor conifer-adapted species. 
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Although I initially intended to analyze only the Lincoln-area data, I soon 
realized that several interesting comparisons might be made if date from 
Scottsbluff were also included. Scottsbluff is 400 miles west of Lincoln, some 
3,000 feet higher in elevation, and its native woodland vegetation is mainly 
influenced by the western coniferous forest rather than the eastern deciduous 
forest. Its winter average temperatures average about the same as Lincoln’s, but 
its frost-free period averages about 40 days shorter. 

Since 52 years of data were available from Lincoln starting in 1946, I 
decided to group results into 17 sets of years. These triads were in turn grouped 
in one ten-year period (1946 to 1955), four nine-year periods (1956-1991), plus 
a recent six-year period from 1991 to 1997. In Scottsbluff, the 48 years of data 
available to me were similarly divided into five nine-year periods beginning in 
1949, plus a three-year period including 1994 through 1996. During that total 
period some changes in species-level taxonomy have occurred. For example, the 
rufous-sided towhee has been “split” into two species, so records of these have 
been grouped simply as “towhee sp.” The various forms of flickers, juncos, and 
other racial variants have been lumped as well. Furthermore, records of 
meadowlarks during winter in eastern Nebraska certainly include both eastern and 
western forms (but probably mostly westerns); these two nearly inseparable 
species have likewise been grouped together as “meadowlarks sp.” for Lincoln- 
area counts; but the Scottsbluff counts are presumed to be entirely comprised of 
Western Meadowlarks. A few sightings of inadequately identified birds such as 
“falcon sp.,” “duck sp.,” and the like have been ignored. Rock Doves were 
evidently not included in the Christmas count summaries until the 1970’s, but were 
present and fairly common in Lincoln when I arrived in 1961, and probably also 
then occurred in Scottsbluff. 

Table 1 presents a listing of species ranked according to their relative 
consistency of occurrence in the Lincoln area over the entire 54-year period. 
Within each grouping the species are organized by diminishing occurrence; thus in 
the last grouping, the 17 species listed from American Bittern to Pine Grosbeak 
have been reported only once, whereas the Black-capped Chickadee, American Tree 
Sparrow, and Dark-eyed Junco are the only species that were observed on every 
year’s count. Compared with Leonard Wing’s list of highly-consistent species, 
those in both lists are the three just mentioned ones plus the Blue Jay, American 
Crow, Hairy Woodpecker, and Song Sparrow. Table 2 provides a similar listing for 
Scottsbluff, and the same table provides come comparative information for the two 
locations. 

Tables 4 and 5 list all those species that were observed during at least five 
Lincoln and Scottsbluff counts respectively, and indicates the total number of 
individuals reported during each multi-year interval. To provide a basis for making 
between-year comparisons, the total average numbers of party hours and party 
miles for each of these intervals are also provided. Although it might seem logical 
that more consistency might occur when comparing party-hours than party-miles, 
a surprisingly low range of variation occurred with the latter comparison in both 
localities, suggesting that it might be the better normalizing statistic. 

Although the cumulative numerical totals for the European Starling are 
shown for the Lincoln counts, the great year-to-year variation in their abundance 
(owing to the occasional presence of massive winter roosts during some counts) 
made it impractical to include these numbers without greatly affecting the relative 
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numerical composition of all the other species. The same was true for the Mallard 
data from Scottsbluff. 

Migrant birds other than Starlings that exhibited substantial year-to-year 
variability in winter abundance in the Lincoln area were the Horned Lark and the 
Lapland Longspur, both of which are known to be quite unpredictably common, 
depending on snow cover in the Great Plains. In Scottsbluff, there were similar 
large temporal variations in species such as the Pinyon Jay, Bohemian Waxwings, 
and the Western Meadowlark. 

Species that remained consistently abundant in the Lincoln area throughout 
most or all of the entire period include the Red-tailed Hawk, Ring-necked Pheasant, 
Mourning Dove, Great Horned Owl, most woodpeckers, Blue Jay, American Crow, 
Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Cedar 
Waxwing, European Starling, Northern Cardinal, American Tree Sparrow, Song 
Sparrow, Harris’ Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, the Meadowlarks, American 
Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. These species mostly comprise Lincoln’s basic early 
winter avifauna, although the Cedar Waxwing is likely to disappear during very cold 
periods. The species that have been consistently abundant in the Scottsbluff area 
include many of these same species, but excludes the Mourning Dove, Red-headed 
and Red-bellied Woodpeckers, Cedar Waxwing, and the Harris’ Sparrow. The 
Black-billed Magpie and the Red-winged Blackbird, however, have been consistently 
abundant there. 

Most of the strongly increasing species in the Lincoln area, including geese, 
ducks, gulls, and other water-related birds such as the Red-winged Blackbirds, 
reflect the increased amounts of surface water now present. European Starlings, 
Common Grackles, and Brown-headed Cowbirds, which mainly comprise the great 
flocks of migrating “blackbirds” that now annually descend on Lincoln, have 
learned to exploit the nearby grainfields and the relative warmth and safety of the 
city during winter months. American Crows have also increasingly adapted to city 
life. The recent explosion of House Finches in Lincoln illustrates the westward 
expansion of the species from the Atlantic Coast since the 1940’s. This species 
and other seed-eaters such as Northern Cardinals have also no doubt benefitted 
from the great increase in bird-feeding activities by Lincolnites. 

In Scottsbluff, some similar increasing trends have occurred, such as with 
the Canada Goose, American Wigeon, Wild Turkey, Blue Jay, American Crow, and 
House Finch. The Wild Turkey and Canada Goose have greatly benefitted by the 
Game and Parks Commission’s introduction efforts, and the Blue Jay and House 
Finch probably have gained in numbers through bird-feeding activities, as they have 
in Lincoln. 

Species that have declined in the Lincoln area over the entire period include 
the Short-eared Owl, Tufted Titmouse, and perhaps the Red Crossbill and Evening 
Grosbeak. Short-eared Owls have declined nationally during the period between 
1966 and 1993, whereas Tufted Titmice have increased (Price et al., 1995). 
Reduced numbers of crossbills and grosbeaks may reflect the ameliorating winters 
of recent decades. 

Fewer species seem to have declined in the Scottsbluff area, but they 
certainly include the Northern Bobwhite, and possibly also the Brown Creeper and 
House Sparrow. The sample size of the Brown Creeper may also be too small to be 
significant, and the apparent House Sparrow variations are unconvincing. 
Nationally, House Sparrow populations declined considerably between 1966 and 
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1993, but Brown Creeper trends are unclear (Price et al., 1995). The Northern 
Bobwhite is near the western edge of its native range in western Nebraska and 
might thus be subject to irregular population changes. It too has declined nationally 
since 1966. 
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TABLE 1 

Relative Species Occurrence During Entire 53-Year Count Period 
(1909-1997) at Lincoln, Nebraska* 

Recorded 50 or More Years : American Tree Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Blue Jay, 
American Crow, Common Flicker, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, 
European Starling, Northern Cardinal, Song Sparrow, House Sparrow, American 
Goldfinch, Harris’ Sparrow. 

Recorded 41-50 Years: White-breasted Nuthatch, Red-tailed Hawk, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, Great Horned Owl, Ring-necked Pheasant, American Kestrel, Mallard, 
Meadowlark spp., Northern Harrier, Mourning Dove. 

Recorded 31-40 Years : Pine Siskin, Horned Lark, Cedar Waxwing, Belted 
Kingfisher, Purple Finch, Long-eared Owl, Common Grackle. 

Recorded 21-30 Years: White-throated Sparrow, Towhee spp., Loggerhead Shrike, 
Rock Dove, White-crowned Sparrow, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Barred Owl. 

Recorded 11-20 Years : Brown Thrasher, Tufted Titmouse, Cooper’s Hawk, Red¬ 
headed Woodpecker, Brewer’s Blackbird, Common Merganser, Common Snipe, 
Great Blue Heron, Winter Wren, Carolina Wren, Lapland Longspur, Short-eared Owl, 
Northern Shrike, Canada Goose, Swamp Sparrow, Rusty Blackbird, Townsend’s 
Solitaire, Brown Thrasher, House Finch, Herring Gull. 

Recorded 5-10 Years : Eastern Bluebird, Field Sparrow, Common Goldeneye, Red 
Crossbill, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Evening Grosbeak, Wood Duck, Peregrine Falcon, 
Bohemian Waxwing, Black-billed Magpie, Lincoln’s Sparrow, Northern Pintail, 
Lesser Scaup, American Coot. 

Recorded Fewer Than 5 Years: Double-crested Cormorant, American Wigeon, 
Bufflehead, Northern Sawwhet Owl, Smith’s Longspur, Greater White-fronted 
goose, Wild Turkey, Northern Mockingbird, Fox Sparrow, Green-winged Teal, 
Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Hooded Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Northern Goshawk, 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, Snow Bunting, White-winged Crossbill, American Bittern, 
Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Canvasback, Osprey, Swainson’s Hawk, 
Ferruginous Hawk, Parasitic Jaeger, Common Barn-owl, Pygmy Nuthatch, Orange- 
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crowned Warbler, Black-headed Grosbeak, Dickcissel, Chipping Sparrow, Savannah 
Sparrow, Great-tailed Grackle, Pine Grosbeak 

* Arranged within groups in sequence of descending frequency. 


TABLE 2 

Relative Frequency of Species, 1949-1996, Scottsbluff CBC 

Observed 41 to 48 Years: Mallard, Northern Harrier, American Kestrel, Ring¬ 
necked Pheasant, Belted Kingfisher, Downy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Horned 
Lark, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, 
American Robin, Townsend’s Solitaire, European Starling, American Tree Sparrow, 
Dark-eyed Junco, Red-winged Blackbird, Western Meadowlark, American 
Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 

Observed 31 -40 Years : Canada Goose, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Great 
Horned Owl, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Shrike, White-crowned Sparrow, House 
Finch, Pine Siskin. 

Observed 21-30 Years: Northern Pintail, American Wigeon, Common Goldeneye, 
Common Merganser, Bald Eagle, Merlin, Northern Bobwhite, Killdeer, Common 
Snipe, Rock Dove, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Song Sparrow. 

Observed 11-20 Years: Great Blue Heron, Green-winged Teal, Golden Eagle, Prairie 
Falcon, Wild Turkey, Mourning Dove, Pinyon Jay, Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Harris’ Sparrow, Evening Grosbeak. 

Observed 5-10 Years : Snow Goose, Blue-winged Teal, Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
Swainson’s Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Eastern Screech owl, 
Mountain Chickadee, Bohemian Waxwing, Cedar Waxwing, Brewer’s Blackbird, 
Common Grackle, Common Redpoll. 

Observed Fewer Than 5 Years : Western Grebe, Mute Swan, Black Duck, Gadwall, 
Cinnamon Teal, Northern Shoveler, European Wigeon, Canvasback, Ring-necked 
Duck, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Turkey Vulture, Cooper’s Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, 
Sharp-tailed Grouse, Chukar, Ring-billed Gull, Franklin’s Gull, Herring Gull, 
American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Long-eared Owl, Red-headed Woodpecker, Lewis’ 
Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Gray Jay, Steller's Jay, Tufted Titmouse, 
Pygmy Nuthatch, Loggerhead Shrike, Marsh Wren, Water Pipit, Northern 
Mockingbird, Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Vesper Sparrow, 
Chipping Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Field 
Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Northern Oriole, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Purple Finch, 
Cassin’s Finch, White-winged Crossbill, Pine Grosbeak. 

TABLE 3 

Comparison of Winter Bird Populations at Lincoln and Scottsbluff 

Species Very Frequently Recorded (at least 40 years, or 80% of counts) at both 

Scottsbluff and Lincoln : Mallard, Ring-necked Pheasant, Northern Harrier, Downy 
Woodpecker, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, European 
Starling, Dark-eyed Junco, American Goldfinch, Meadowlark spp., House Sparrow. 
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Species Regularly Recorded (over 40% of countsl at Scottsbluff. but Rare or 

flhsent at Lincoln: Black-billed Magpie, Townsend’s Solitaire, Rough-legged Hawk, 
American Wigeon. 

Species Regularly Recorded (over 40% of countsl at Lincoln, but Rare or Absent at 

foottsbluff: Northern Cardinal, Purple Finch, Long-eared Owl, Barred Owl, Brown¬ 
headed Cowbird. 

Most Abundant Species in Lincoln-area Counts (Descending Overall Abundance): 

European Starling, House Sparrow, American Tree Sparrow, Lapland Longspur, 
Dark-eyed Junco, Canada Goose, American Crow, Mallard, American Goldfinch, 
Horned Lark, Black-capped Chickadee, Red-winged Blackbird. 

Most Abundant Species in Scottsbluff-area Counts (Descending Overall Abundance): 

Mallard, Canada Goose, European Starling, Red-winged Blackbird, House Sparrow, 
Horned Lark, American Tree Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, American Robin, Black¬ 
billed Magpie, Rock Dove, American Goldfinch. 

Increasing Species: Canada Goose (Both), Mallard (Lincoln), Bald Eagle (Both), 
American Kestrel (Lincoln), Ring-necked Pheasant (Lincoln), Wild Turkey 
(Scottsbluff), Mourning Dove (Lincoln), Blue Jay (Scottsbluff), American Crow 
(Both), Black-capped Chickadee (Lincoln), White-breasted Nuthatch (Lincoln), Red¬ 
winged Blackbird (Lincoln), Brown-headed Cowbird (Lincoln), House Finch (Both). 
Decreasing Species: Bobwhite (Scottsbluff), Horned Lark (Lincoln), Tufted Titmouse 
(Lincoln), House Sparrow (Scottsbluff). 

Average Total Species: Lincoln 45; Scottsbluff, 42. 

Average Birds p ei Partv-mile: Lincoln, 187; Scottsbluff, 182. 


TABLE 4 

Wild Bird Surveys at Lincoln, Nebraska 


Inclusive Years (19_) 

09,12 

46-55 

52-64 

65-73 

74-82 

83-91 

92-97 

Total Birds 

Freq. 

Great Blue Heron 


1 



4 

8 

27 

40 

15 

Snow Goose 



1 


2 

1652 

107 

1762 

12 

Canada Goose 




1 

162 

5269 

17,661 

23093 

23 

Wood Duck 




2 

3 

5 

3 

13 

7 

Mallard 


12 

183 

2696 

1097 

4242 

4766 

12996 

44 

Northern Pintail 



2 


3 

2 

11 

18 

5 

Lesser Scaup 




8 


43 

2 

53 

5 

Common Goldeneye 




12 

2 

187 

137 

338 

9 

Common Merganser 




5 


2213 

73 

2291 

17 

Bald Eagle 






3 

4 

7 

6 

Northern Harrier 


39 

17 

11 

53 

47 

37 

204 

41 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 


6 

11 

10 

17 

35 

30 

109 

36 

Cooper’s Hawk 


7 

3 

1 

7 

6 

5 

29 

19 
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Inclusive Years (19_) 

09,12 

46-55 

52-64 

65-73 

74-82 

83-91 

92-97 

Total Birds 

Freq. 

Red-tailed Hawk 


37 

46 

100 

205 

420 

398 

1206 

49 

Rough-legged Hawk 


10 

6 

8 

24 

15 

11 

74 

35 

American Kestrel 


37 

61 

49 

no 

205 

149 

611 

46 

Merlin 


3 



6 

4 

4 

17 

14 

Peregrine Falcon 


2 



1 

3 

1 

7 

7 

Ring-necked Pheasant 


22 

49 

96 

309 

447 

205 

1128 

47 

Northern Bobwhite 


3 

4 

112 

254 

107 

186 

666 

30 

American Coot 




6 

1 

2 


9 

5 

Kildeer 



3 

4 

2 

15 

2 

26 

12 

Common Snipe 



6 

3 

13 

3 

21 

46 

16 

Ring-billed Gull 




2 

8 

414 

585 

1009 

14 

Herring Gull 





5 

86 

57 

148 

10 

Rock Dove 

Not 

lixkjdKtm 

Brly 

Counts 

1480 

2371 

2926 

6777 

24 

Mourning Dove 


25 

382 

979 

1229 

799 

1056 

4470 

41 

Eastern Screech-owl 




14 

211 

122 

47 

394 

26 

Great Homed Owl 


50 

38 

42 

139 

190 

100 

559 

48 

Barred Owl 




1 

24 

25 

18 

68 

22 

Long-eared Owl 


47 

14 

1 

111 

87 

40 

300 

31 

Short-eared Owl 


6 

2 

5 

6 

1 


20 

34 

Belted Kingfisher 


3 

4 

7 

44 

66 

40 

164 

34 

Red-headed Woodpecker 



2 


56 

20 

12 

90 

19 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 


41 

63 

49 

156 

195 

145 

649 

48 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 



14 

4 

11 

9 

9 

47 

27 

Downy Woodpecker 

11 

248 

207 

168 

474 

724 

513 

2345 

51 

Hairy Woodpecker 

1 

64 

39 

39 

158 

146 

96 

543 

51 

Northern Flicker 

1 

141 

128 

90 

302 

298 

160 

1120 

52 

Homed Lark 

95 

76 

613 

969 

5459 

203 

1870 

9285 

38 

Blue Jay 

2 

85 

311 

626 

1497 

2653 

1948 

7122 

51 

Black-billed Magpie 






3 

15 

18 

5 

American Crow 

20 

1589 

2899 

1025 

2072 

4062 

5075 

16742 

52 

Tufted Titmouse 


51 

40 

9 

5 

1 


106 

20 

Black-capped Chickadee 

21 

845 

838 

492 

2031 

3312 

1628 

9167 

53 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 


68 

62 

29 

86 

84 

146 

475 

43 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

5 

60 

356 

102 

380 

670 

368 

1941 

49 

Brown Creeper 

6 

139 

156 

39 

119 

215 

150 

824 

51 

Carolina Wren 


1 




12 

10 

23 

13 

Winter Wren 


2 



5 

6 

4 

17 

14 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 


86 

226 

76 

174 

427 

199 

1188 

46 
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Inclusive Years (19—) 

09,12 

46-55 

52-64 

65-73 

74-82 

83-91 

92-97 

Total Birds 

Freq. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 


18 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

27 

7 

Eastern Bluebird 




1 

10 

3 

1 

15 

9 

American Robin 


949 

220 

377 

174 

754 

508 

2982 

44 

Townsend’s Solitaire 



8 


7 

2 

1 

18 

11 

Brown Thrasher 


2 

3 

3 

5 

8 

2 

23 

20 

Bohemian Waxwing 



5 

1 


3 


9 

5 

Cedar Waxwing 


155 

194 

385 

429 

692 

242 

2097 

38 

Northern Shrike 


1 



1 

14 

5 

21 

12 

Loggerhead Shrike 


4 

7 

9 

12 

13 

5 

50 

29 

European Starling 


1544 

5032 

39777 

142183 

30642 

15937 


51 

Northern Cardinal 


409 

489 

408 

995 

1368 

1019 

4688 

51 

Towhee sp. 


16 

5 

9 

11 

24 

19 

84 

31 

American Tree Sparrow 

68 

1461 

3259 

4103 

15547 

4669 

4372 

33479 

53 

Field Sparrow 



1 

2 

1 


5 

9 

9 

Song Sparrow 

5 

245 

121 

79 

185 

161 

137 

933 

51 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 





8 

15 

1 

24 

5 

Swamp Sparrow 





23 

1 

1 

25 

11 

White-throated Sparrow 


2 

5 

12 

54 

103 

64 

240 

29 

White-crowned Sparrow 


8 

7 

10 

38 

73 

22 

158 

28 

Harris’ Sparrow 


176 

895 

1863 

2622 

1699 

646 

7901 

51 

Dark-eyed Junco 

36 

2056 

3079 

2743 

4559 

8323 

4752 

25548 

53 

Lapland Longspur 


28 

2000 

852 

23555 


67 

26502 

13 

Red-winged Blackbird 


56 

230 

239 

1350 

3707 

2792 

8374 

38 

Meadowlark sp. 

5 

52 

851 

1566 

1672 

678 

727 

5551 

44 

Brewer’s Blackbird 


118 

1 

9 

39 

300 

1 

468 

17 

Rusty Blackbird 



8 

75 

96 

19 

17 

215 

11 

Common Grackle 


2 

28 

116 

40 

196 

62 

444 

31 

Brown-headed Cowbird 


1 

54 

178 

455 

553 

41 

1282 

24 

Purple Finch 


22 

58 

111 

200 

118 

41 

550 

32 

House Finch 





15 

139 

743 

897 

10 

Red Crossbill 


130 

278 

77 

11 

12 


508 

14 

Common Redpoll 


5 


123 

16 

4 


148 

8 

Pine Siskin 


19 

584 

207 

269 

402 

346 

1827 

40 

American Goldfinch 


505 

1100 

954 

2947 

2640 

1908 

10054 

51 

Evening Grosbeak 


1 

13 

3 

3 

2 


22 

7 

House Sparrow 


2723 

11158 

19372 

29039 

21975 

6807 

91074 

51 
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TOTAL BIRDS * 

276 

12970 

31449 

41780 

102906 

80808 

66412 

336606 


Averag Total Birds/ Year* 

138 

1613 

4053 

4642 

27230 

12383 

13725 

10630 


Average Total Species 

9 

30.6 

45.5 

44.1 

59.6 

63.8 

66.6 

45.2 


Average Total Observers 

2 

10.3 

12.8 

12.5 

24.7 

42.1 

32.8 

19.5 


Average Party Hours 

5 

26.7 

22.5 

32.7 

80.1 

92.6 

110 

52.7 


Average Party Miles 

? 

64 

152 

218 

467 

448 

521 

312 


Average Birds/Party Mile 

? 

25 

27 

21 

58 

27 

26 

34 


*Excluding S 

tarlinc 









TABLE FIVE 

Winter Bird Surveys at Scottsbluff, Nebraska 


Inclusive Years (19_) 

49-57 

58-66 

67-75 

76-84 

85-93 

94-96 

Total Birds 

Freq. 

Great Blue Heron 


1 


7 

16 

6 

29 

13 

Snow Goose 




5 

1 

31 

37 

5 

Canada Goose 

8 

312 

902 

1791 

25588 

32218 

60819 

35 

Green-winged Teal 

6 

132 

43 

24 

109 

11 

325 

16 

Mallard 

45016 

245779 

366153 

6000 

34985 

19989 


48 

Northern Pintail 

8 

15 

64 

19 

90 

10 

206 

24 

Blue-winged Teal 



30 

8 

6 


57 

5 

American Wigeon 


5 

51 

67 

480 

127 

730 

21 

Common Goldeneye 

10 

40 

75 

9 

63 

145 

342 

28 

Common Merganser 

27 

184 

461 

4 

7 


683 

25 

Bald Eagle 


9 

30 

13 

64 

16 

132 

27 

Northern Harrier 

27 

46 

35 

13 

54 

9 

176 

42 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 




1 

5 

1 

7 

5 

Red-tailed Hawk 


6 

17 

20 

23 

17 

31 

31 

Swainson’s Hawk 



4 

2 


2 

8 

5 

Ferruginous Hawk 




2 

2 

4 

8 

6 

Rough-legged Hawk 

11 

17 

17 

19 

20 

8 

92 

32 

Golden Eagle 

3 

6 

17 

1 

10 

6 

43 

17 

American Kestrel 

14 

38 

38 

81 

89 

40 

300 

42 

Merlin 

1 

5 

5 

15 

6 

1 

33 

22 

Prairie Falcon 


1 

3 

7 

7 


18 

12 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

46 

118 

43 

86 

83 

10 

386 

47 

Northern Bobwhite 

106 

176 

75 

47 

29 

11 

444 

21 

Wild Turkey 


23 

19 

28 

274 

165 

532 

16 

Kildeer 

25 

21 

4 

48 

3 

1 

89 

24 
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Inclusive Years (19—) 

49-57 

58-66 

67-75 

76-84 

85-93 

94-96 

Total Birds 

Freq. 

Common Snipe 

17 

21 

17 

8 

9 

9 

81 

26 

Rode Dove 

Nat 

Cauntad 

163 

963 

938 

183 

2247 

24 

Mourning Dove 

7 

77 

21 

13 

2 


120 

16 

Eastern Screech-owl 


3 

3 

1 

1 


8 

9 

Great Homed Owl 

5 

30 

20 

21 

16 

10 

102 

38 

Belted Kingfisher 

9 

14 

17 

15 

17 

6 

102 

41 

Downy Woodpecker 

79 

66 

68 

71 

52 

1 

346 

46 

Hairy Woodpecker 

22 

24 

12 

12 

8 

8 

79 

36 

Northern Flicker 

152 

223 

241 

309 

215 

88 

1228 

48 

Homed Lark 

374 

1365 

2657 

1008 

4310 

152 

9866 

46 

Blue Jay 

24 

50 

115 

169 

417 

120 

795 

44 

Black-billed Magpie 

484 

6 81 

350 

360 

454 

141 

2470 

48 

American Crow 

28 

87 

89 

422 

624 

220 

1470 

41 

Pinyon Jay 

55 

70 

391 

453 

11 

12 

1022 

44 

Black-capped Chickadee 

372 

317 

270 

331 

318 

113 

1423 

47 

Mountain Chickadee 



7 

5 


10 

22 

5 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

15 

20 

6 

9 

14 

20 

79 

30 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

2 

10 

3 

2 

4 


21 

11 

Brown Creeper 

10 

9 

1 

5 

1 

1 

27 

16 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

2 

3 

3 

5 

15 


28 

14 

American Robin 

696 

386 

608 

1302 

220 

516 

3728 

47 

Townsend’s Solitaire 

38 

62 

44 

31 

52 

67 

294 

42 

Bohemian Waxwing 


575 

146 

31 

52 

14 

818 

8 

Cedar Waxwing 

38 


174 

30 

2 


206 

10 

Northern Shrike 

10 

26 

20 

25 

25 

14 

120 

39 

European Starling 

1880 

14127 

14212 

10227 

9708 

7973 

48927 

48 

American Tree Sparrow 

791 

1549 

941 

923 

579 

242 

5025 

47 

Song Sparrow 

12 

20 

12 

8 

18 

16 

86 

28 

White-crowned Sparrow 

131 

365 

61 

85 

242 

18 

902 

40 

Harris’ Sparrow 


3 

29 

32 

4 


68 

14 

Dark-eyed Junco 

923 

1087 

647 

739 

1079 

250 

4725 

47 

Red-winged Blackbird 

2636 

14500 

5531 

2238 

12888 

2600 

40393 

43 

Western Meadowlark 

321 

828 

592 

164 

272 

19 

2196 

43 

Brewer’s Blackbird 

10 

23 

31 




64 

6 

Common Grackle 




8 

53 

3 

65 

6 

House Finch 

24 

156 

301 

676 

827 

201 

1791 

39 

Common Redpoll 

42 

16 


60 



118 

5 

Pine Siskin 

207 

305 

253 

362 

426 

453 

2006 

39 
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Inclusive Years (19_) 

49-57 

58-66 

67-75 

76-84 

85-93 

94-96 

Total Birds 

Freq. 

American Goldfinch 

448 

266 

342 

499 

413 

238 

2206 

45 

Evening Grosbeak 

10 

139 

9 

48 

3 

136 

345 

12 

House Sparrow 

3201 

13505 

8617 

7438 

4659 

1374 

38794 

48 










Average Total Birds* 

13367 

52163 

38957 

31425 

65947 

48069 

33212 


Average Total Birds/Year* 

1485 

5907 

4328 

3492 

7327 

16023 

6427 


Average Total Species 

28 

43 

42 

43 

45 

50 

45 


Average Total Party Hours 

22 

30 

29 

29 

20 

17 

24 


Average Total Party Miles 

93 

192 

206 

237 

187 

176 

182 


Average Birds/Party Mile 

43 

21 

19 

15 

39 

91 

35 


^Excluding Mallard 








SUMMER FIELD REPORT, JUNE-JULY, 1998 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock (P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653) and Joel G. Jorgensen 
1218 Jackson St, Blair, NE 68008) 


INTRODUCTION 

First, some housekeeping is in order. We have used several reports from 
observations submitted to NEBIRDS; in addition, numerous reports reached us by 
email. We ask that all observers include their email addresses in their reports so 
that if questions arise, communication becomes very easy. Please submit reports 
and comments to Ross Silcock by email at silcock@sidney.heartland.net. We also 
gather sightings reported to the Nebraska Birdline, operated by Loren and Babs 
Padelford at Bellevue; these reports are placed on the Internet through BIRDCNTR, 
a service of the National Bird Hotline Cooperative. Note that this Seasonal Report 
contains a few unverified observations as well as documented observations; in 
general, if a report is of some significance, we indicate if it is unverified. 

You will also notice the new order of species (AGAIN!!), reflecting 
the latest American Ornithologists’ Union Checklist, published this spring. The most 
noticeable change concerns the placement of shrikes and vireos between 
flycatchers and corvids; but the order of species within some genera also differs, 
especially among the waterfowl, where, for instance, swans now follow the geese. 

And now let’s turn to the birds! As in most summers, many species went 
about their business in routine fashion, hence the notation "Routine Reports” for 
many. 

We encourage observers to note and to forward evidence of breeding for all 
species, including dates for nests, eggs, and young. These data help us document 
changing patterns for various species. Interesting developments this summer in 
terms of breeding populations include the expansion of the Eurasian Collared-Dove 
"colony" at the Newcomb residence in Kearney; the continued presence of an 
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outlying population of Chuck-will's-widow at Morse Bluff; further evidence of the 
northward spread of Acadian Flycatcher in the Missouri Valley; expansion of the 
Cordilleran Flycatcher population in the western Pine Ridge; continuation of the 
outlying Say’s Phoebe group in Dixon Co; an increased population of Cassin's 
Kingbird and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher in the Panhandle, and expansion (probably 
temporary) of Cassin's Sparrow into the southwest Sandhills. In addition, three 
species of shorebirds arrived early: Baird's Sandpiper, Greater Yellowlegs, and 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper. A noticeable number of warblers also migrated late, 
including Orange-crowned and Nashville (both 2nd latest ever), Blackpoll, Black- 
and-white (possibly breeding), and Wilson's. While few rarities reached us, those 
that did were of interest: the 3rd documented White-winged Dove at Dove City 
(Kearney), and the 3rd record Cave Swallow-all banded by Charles Brown in the 
Keith Co area—as well as a Laughing Gull at Keystone L, Nebraska's 8th documented 
record. 

Read on and enjoy. And please forward us any constructive criticism. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm; BBS: Breeding Bird Survey Route; BOL: Branched Oak L; 
BSC: Boy Scout Camp; Cem: cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent L NWR; Co(s): County 
(ies); FF: Fontenelle Forest; FL: Funk Lagoon; HCR: Harlan Co Res; ICSP: Indian 
Cave SP; L: Lake; LM: L McConaughy; m. ob.: many observers; NC: Nature 
Center; NE: Nebraska; NM: National Monument; NNF: Nebraska National Forest; 
NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NPNWR: North Platte 
NWR; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; OPPD:Omaha Public Power Division; Res: 
Reservoir; SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); SP: State Park; sp: species; SR A: State 
Recreation Area; WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC; WMA: (State) Wildlife Management 
Area; WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area. 

GAZETTER 

Arbor Day Farm: Nebraska City; Ashford BSC: Thurston Co; Basswood 
Area: WMA, Dakota Co; Bluestem Basin: WPA, Kearney Co; Branched Oak L: 
SRA, Lancaster Co; Cemetery Gulch: canyon adjacent to Gering Cemetery, 
Scotts Bluff Co; Chadron SP: Dawes Co; Cracker Barrel Marsh: Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co; Crescent L NWR: Garden Co; Crystal Cove L: South Sioux 
City; Fontenelle Forest: Bellevue, Sarpy Co; Fremont Lakes: SRA, Dodge Co; 
Funk Lagoon: WPA, Phelps Co; Harlan Co Res: SRA, Harlan Co; Johnson 
Lagoon: WPA, Phelps Co; Johnson Res: SRA, Dawson-Gosper Cos; Keystone 
L: adjoins L Ogallala, Keith Co; Kingsley Dam: forms L McConaughy; 
Krimlofski Tract: extreme southeast Washington Co; La Platte Bottoms: 
marsh 2 miles east of La Platte, Sarpy Co; L McConaughy: Keith Co; L 
Ogallala: below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Limestone Bluffs: WMA, Franklin Co; 
Long Canyon: 9 miles west and about 3 miles south of Harrisburg, Banner Co; 
Mansfield Marsh: Dawes Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; Neale Woods: 
Douglas Co; OPPD Wetlands: Otoe Co; Ponca SP: Dixon-Dakota Cos; 
Rainwater Basin: region of natural wetlands in south central NE; Redington 
Canyon: about 7 miles south of Redington, Morrill Co; Sandhills: native 
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grassland region in north central NE; Schilling Refuge: Cass Co; Schramm SP: 
Sarpy Co; Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; Stagecoach L: SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Union Pacific Area: SRA, Buffalo Co; Wagon Train L: Lancaster Co; 
Wehrspann L: Omaha, Sarpy Co; Wildcat Hills NC: Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts 
Bluff Co. 


OBSERVERS 

Nebraska Birdline (B); Russ Benedict (RB), Lincoln; John Dinan (JD), Lincoln; 
Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Fort Collins, CO; Larry Einemann (LE), Lincoln; Carol 
Falk (CF), Nebraska City; Laurence Falk (LF), Nebraska City; Joseph Gubanyi (JG), 
Seward; Carolyn Hall (CH), Bassett; John W. Hall (JWH), Omaha; Robin Harding 
(RH), Gibbon; Glen Hoge (GH), Alma; Wanda Hoge (WH), Alma; Bill F. Huser (BFH), 
South Sioux City; Jan Johnson (JJ), Wakefield; Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ), Blair; 
Alice Kenitz (AK), Gering; Clem. N. Klaphake (CNK), Bellevue; John Kozak (JK), 
Kearney; Tom Labedz (TL), Lincoln; Randy Lawson (RL), Chadron; Larry K. Malone 
(LKM), Deming, NM; Wayne Mollhoff (WM), Lincoln; John Murphy (JM), Kearney; 
Babs Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Don Paseka (DP), 
Ames; Janis Paseka (JP), Ames; Kevin Poague (KP), Lincoln; Lanny Randolph 
(LR), Gibbon; W. Ross Silcock (WRS),Tabor, IA; John Sullivan (JS), Lincoln; Mark 
Urwiller (MU), Kearney; Zachary Urwiller (ZU), Kearney; Gertrude Wood (GW), 
Elmwood. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Common Loon : Up to 3 immatures were at L Ogallala/Keystone L, on 10 and 12 
June (BP, LP, JS). Another immature was observed at Union Pacific Area, 
between 7 June and 12 July. (LR, RH, MU, m.ob.) 

Pied-billed Grebe: Breeding in the east and south is local and irregular year to 
year due to water conditions. Breeding in these regions was noted at FL where an 
adult with 2 young was found on 2 July and at LaPlatte Bottoms where 3 nests and 
9 adults with 3 young were found on 26 July (BP, LP). 

Eared Grebe: Birds away from breeding areas include 2 at the Gering SL, Scotts 
Bluff Co, on 23 June (AK) and singles at both FL on 2 June (LR, RH) and Johnson 
Lagoon on 22 June (LR, RH). In addition, 90-100 nests were counted at a lake east 
of Lakeside in Sheridan Co. on 12-14 June (WRS, JS, BP, LP). 

Western Grebe: As is usual, all reports came from the west. At LM, 120 were 
tallied on 17 June (BP, LP). 

Clark's Grebe : A single was a mild surprise at FL on 14-21 June (LR, RH); 
details were provided. Elsewhere, 3 adults, one with 2 young on its back, were 
found at Willy L, 1 mile east of Bingham, Sheridan Co, on 12 June (WRS, JS). This 
is only the 3rd report of breeding in the state and the first away from the west end 
of LM. 

American White Pelican: Summering birds are found at favored locales 
throughout the survey area, such as the 23 at HCR on 24 June (GH, WH). At FL, the 
15 reported on 24 June (JWH) grew to 100 by 18 July (LR, RH). 
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Rouble-crested Cormorant: The colony at HCR flourished this year, with an 
amazing count of 70 birds on nests on 24 June (GH, WH). 

American Bittern : The 2 noted at CLNWR on 6 June (AK) appeared at an 
expected location, but singles at FL on 12 and 23 July (MU, JK, JM, GH, WH,) are 
interesting; breeding has not been reported in the Rainwater Basin. 

I east Bittern: Up to 3 possible breeders were spotted at La Platte Bottoms from 
17 to 28 June (JS, BP, LP). Elsewhere 1 to 2 were noted on three occasions at FL 
between 12 and 24 June (LR, RH, GH, WH, JG), where the species has been 
reported in summer for the last 3 years. 

Great Blue Heron : The high count was 40 at FL on 29 June (LR, RH). Also, 
several were noted at the rookery north of Mitchell, Scotts Bluff Co, on 27 June 
(AK). 

Great Earet : Birds began appearing by the end of June with 3 at FL on 24 June. 
(JWH). High counts for the period include 16 at the OPPD Wetlands on 29 June (BP, 
LP); 12 at HCR on 28 July (GH,WH); and 10 at FL on 19 July (GH, WH). 

Snowv Earet: Seven reports were received, 4 of which came from FL where 
1 to 2 egrets appeared between 6 and 10 June (MU, JK); and as many as 4 were 
seen between 23 and 25 July (LR, RH, GH, WH). Elsewhere, singles were noted at 
Schilling Refuge from 26 to 29 July (BP, LP, GW) and at La Platte Bottoms on 22 
July (LP, BP). 

Little Blue Heron : At least 8 different birds (6 adults, 2 immatures) were 
found at Cracker Barrel Marsh from 11 June to 18 July (JS, KP, BP, LP). 

Cattle Earet: Few were reported, with the largest flock numbering 40 at a roost 
at FL on 23 July (GH, WH). 

Green Heron : Nebraska City, Otoe Co, registered a good count of 5 on 9 July 
(LF, CF); and to the west, a single appeared at the Alma SL, Harlan Co, on 15 and 
28 July (GH, WH). 

Black-crowned Niaht-Heron: The 26 at FL on 29 June (LR, RH) grew to 100 
by 12 July (MU, JK, ZU). Breeding at FL seems a possibility, but none was 
reported there before 29 June. Elsewhere, the 5 in a flooded pasture in Colfax Co 
on 11 June (JGJ) marked a good early summer count for eastern NE. 
Yellow-crowned Niaht-Heron: More reports than usual came in. An adult and 
an immature were found at FL on 28 June (LR, RH), and 2 immatures were spotted 
there on 11 July (JS). In the east, 2 immatures were found at Schilling Refuge on 
22 July (LP, BP). 

White-faced Ibis: All reports came from FL, where 3 were found on the very 
early date of 29 June (LR, RH), one on 12 July (MU, JK, ZU), and 2 on 19 July 
(GH, WH). 

Turkey Vulture: Routine Reports. 

Snow Goose : The report of 23 at FL on 7 June (LR, RH) was very late, although 
only 2 remained by 13 July (LR, RH). A straggler was also noted at Crystal Cove L 
on 9 June (BFH). 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Trumpeter Swan : Two adults with 4 cygnets were at Wolfenberger Lakes west 
of Hyannis, Grant Co, on 12 June (JS, WRS). 

Wood Duck: Routine reports. 

Gadwall: Although breeding occurs in the Rainwater Basin, no birds were 
observed at FL until 21 June, when a single appeared (LR, RH); however, as many 
as 6 were spotted there 28 June (LR, RH). 
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American Wiaeon : The only reports from the south or the east came from FL, 
where 4 birds were seen on 14 June (LR, RH). Most leave the state in summer. 
Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winaed Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: A pair was found 4 miles north of Kearney on 1 June (LR, RH). 
Singles graced Mansfield Marsh on 13 June (WRS, JS) and FL on 4 July (LR, RH). 
Northern Shoveler: Reports from the south and the east—where most depart in 
midsummer-include 15 at FL on 28 June (LR, RH), and singles at Wagon Train L on 
14 June (LE) and at Crystal Cove L on 13 June (BFH). 

Northern Pintail : The only reports from the east or the south, where this 
species is unusual in midsummer, came from FL, where 5 were spotted on 5 June 
(LR, RH). 

Green-winaed Teal : Only one breeding record south of the Platte River—in Clay 
Co in 1995 (RH)—has been recorded; so the reports from FL are of special 
interest, including 4 to 10 birds between 7 and 28 Jqne (LR, RH); prior to last 
year, the observers had not seen this species in summer. Earliest fall arrivals 
appear in August. 

Canvasback: None reported. 

Redhead: The 3 spotted at FL on 7 June (LR, RH) were away from known breeding 
areas, as were the 22 in a flooded field in Kearney Co on 11 July (LR, H), and the 3 
at the Alma SL, Harlan Co, on 28 July (GH, WH). 

Lesser Scaup: The only reports were of singles, one at Stagecoach L on 20 June 
(LE) and another—identified as "scaup spp." but presumably this species—and 
another at Cracker Barrel Marsh, on 10 June (KP). Scaup away from the Sandhills 
are rare in midsummer. 

Hooded Merganser: All three reports apparently involve female immature 
birds, likely too young to breed. Up to 3 were at FL between 10 and 22 June (MU, 
JK, LR, RH), and singles appeared at Wagon Train L on 14 Jun (LE) and Cracker 
Barrel Marsh on 22 June (JS). 

Common Merganser : The 21 spotted at L Ogallala on 21 June (BP, LP) were 
probably either "molt migrants" or summering birds. The presence of 2 males at 
HCR on 25 July (GH, WH) is of interest, for males are rarely seen in summer. 
Ruddv Duck: Reports from the east and the south, where it is rare in midsummer, 
include 15 at FL on 7 June (LR, RH), where it nested for the first time in 1996; 12 
at Johnson Lagoon on 22 June (LR, RH); 2 at La Platte Bottoms on 22 July (BP, 
LP); and a single at Wagon Train L on 7 June (LE). 

Mississippi Kite: While the adult that appeared at Ogallala on 10 June (BP, LP) 
and the 2 others spotted there on 11 July (JS) came as no surprise, the single 
reported north of Mitchell, Scotts Bluff Co, between 30 May and 3 June (Steve 
Kerr) was very unexpected. 

Bald.Eaate None reported. 

Northern Harrier: A single was noted in Cass Co on 1 June (GW), where the 
species is rather uncommon in summer. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: A single was observed at Limestone Bluffs on 3 July (LR, 
RH). Details were provided. This species is a casual breeder statewide; the 
majority of the few reports come from the east and north. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Singles were found at FL on 21 June (LR, RH), near Alma, 
Harlan Co, on 27 June and on 8 July (GH, WH), and along the Platte R near Gibbon, 
Buffalo Co, on 4 July (LR, RH). This bird is a fairly common breeder statewide. 
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Red-shouldered Hawk: None reported. 

Broad-winaed Hawk : A single was reported from south Lancaster Co on 20 June 
(LE). Summer reports are few, and most originate from along the Missouri R 
corridor, making this report noteworthy; however, no details on possible breeding 
activity were provided. 

Swainson's Hawk : The singles spotted at FL on 7 June (LR, RH) and at Johnson 
Lagoon on 22 June (LR, RH) appeared in areas where breeding has not been recorded 
in recent times. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk : The handful of June reports all came from Sioux Co, as 
expected. 

Golden Eaale: As expected, the two reports received were from northwest Sioux 
Co. 

American Kestrel: Routine Reports. 

Peregrine Falcon: The pair at the Woodmen Tower in Omaha reportedly raised 5 
young (KP), a large brood for this species. Must be lots of fat, slow Rock Doves 
around! 

Prairie Falcon: None reported. 

Cray Partridge: None reported. 

Ring-necke d Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharif.tailed ...Grp None reported. 

6r aa. ter. -P- M iJ:ij ft7 .. C llig Ke n: None reported. 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite : From the far west, a single was found in the Gering 
Cemetery, Scotts Bluff Co, on 9 July (AK). This species is fairly common as far 
west as the Wyoming border in the North Platte Valley. 

Virginia Rail : The observation of 2 adults with 4 chicks at FL on 4 July (LR, RH) 
is one of the few actual breeding records and the first from FL, although summering 
birds were found there in 1995 and 1996. The 3 at Crystal Cove L on 6 June (BFH) 
may have been breeding as well. 

Sora: A single at Crystal Cove L on 6 and 13 June (BFH) may have been a breeder, 
but the single at Bluestem Basin on 25 July (LR, RH) was probably an early 
migrant. 

Common Moorhen: Last year's reports were among the very few in the last ten 
years; and this year, breeding was recorded at the excellent cattail marsh at La 
Platte Bottoms, where at least one adult, on 13 July (BP, LP), and 6 juveniles, on 
25 June (JS), were seen. This is only the 6th breeding record for the state since 
1957, a reflection of the lack of consistent habitat. 

American Coot : An adult with 5 young was found at La Platte Bottoms on 26 
July (BP, LP). 

Black-bellied Plover : The single reported at Nebraska City, Otoe Co, on 5 June 
(LF, CF) was a late spring migrant. 

Semipalmated Plover: The earliest were 4 at Wagon Train L on 26 July (LE), 
and, along with 4 at Schilling Refuge on 31 July (BP, LP), provided the season’s 
high count. 

Piping Plover: An adult with 3 nearly fledged chicks at a sandpit north of 
Ashland, Saunders Co, on 30 July (KP) was obviously a breeder, likewise the single 
seen at a sandpit in Saunders Co on 30 June (DP, JP). There were apparently 11 
nests at the enclosure at the north east corner of LM during the summer (Roger 
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Knaggs, fide SJD). The 4 spotted at Schilling Refuge on 31 July (BP, LP) were 
probably migrants. 

Kill deer: The season's high count was 45 at La Platte Bottoms on 25 July (BP, 
LP). Flocking begins in late July. 

Mountain Plover: A single was found 3.7 miles south of 1-80 and 1.4 miles west 
of Highway 71 (BP, LP), Kimball Co, and a pair was found in a field southwest of 
the Kimball Airport on 11 June (BP, LP). A breeding population has become 
established in this area in recent years, utilizing freshly-disked wheat fallow 
ground. 

Black-necked Stilt : Two adults and five chicks were spotted on 14 June (BP, 
LP) east of Lakeside, and thus east of the traditional (or traditionally-searched) 
breeding locale at Mile Marker 106 between Lakeside and Antioch, Sheridan Co. 
This sighting represents one of only a handful of breeding records for NE. Possibly 
more noteworthy, due to its location, was a report of a pair breeding at the Grand 
Island Sewage Treatment Plant, Hall Co., during late June (Gary Lingle, fide TL). 
Further information provided by LR and RH indicated that as of 12 July the nest 
was successful. 

American Avocet : Possible late spring migrants include a single north of 1-80 
Exit 279, Adams Co, on 1 June (LR, RH) and another loner at FL 7 June (LR, RH). 
Up to 12 adults and 2 young were reported at Mansfield Marsh on 13 June (JS, 
WRS). A pair was out of place at a sandpit near Valley, Douglas Co, on 29 June 
(KP). The 10 at FL on 19 July (LR, RH) were early migrants. 

Greater Yellowleas: Very early fall migrants were 2 at Mansfield Marsh on 13 
June (JS, WRS), the 3rd earliest on record, and 2 at FL on 22 June (LR, RH). The 
last spring dates are at the end of May, and the earliest fall dates are June 10, 11, 
and 13. 

Lesser Yellowleas : A single north of 1-80 exit 279, Adams Co, on 1 June (LR, 
RH) was the last reported in spring. The first back and the season's high count 
were the 30 at FL on 29 June (LR, RH). 

Solitary Sandpiper: The first back was a single at ADF on 14 July (LF, CF), 
followed by another at Wagon Train L on 26 July (LE). 

Willet: The first migrant was noted at FL on 29 June (LR, RH), a very early date, 
and was followed by another at a sod farm in Sarpy Co on 22 July (BP, LP). In 
general, this species is much more difficult to find in the east in fall than in spring. 
Spotted, Sandpiper Routine Reports. 

Upland Sandpiper : Reports from locations where the species is uncommon 
include 5 in Dixon Co on 2 June (JJ); 7 in south Franklin Co on 3 July (LR, RH); 2 in 
Dodge Co on 24 July; and 4 seen during the summer in Harlan Co (GH, WH). In 
addition, 4 adults with young were found in Sioux Co on 27 June (AK, m.ob.). 
Long-billed Curlew: All reports came from Sioux Co and include 9 on the 
Agate BBS route on 13 June (JS, WRS) and 9 with young on 27 June (AK, m.ob.). 
Marbled Godwit: The first south-bound migrants were 2 rather early at FL on 21 
June (LR, RH); and 2 were there on 11 July (JS). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper : The last in spring were 6 at Wagon Train L on 7 June 
(LE) and 2 at Stagecoach L on the same day (LE). The first back were a single at 
Schilling Refuge (LP, BP) and 50 at FL, both on 13 July (LR, RH); the latter sighting 
also represents the season's high count. 
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Western Sandpiper: As expected, only small numbers were reported during the 
season. These reports include 2 at FL 11 on July (JS), 2 at FL on 25 July (LR, RH), 
3 at Schilling Refuge on 26 July (DP, JP), and one in Dodge Co on 27 July (DP, JP). 

| east Sandpiper: The first back was a single at Schilling Refuge (LP, BP) and 3 
at FL (LR, RH), both on 13 July. The high counts were 57 at Schilling Refuge on 29 
July (BP, LP) and 30 at Wagon Train L on 26 July (LE). 

y\Zhite-rumped Sandpiper: The last in spring were 12 at Little Salt Fork Marsh, 
Lancaster Co, on 2 June (BP, LP) and 10 at Wagon Train L on 7 June (LE). 
ftaird's Sandpiper: The first fall migrants were a single at FL, a record early 
date, on 24 June (JS), and 2 there on 1 3 July (LR, RH). In general, very few were 
reported. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Not really known as late migrant in spring, this year 6 
appeared at Little Salt Fork Marsh, Lancaster Co, on 2 June (BP, LP), and 4 at 
Nebraska City, Otoe Co, on 5 June (LF,CF), a rather late date. The earliest 
returnees were 7 at Schilling Refuge on 22 July (BP, LP). 

Stilt Sandpiper : The earliest was as single at FL on 13 July (LR, RH), and the 
40 seen there on 25 July (LR, RH) was the season’s high count. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper : This species was well-reported toward the end of 
the season. The first, and the 2nd earliest on record, were 2 at a sod farm in east 
Sarpy Co on 22 July (BP, LP). Remaining reports include 2 at a sod farm in Sarpy 
Co on 29 July (BP, LP); 17 at a sod farm northwest of Plattsmouth, Cass Co, on 29 
July (KP, JD); 20 in an alfalfa field in Dodge Co on 24 August (DP, JP); and 30 at a 
sod farm west of Ames, Dodge Co, on 27 August (JS). 

Long-billed Dowitcher : Singles identified as this species appeared at FL on 13 
July (LR, RH), at a sod farm in Sarpy Co on 22 July (BP, LP), at Nebraska City, 
Otoe Co, on 25 July (LF, CF), and at Schilling Refuge on 31 July (BP, LP). In 
addition, a group of 4 was spotted at FL on 25 July (LR, RH). These observations, 
along with similar ones last year, suggest that this species may be more likely in 
July than the Short-billed Dowitcher, which was unreported this July. Such a 
conclusion goes against conventional wisdom. Any dowitcher in July in NE should 
therefore be carefully identified, as our knowledge of the relative occurrence of 
these two species at that time of the year is scanty; but specimens indicate that 
Short-billed is more likely. July dowitchers are adults and can be difficult to 
identify, even in alternate (breeding) plumage, which is worn and faded at this time 
of the year. Calls, however, are diagnostic. Dowitchers molted into basic (winter) 
plumage are essentially impossible to identify as Long-billed, unless calls are 
heard. 

Common Snipe: None reported. 

American Woodcock: Breeding observations for this species are few and far 
between. This year, an adult with 4 young were observed in late June crossing a 
road at Fremont Lakes (KP). 

Wilson's Phalarope : A few of the 80 reported at Mansfield Marsh on 13 June 
(WRS, JS) and the 9 seen at FL on 22 June (LR, RH) were probably local breeders. 
Certainly migrants, and rather early away from a breeding location, were the 2 
spotted at a sod farm in Sarpy Co on 22 July (BP, LP). 

Red-necked Phalarope: A well-described single at Schilling Refuge on 30 and 
31 July (GW, BP, LP) provided only the 5th July record; fall arrival is usually in 
mid-August. 
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Laughing Gull: The 2nd documented record for summer was a 2nd summer 
individual at Keystone L on 14 June, 1998 (JS, WRS). This is the 8th documented 
report in NE of this increasingly-observed species. Records are spread throughout 
the year. 

Franklin’s Gull : Several were reported through the period. High and somewhat 
surprising counts include 130 in fields west of L Ogallaia on 10 June (BP, LP); I 70 
in south Lancaster Co on 4 June (LE); and 40 at FL on 22 June (LR, RH). 
Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull : The only report was of 2 adults at L Ogallaia on 12 June (JS, 
WRS), only the 6th report in the mid-summer period between 1 June and 23 July. 
Caspian Tern : A single reported at Wagon Train L on 4 June (LE) was probably a 
late migrant. Few mid-summer reports come, but this year singles were found at 
Mansfield Marsh on 13 June (JS, RS) and at HCR on both 27 June and 3 July (GH, 
WH). 

Common Tern: The only report was of 2 rather late at Keystone L on 14 June 
(WRS, JS). 

Forster's Tern: The single seen at Stagecoach L on 14 June (LE) was slightly 
out of range for that time of year. 

Least Tern: With a total of 58 birds tallied, this species was well reported. 

High counts include 20 at a sandpit in Saunders Co (DP, JP); 15 at a sandpit north 
of Ashland, Saunders Co; and 8 at the enclosure at the north end of Kingsley Dam 
(JS, WRS). Birds found away from breeding areas include 5 at FL on 10 June (DP, 
JP); a single at Stagecoach L on 14 June (LE); 2 at FL on 7 July (MU, JK, ZU); 1 at 
BOL on 13 July (JS); 1 at La Platte Bottoms on 25 July (JS); and 5 at Schilling 
Refuge on 29 July (BP, LP). 

Black Tern: Routine reports. 

Rock Dove: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: As many as 7 birds are now present in Kearney 
around the Roger Newcomb residence, including 4 adults and 2 young; 2 of the 
adults were probably the birds fledged there on 19 May (Roger Newcomb fide LR, 
RH, m.ob.). A single bird was seen 3 miles east of Superior, Nuckolls Co, on 11 
July (DCE), for the 3rd location on record for this species after Shelton and 
Kearney. 

White-winaed Dove: Part of a dispersal northward of this species in 1998 was 
a single hanging out with the Eurasian Collared-Doves in Kearney, the Columbid 
Capital of Nebraska, through at least 25 July (Roger Newcomb fide LR, RH, Gary 
Lingle fide CNK, m.ob.) This sighting is the 3rd documented record of this 
southwestern species for the state, and the 5th report in all. 

Mourning Dove : The count of 100 at FL on 28 June (LR, RH) no doubt included 
many young of the year. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: All reports originated from the Missouri Valley and Dixon 
Co. Most are indeed found in eastern and northern Nebraska, with few elsewhere. 
This species is generally much less numerous than Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A nest at Schramm SP had 3 eggs on 31 May and 4 on 
7 June (WM). 

Barn Owl: None reported. 

£.a£t.er.n.S.C.rg,gsJi,-.Q»J;. Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 
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fiurrowina Owl: Easternmost reports included one a mile east of Johnson Lagoon 
on 21 June (LR, RH) and at least one at a prairie dog town "4 miles west of the 
Holdrege 1-80 exit," Phelps Co, on 17 June (B). 
fiarred Owl: Routine reports. 

| ona-eared Owl: None reported. 

Short-eared Owl : None reported. 

Common Nighthawk: Routine reports. 

r.ommon Poorwill: Common in its western habitat, 12 were singing in Sowbelly 
Canyon on 13 June (JS). Near the eastern edge of its regular breeding range, one 
was at NNF, Halsey, on 4 July (B). A nest with 2 eggs in Dawes Co on 13 June was 
close to the site of a nest in 1997 (WM). 

r.huck-will's-widow: Possibly the most reliable location for this low-density 
species is the woodland around the Morse Bluff sandpits, Saunders Co, where one 
was heard and seen on 24 June (DP, JP, JS). None was found at ICSP on 20 June 
(JS, WRS). Edge habitat preferred by this species is also prime housing 
development habitat; a small population in Washington Co has disappeared in the last 
2 to 3 years, probably due to encroachment of new houses (JGJ). 

Whip-poor-will: At the western extent of its NE range was one at Morse Bluff, 
Saunders Co, on 30 June (DP, JP). 

Chimney Swift: Its presence in Panhandle towns has become routine; it appeared 
in Scotts Bluff Co in 1966. 

White-thro ated Swift: Routine reports. 

Rubv-throated Hummingbird: None was noted in Otoe (LF, CF) or Lancaster 
(LE) Cos, where they usually are, although one appeared at the observers' (DP, JP) 
yard in Dodge Co on 6 June, where it usually does not appear until migration in 
August. This species is generally an uncommon breeder in NE. The only other 
report—in Cass Co on 15 July (GW)—may have been a migrant. 

Belted Kingfisher: A nest reported in Sarpy Co on 1 June contained several 
young, from 1 to 2 weeks old (WM). There are few NE breeding data. 

Lewis' Woodpecker : Although difficult to find, a few still persist at the 
Deadhorse Burn just west of Chadron SP; the only report was of one there on 10 
July (JS). No other nesting locations are known in NE; however, nesting should 
occur in the Fort Robinson burn. 

Red-headed Woodpecker : A good count of 17 was made in Dixon Co on 31 July 
(JJ). It would be interesting to discover whether such groups include juveniles and 
are therefore post-breeding family groups. 

Red-bellie d Woodpecker : Routine reports. 

Downv Woodpecker : Not quite routine were 5 in the observers' yard on 6 June 
(LR, RH), probably a family group. See comments under Red-headed Woodpecker. 
Hairv Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: The last spring migrant in the east was noted in 
Lancaster Co on 7 June (LE); and 3rd latest on record was spotted south of 1-80 
Exit 1, Kimball Co, on 12 June (BP, LP). The latest spring dates occur in the west, 
where the species is a rare migrant. 

Western Wood-Pewee : Routine reports. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Routine reports. 

Acadian Flycatcher: Only 2 were reported, neither from ICSP. One was 
singing as far north as Ashford BSC on 13 June (BFH), apparently the northernmost 
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record for the state. Another, which arrived at Neale Woods on 19 May, appeared 
where one was noted last year and also remained through at least 19 June (B). 

Since about 1990, this species has reappeared in summer in southeast NE, where 
none had been reported since the 1960s. 

Alder Flycatcher: The last spring migrants were at ADF between 3 and 4 June 
(LF, CF) and at Lancaster Co on 5 June (LE). Late spring dates are generally 
undocumented, but there is a 4 June specimen and there are reports of singing birds 
through 5 June. 

Willow Flycatcher: This species was widely reported west to FL, where as 
many as 4 were reported on 7 June (LR, RH); and the latest report of a singing bird 
took place on 28 June (LR, RH). Willows breed statewide. 

Least Flycatcher: None was reported; summering birds are rare, and the last 
migrants apparently pass through in early June. The status of this species in June 
in NE remains unclear. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: The last few years, since about 1996, have seen an 
apparent expansion in numbers of this species. It is being reported in good numbers 
from several western Pine Ridge locations, in contrast to earlier reports which 
came only from Sowbelly Canyon after its discovery there by Rosche in 1973. This 
year as many as 3 pairs were reported in Neale Woods on 7 June and 2 pairs in 
Monroe Canyon on 8 June (RB). 

Eastern Phpebe: Routine reports. 

Sav's Phoebe: One appeared at the same location where 3 were present last 
year, 3 miles west and 4.5 north of Wakefield, Dixon Co; it remained there from at 
least 14 to 19 June (JJ). This is the easternmost report in recent years and is 
perhaps indicative of an establishing outlying population, although only one bird was 
noted and one of the 3 seen last year was later found dead. 
fiEfla l . C caatEd Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Cassin's Kingbird; A total of 11 were found on 11 July, 7 birds in Redington 
Canyon and 4 birds south of 1-80 Exit 1 (JS). Four were seen in Long Canyon on 13 
June (JS). This species is consistently reported in these locations. 

Western, Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Loggerhead Shrike : Good numbers were noted south of 1-80 Exit 1, Kimball Co, 
on 11 July when 16 were counted (JS). 

Bell's Vireo : Good numbers appeared at Limestone Bluffs on 3 July, where 9 
were counted (LR, RH). 

Y.gilQW-thrQatSd Vir$a; Routine reports. 

Plumbeous Vireo : Routine reports. 1 to 2 were noted in Sowbelly and Monroe 
Canyons between 13 June and 10 July (JS). 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Red-eved Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jav: Routine reports. 

PinYQff Jay; Routine reports. 

Black-billed Magpie : Interesting but gruesome was the sight of a magpie killing 
a medium-sized rabbit almost as large as itself in Cemetery Gulch (JS, WRS). None 
was reported at the eastern edge of the breeding range. 

Am.ETicm.CrPW: Routine reports. 

Horned Lark: Hatching success was reported as "big" in Cass Co (GW), 
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purple Martin: More were noted in Nebraska City, Otoe Co, than last year (LF, 
CF). 

Jree Swallow: Numbers of this local breeder were in evidence at Wagon Train 
L, where 40 were counted on 14 June (LE). There is little information from the 
Republican Valley, and so of interest were reports of singles below the HCR 
dam on 2 June (GH, WH) and 12 miles west of HCR on 21 June (GH, WH). One was at 
CLNWR on 6 June (AK), where it has bred for some time with the aid of nest boxes. 
Violet-areen Swallow : Rather local as breeders in the Panhandle, the 5 birds 
seen south of Gering on 24 July (AK) were probably migrants. 

Northern Rough -w in a e d Swallow : Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Early departure in fall of this species is illustrated by 
the presence of 300 at the Nebraska City-Missouri River bridge colony on 5 June 
and only 12 remaining there on 24 July (LF, CF). Best count was 400 at FL on 7 
June (LR, RH). 

Cave Swallow : The 3rd state record was a report from the Internet of the 3rd 
banded by Charles Brown in the LM area; this one, as were the previous two, was a 
juvenile banded at Keystone L on 1 July (post to COBIRDS by Nick Komar). Brown 
has suggested (NBR 60:36) that these juveniles hatch in Texas in March and fly 
north with "our" Cliff Swallows. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

PlacK-fifiPPfi.ti Chlfikatififi: Routine reports. 

Tyfted , Tjt m p .yg.fi: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : The only reports originated from known breeding 
locations in Keya Paha Co on 1 July (CH) and NNF, Thomas Co, on 28 July (LR, RH). 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

P. y flm y -Nvit h3 ,UL.h.:, Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper: This species is probably a rare breeder on the Pine Ridge, but 
there are few reports during the breeding season. One such was a single spotted at 
Chadron SP on 14 June (JS,WRS). 

Rock Wren : Routine reports. 

Car.Q.U.na Wr^n: Routine reports. 

House Wren : Routine reports. 

Sedae Wren: As many as 6 were present near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, throughout the 
period (LR, RH); these birds are the westernmost reported as summering, although 
2 were found between Johnson Lagoon and FL on 21 June (LR, RH). Reports in June 
are unusual, based on past data which indicate that most spring birds depart by the 
end of May, but become numerous again after mid-July. Additional June reports 
this season were of one singing at Gifford Farm, Sarpy Co, between 1 and 13 June 
(B), and singles at Salt Creek, Lancaster Co, on 27 June (LE) and on the Thurston 
BBS on 29 June (BFH). Fall arrivals, which often nest, were led by 5 at FL on 25 
July (LR, RH). 

Marsh Wren : Summering birds south of the Platte Valley are rare, but suitable 
habitat is also rare. Perhaps because of unusually good cattail habitat at LaPlatte 
Bottoms, 3 were singing there on 26 July (LP, BP). No location was given for one in 
Cass Co on 30 July (GW). Retaining water most summers, FL hosted at least 3 for 
the period (LR, RH). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher : The status of this species in the Panhandle is changing. 
There were no reports prior to a sighting of one in Timber Pines in west Kimball Co 
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in 1993 (WRS), followed by another there in 1995 (WRS) and one in Box Butte Co in 
1996 (LKM). In 1998, reports have been numerous, including as many as 13 in 
spring, beginning on 8 May (see Spring Seasonal Report ). The group on Stage Hill 
Road, Scotts Bluff Co, continued, with 3 there on 13 June (JS, WRS); these birds 
may have been breeding, as 2 were an apparent pair aggressively attending a Blue 
Jay which was exploring their neighborhood (WRS, JS). 

Eastern Bluebird : The westerly breeding population at the WHNC nestboxes 
included at least 3 pairs and a fledgling on 13 and 14 June (JS, AK, WRS). This 
species is uncommon and local in summer in the Panhandle. 

MQunt3iO .. B LMe b ird: Routine reports. 

Townsend's Solitaire: One of the very few summer reports was one at Pants 
Butte, Sioux Co, on 13 June (LP). This species is a casual breeder on the Pine 
Ridge. 

Swainson's Thrush : The last migrants are usually reported from the northwest; 
this year was no exception, with a single in Monroe Canyon on 8 June (RB). 

Wood Thrush: Routine reports. 

American Robin : Flocks began to form at Nebraska City, Otoe Co, on 31 July 
(LF, CF). 

Gray Catbird : Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird: Best counts were 5 on the Dundy Co BBS on 12 June 
(JS, WRS) and 4 south of 1-80 Exit 1, Kimball Co, on 11 July (JS). 

Br9 .wn.-T.hj-a.? Il £j: Routine reports. 

E u rp .pe.an.. S talli n g ; Routine reports. 

Cedar Waxwina: While summering birds occur uncommonly statewide, reports 
are fewest in central NE. Thus, the 5 at Alma, Harlan Co, through the period were 
unexpected (GH, WH), as were 4 to 7 near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, through 1 June (LR, 
RH). 

Oranae-crowned Warbler : The 2nd latest ever appeared at FL on 7 June (LR, 
RH); the latest was one reported in Boone Co on 14 June, 1959. 

Nashville Warbler: The 2nd latest ever was at Wehrspann L on 6 June (JWH); 
the latest was a specimen collected at Inland, Clay Co, on 9 June in 1917. 
Northern Parula : Northernmost was at Ashford BSC on 13 June (BFH), while 
rather far west was another singing outside the restroom at the Valentine City 
Park, Cherry Co, on 4 July (NR). 

Routine reports. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Rather late was one at Bellevue, Sarpy Co, on 5 June 
(B). There are 6 later reports through 19 June. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler : The only report came from within the breeding range; 
5 "Audubon's Warblers" were spotted at Chadron SP on 14 June (JS, WRS). In 
recent years, few reports have come from east of Sioux Co. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The usual summering report from FF was received, 
one near the Gifford Farm parking lot, Sarpy Co., on 27 June (BP, LP); the 
population at FF probably consists of only 1 to 2 pairs. Of interest in terms of 
possible range expansion was the presence of one singing at Krimlofski Tract on 12 
June (B) where habitat appears suitable for breeding. 

Blackpoll Warbler : Latest ever was one at Wehrspann L on 21 June (JWH), 
while one singing at Kingsley Dam on 10 June (BP, LP) was the 5th latest. No 
others were reported in June. 
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fprulean Warbler : Following the single report of a solitary bird at FF in spring, 
none was reported. 

F)?ck-and-white Warbler: Three were reported, two from locations where 
breeding probably occurs, and the third a singing bird, possibly a late migrant, in 
the observers' yard at Bellevue, Sarpy Co, on 9 June (BP, LP); breeding is 
undocumented in the Missouri Valley, but a few summer reports occur. Singles 
were reported at Fort Niobrara, Knox Co, on 19 July (B) and Monroe Canyon on 1 3 
June (JS, WRS), both locations where breeding occurs regularly. 

American Redstart: Breeding occurs along the Missouri Valley and throughout 
northern NE. Reports came from this range, including good counts of 9 at Ashford 
BSC on 13 June, where it was more numerous than at Ponca SP (BFH), and 4 in 
Sowbelly Canyon on 27 June (AK). The two reported at CLNWR on 6 June (AK) may 
have been late migrants, although scattered summer reports come from the 
Sandhills and Loup drainage. 

Prothonotarv Warbler : Only 2 were reported, both in suitable breeding habitat 
within the known breeding range: one sang at FF on 24 June (BP, LP) and another at 
Krimlofski Track between 12 and 19 June (B). 

Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Louisiana Waterthrush : The only report was of one at FF on 6 June (BP, LP). A 
rare breeder in the lower Missouri Valley, a waterthrush unidentified to species 
was in south Lancaster Co on 7 June (LE); at this date, Northern Waterthrush would 
be a late migrant, but this location is rather westerly for Louisiana Waterthrush. 
Kentucky Warbler: The only report of this rare Missouri Valley breeder was 
of single singing bird at Neale Woods on 12 June (B). 

Mourning Warbler : The only representative of this late-migrating species which 
made it into June was at FF on 6 June (BP, LP). Latest records of spring migrants 
are on 12 and 15 June. An Oporornis warbler unidentified to species was at FL on 7 
June (LR, RH). 

Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports. 

Wilson's Warbler: Late migrants (but not unprecedented) were singles at FF on 6 
June (BP, LP) and FL on 7 June (LR, RH). 

X &llaw^ M easl&d. Chat- Routine reports. 

Summer Tanaaer : Following the encouragingly more widespread than usual 
reports this spring, none was reported. 

Scarlet Tanaaer: Reports all originated in the Missouri Valley, where it breeds 
regularly. 

Western Tanaaer: The two seen at Chadron SP on 14 June (JS, WRS) were at 
the eastern edge of the regular breeding range, which extends to King's Canyon, 
just east of Chadron SP. 

Spotted Towhee: Reports from the eastern part of the breeding range—which 
extends east to about Cedar, Dodge, Platte, Hall, and Harlan Cos-were of one 
summering in the Gibbon area (LR, RH) and another at HCR dam on 18 July (GH, 
WH). From the hybridization zone in Ponca SP came a report of 2 males, both with 
mantle spots, one singing a western song and the other an intermediate song (BFH). 
Eastern Towhee : The northern edge of the breeding range is in Cedar Co in 
northeast NE, where unspotted males singing eastern songs were reported both at 
Ponca SP on 7 June (BFH) and at Basswood Area on 6 June (BFH). 

Cassin's Sparrow : This species was much in evidence in Dundy Co on the BBS 
there; 12 were noted on the route on 12 June (JS, WRS). Cassin's Sparrows 
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probably visit Dundy Co most years, but numbers are erratic; last year, for 
example, none could be found (JS, WRS). Much more unusual this year was a 
singing bird in Arthur Co on the BBS there pm 11 June (BP, LP). This latter report, 
the northeasternmost for NE, suggests that there are scattered birds in "good 
years" in at least the southwestern Sandhills; a small breeding group was found in 
Keith Co just north of LM in 1993 (Bock and Scharf, Journal of Field Qrnitholoov 
65:472). It has bred with some regularity in the Kilpatrick L area of southern Box 
Butte Co (Richard Rosche); these NE populations are the northernmost in this 
species' breeding range. 

Ch i p pin g, S p ^rrpyy : Routine reports. 

Brewer's Sparrow : Reports came as expected from the west Panhandle, but the 
5 birds along Pink Schoolhouse Road, Sioux Co, on 28 June (AK) were somewhat to 
the east of their usual summer range. 

Field Sparrow: A good locality for this species in southern NE, 13 were found on 
3 July (LR, RH) at Limestone Bluffs. 

VESPgr S,P.3!TPW: Routine reports. 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark fi g min g: Routine reports. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: This species continues to be abundant in the western NE 
grasslands, both native and CRP (WRS, JS). A good count from further east was 
60 in Franklin Co on 3 July (LR, RH). 

Henslow's Sparrow: The small group discovered by Gubanyi at Meadowlark L in 
northeast Seward Co in late May (see Spring Report) was seen and heard again on 2 
June with 2 birds noted (BP, LP). 

Song Sparrow : The recently established population (1995) at FL continues to do 
well; 13 were there on 11 July (LR, RH). Away from the Missouri and lower Platte 
Valleys this species is a local and recently established breeder. Breeding was first 
recorded in Lancaster Co by Cink as recently as 1974 (Cink, NBR 43:3, 1975). It 
was noted throughout the period in Lancaster Co (LE). 

Swamp Sparrow : Summer distribution of this species is closely tied to cattail 
marshes, so most breeding colonies reside in northcentral NE. An outlying 
population was reported at FL, where as many as 7 were singing near the kiosk in 
July (JS, WRS). A possible new colony was located at FL about a mile and a half 
southeast of the kiosk, where two were found on 12 July (MU). 

Dark-eved Junco : None reported. 

McCown's Lonaspur : An easterly report came from Pink Schoolhouse Road, 
Sioux Co, on 27 June (AK). 

Chestnut-collared Lonaspur: The best count numbered an excellent 48 on the 
Agate BBS route, Sioux Co, a good count even there, on 13 June (WRS, JS). A few 
were noted somewhat to the east on Pink Schoolhouse Road, Sioux Co, on 27 June 
(AK). 

Northern Cardinal: An update suggests the small westernmost breeding 
population in the North Platte Valley just east of Scottsbluff is doing well; a male, a 
female, and 2 young were reported (AK). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Because almost all Panhandle reports document 
spring migrants, the one spotted at a feeder 4 miles northeast of Chadron on 
Bordeaux Creek on 20 June was a rare find (RL). The westerly summering birds 
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continued near Gibbon, Buffalo Co,with up to 4, including a juvenile noted on 14 
July (LR, RH). This location is about as far west as "pure" birds breed in the Platte 
Valley. 

piack-headed Grosbeak: A 1 st-year male hung out all summer, apparently 
attempting to infuse non-Rose-breasted genes into the grosbeak gene pool, near 
Gibbon, Buffalo Co, where Rose-breasts seem to hold sway at present (LR, RH). 
The adult male reported at Limestone Bluffs on 3 July (LR, H) appeared a little east 
of its usual summer range in the Republican Valley; few occur east of HCR. 
pine Grosbeak: Not unexpectedly, a few were scattered along the eastern edge 
of the state, but best numbers occurred in the west; the best count numbered 7 on 
the Scottsbluff BBS on 19 June (AK). 

1 azuli Bunting: The best count was 5 south of Gering on 1 June (AK). 

Indiao Bunting: Routine reports. 

Dickcissel: Generally less numerous westward, it was considered "very 
common" in Harlan Co (GH, WH). Numbers probably decline noticeably further to the 
west. 

Bobolink: Generally less common southeastward, 3 were in northeast Otoe Co on 

2 June (LF, CF). 

Red-winged Blackbird : Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark : Routine reports. 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Breeding populations in southeastern NE are small 
and often transient where suitable habitat exists. Arbor L, Lancaster Co, offers 
such a location and hosted 4 birds on 27 June (LE). 

None reported. 

Common Grackle: Flocking had begun by early July in Otoe Co (LF, CF); most 
such flocks consist of juveniles. 

Great-tailed Grackle : Amazing numbers occur at FL, a stronghold for this 
species; at least 80 were there between 19 and 23 June (GH, WH). Most wetlands 
in southeastern NE attract summering birds; up to 10 appeared at Cracker Barrel 
Marsh on 3 July (BP, LP); 2 were at LaPlatte Bottoms on 28 June (BP, LP); and 3 
were spotted at Arbor L, Lancaster Co, on 27 Jun (LE). Far to the west, one was 
noted at Kiowa Springs, Scotts Bluff Co, on 19 June (AK), where breeding initiated 
in the spring (see Spring Report), 
town-hea d^ .d...Q Q yy.bird; Routine reports. 

Orchard Origin Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: At the western edge of its summer range, 2 were at a nest in 
Garden Co between Oshkosh and Crescent L pm 6 June; the nest was high in a 
cottonwood, and the male "looked all Baltimore" but the female was not well seen 
(AK). Breeding of apparently pure Baltimore Orioles has been reported statewide 
except for the Panhandle, although this sighting is west of the center of the hybrid 
zone according to Short (NBR 29:2), a line extending from Valentine, Cherry Co, to 
Big Springs, Deuel Co. Quite a sight must have been the 50, presumably migrants, in 
the observers' yard near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 6 June (LR, RH). 

Bullock's Oriole: Routine reports. 

House Finch : Among the last areas of the state to be colonized by this species is 
the central Sandhills; one was at NNF, Halsey, on 28 July (LR, RH). 

Red Crossbill : A subadult male at Alma, Harlan Co, on 1 July was most 
unexpected; its crossed mandibles were carefully noted (GH, WH). Breeding occurs 
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early in the year, so this bird presumably was a wandering immature. A large 
mixed-age flock first noted at the WHNC feeders in spring persisted at least until 
13 June, when as many as 50 were present (JS, WRS). 

Pine Siskin: This species nests on occasion almost everywhere in the state, 
although usually only after major invasion years. Thus, the presence of adults at an 
Elmwood, Cass Co, feeder on 30 and 31 July (GW) was unexpected; however, no 
evidence of breeding was reported. As many as 40 visited the feeders at WHNC on 
13 June (JS, RS). Although no documentation exists, nesting probably occurs in 
the Wildcat Hills. 

HgJ13g-£&.amQ.VE Routine Reports. 

Corrections from Spring Field Report (Vol. 66 No. 2): Mississippi Kite, “Steve 
Kerr fide AK”; Herring Gull, “Hitchcock"; Bell’s Vireo: “Lilley Sandpits" are in 
Hall Co—see also Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Spotted 
Towhee, and White-throated Sparrow for same corrections; White-crowned 
Sparrow: “black-lored” and “pale-lored.” 


* * * * * 


Book Review by John Janovy, Jr. 


Johnsgard, P. A. 1998. Babv Bird Portraits bv George Miksch Sutton: Watercolors 
in the Field Museum. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, OK. 8Ip. $19.95 

George M. Sutton’s baby bird portraits are his most captivating works. 
The subjects are isolated against a stark, raw-paper background, and they stare 
out at the viewer with eyes typically naive but alert. Sutton's artistic mastery of 
the foot is integral to the underlying biology in these pictures: sturdy and sure 
against the table for a ruffed grouse, curled inward and near useless for a gallinule 
on dry land, and almost casually clutching a twig, the hallux resting loosely, for a 
newly-fledged grosbeak. The match between these pictures and Paul Johnsgard's 
text is perfect. In his first two paragraphs, Johnsgard gives us a small taste of 
what it is like handling almost sacred materials (in this case the watercolors) in the 
hidden depths of a major museum's most secure rooms. And throughout the text, 
Johnsgard seems to respect the paintings as much as the birds themselves. Few 
other writers could bring such a breadth of literary and artistic experience to the 
task of making "Doc" Sutton's work available, in a very special way, to the 
general public. 

The short essays accompanying each picture are a mixture of ornithology, 
personal encounter with the subjects, and commentary on Sutton's field notes, all 
supplemented with suggestions for additional reading. The result is a highly unusual 
bird book, possibly Johnsgard's best, and certainly a collector's item. Benjamin 
Williams, special collection librarian at the Field Museum, provides unusual 
background on the paintings' history, acquisition, and preservation. The 
reproductions are excellent, including those that were enlarged. Sutton's drawing 
and watercolor techniques are consequently revealed, but not necessarily to the 
extent they can be copied successfully. Both the paintings and the text need to be 
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savored repeatedly and completely. The rewards range from Sutton's penciled 
notes, his rare use of white opaque, and near erasures that reveal an artist's 
decisions (indigo bunting), to Johnsgard's habit of checking his home town libraries 
for favorite childhood books, his recollection of Sutton's story of cardinals feeding 
goldfish, and the record of Sutton's ashes being scattered over the Black Mesa. 
Even the dust jacket is beautiful. This book is a truly elegant production that 
should be given as a gift to everyone who loves birds. 


About the Author A faculty member of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
since 1966, Dr. John Janovy is the Varner Professor of Biological Sciences and the 
Director of the Ceder Point Biological Station. The author of 60 papers and 10 
books, including Foundations of Parasitology for which he was co-author, John 
Janovy took all of Sutton’s courses at the University of Oklahoma in the 1960’s 
and had the pleasure of handling many of Sutton’s watercolors. 


1998 Midwinter Eagle Survey for Nebraska including summary tables 
for the 1980-1998 period from the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission. By John J. Dinan, Nongame Bird Program Manager 


Mild temperatures were prevalent in the weeks prior to this year’s 
survey; however, temperatures cold enough to form a thin layer of ice on some 
reservoirs and lakes occurred between aerial surveys. Three of the aerial surveys 
were conducted on the 6th and 7th of January and one was conducted on the 13th. 
The survey route that includes the Platte River from Kearney to Plattsmouth and 
the Loup River was not surveyed this year because of persistent foggy conditions. 

Temperatures recorded during the 1998 survey were variable, ranging 
from 5 to 40 degrees F. The Niobrara River was 50 to 99% ice-covered from the 
Newport bridge and downstream. Above the Newport bridge, ice coverage ranged 
from 0 to 40%. The unchanneled portion of the Missouri River was 40% ice- 
covered. The channelized portion of the Missouri River was 50 to 65% ice-covered 
with floating ice in the channel. The Republican River was open although the upper 
reaches had some slush. The “southwest” reservoirs and reservoirs along the 
Republican River had 75% “new” ice-cover that was formed the night before the 
survey. The Platte River west of Kearney and the North and South Platte rivers 
were ail open as were the lakes and reservoirs along these rivers. 

During the 1998 Nebraska survey, a total of 1430 bald and 9 golden eagles 
were observed. This is the highest statewide total for the 1980 to 1998 period of 
the record. The previous high was recorded in 1992 with 1292 bald eagles when 
observed. The bald eagle total includes 435 birds observed along the Missouri 
River. The 1998 total represents a 39% increase from the 1997 census of 1030 
bald eagles, an 88% increase from the 1980-97 statewide average of 759, and a 
64% increase from the previous 5-year average of 872. Twenty-seven percent of 
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the bald eagles that were identified to age (adult vs. Immature) in 1998 were 
immature, representing a 1% increase from the previous 5-year average. 

Aside from the statewide totals provided, data are also reported to the 
Department of the Interior’s Biological Resources Division for 4 standardized 
reporting segments. These include; 1) the North Platte River, Keystone to Lewellen 
area including Lake McConaughy and Lake Ogallala, 2) the North and South Platte 
rivers, Maxwell to the Lincoln/Keith county line, including Southerland Reservoir, 
3) the Republican River, Alma to Naponee area including Harlan County Reservoir 
and 4) the Platte River, Darr to Elm Creek area including Johnson and Elwood 
Reservoirs. Bald Eagle use of these areas was up 89%, down 39%, up 392%, and 
down 15%, respectively from the 1980 to 1997 average. 


TABLE 1 


[Nebraska Midwinter Bald Eagle Survey 1980-1998 



Year 


■ Adult 
^ Immature 
± Unknown 
g Total 
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TABLE 2 

NEBRASKA MIDWINTER BALD EAGLE SURVEY, 1980-1988 


STATEWIDE EXCLUDING MISSOURI RIVER 


Year 

Adult 

Immature 

Unknown 

Total 

1980 

279 

149 

0 

428 

1981 

299 

140 

0 

439 

1982 

204 

120 

1 

325 

1983 

279 

145 

13 

437 

1984 

271 

83 

6 

360 

1985 

414 

225 

33 

672 

1986 

279 

127 

15 

421 

1987 

586 

227 

19 

832 

1988 

322 

178 

0 

500 

1989 

607 

293 

7 

907 

1990 

416 

223 

7 

646 

1991 

311 

145 

10 

466 

1992 

653 

281 

19 

953 

1993 

336 

158 

65 

559 

1994 

659 

221 

0 

880 

1995 

380 

144 

9 

533 

1996 

379 

150 

2 

531 

1997 

582 

261 

1 

844 

1998 

673 

294 

28 

995 

1980-97 

AVERAGE 

403 

182 

12 

596 

1993-97 

AVERAGE 

467 

187 

15 

669 

1994-98 

AVERAGE 

535 

214 

8 

757 

1980-98 
AVERAGE 

417 

188 

12 

617 
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TABLE 3 

NEBRASKA MIDWINTER BALD EAGLE SURVEY, 1980-1988 


MISSOURI RIVER 


Year 

Adult 

Immature 

Unknown 

Total 

1980 

9 

5 

0 

14 

1981 

7 

7 

0 

14 

1982 

95 

29 

0 

124 

1983 

154 

18 

0 

172 

1984 

44 

5 

0 

49 

1985 

no 

23 

0 

133 

1986 

37 

4 

0 

41 

1987 

238 

43 

1 

282 

1988 

122 

28 

0 

150 

1989 

139 

58 

12 

209 

1990 

157 

53 

1 

211 

1991 

155 

21 

0 

176 

1992 

181 

18 

140 

339 

1993 

117 

22 

0 

139 

1994 

229 

54 

0 

283 

1995 

107 

28 

81 

216 

1996 

156 

31 

1 

188 

1997 

154 

32 

0 

186 

1998 

357 

78 

0 

435 

1980-97 

AVERAGE 

123 

27 

13 

163 

1993-97 

AVERAGE 

153 

33 

16 

202 

1994-98 

AVERAGE 

f 201 

45 

16 

262 

1980-98 

AVERAGE 

135 

29 

12 

177 
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TABLE 4 

NEBRASKA MIDWINTER BALD EAGLE SURVEY, 1980-1988 


GRAND TOTAL-INCLUDING MISSOURI RIVER 


Year 

Adult 

Immature 

Unknown 

Total 

1980 

288 

154 

0 

442 

1981 

306 

147 

0 

453 

1982 

299 

149 

1 

449 

1983 

433 

163 

13 

609 

1984 

315 

88 

6 

409 

1985 

524 

248 

33 

805 

1986 

316 

131 

15 

462 

1987 

824 

270 

20 

1114 

1988 

444 

206 

0 

650 ] 

1989 

746 

351 

19 

1116 

1990 

573 

276 

8 

857 

1991 

466 

166 

10 

642 

1992 

834 

299 

159 

1292 

1993 

453 

180 

65 

698 

1994 

888 

275 

0 

1163 

1995 

487 

172 

90 

749 

1996 

535 

181 

3 

719 

1997 

736 

293 

1 

1030 

1998 

1030 

372 

28 

1430 

1980-97 

AVERAGE 

526 

208 

25 

759 

1993-97 

AVERAGE 

620 

220 

32 

872 

1994-98 

AVERAGE 

735 

259 

24 

1018 

1980-98 

AVERAGE 

552 

217 

25 

794 


































The Nebraska Bird Review_ Vol. 66 No.3 


TABLE 5 

DISTRIBUTION OF WINTERING BALD EAGLES DURING MIDWINTER SURVEYS 
Number of Eagles Observed by Standardized Report Location and Location's 
Proportion of Statewide Total (excluding Missouri River) 


North Platte/R N, S. & Platte rivers Republican R. Platte River 

Keystone-Lewellen Maxwell-Linc/Keith Co. Alma-Naponee Parr-Elm Creek Statewide All Four Concentrations 



#Eagles 

% 

#Eagles 

% 

#Eagles 

% 

#Eagles 

% 

#Eagles 

#Eagles 

% 

1980 

52 

12% 

21 

5% 

51 

12% 

70 

16% 

428 

194 

45% 

1981 

26 

6% 

8 

2% 

83 

19% 

61 

14% 

439 

178 

41% 

1982 

48 

15% 

12 

4% 

44 

14% 

24 

7% 

325 

128 

39% 

1983 

25 

6% 

29 

7% 

110 

25% 

83 

19% 

437 

247 

57% 

1984 

6 

2% 

71 

20% 

16 

4% 

64 

18% 

360 

157 

44% 

1985 

40 

6% 

205 

31% 

86 

13% 

71 

11% 

672 

402 

60% 

1986 

28 

7% 

27 

6% 

28 

7% 

46 

11% 

421 

129 

31% 

1987 

52 

6% 

31 

4% 

169 

20% 

85 

10% 

832 

337 

41% 

1988 

25 

5% 

55 

11% 

65 

13% 

104 

21% 

500 

249 

50% 

1989 

69 

8% 

127 

14% 

80 

9% 

145 

16% 

907 

421 

46% 

1990 

53 

8% 

49 

8% 

30 

5% 

81 

13% 

646 

213 

33% 

1991 

66 

14% 

27 

6% 

18 

4% 

66 

14% 

466 

177 

38% 

1992 

11 

1% 

14 

1% 

272 

29% 

49 

5% 

953 

346 

36% 

1993 

149 

27% 

64 

11% 

16 

3% 

25 

4% 

559 

254 

45% 
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Table 5 (Continued) 


North Platte/R N, S. & Platte rivers Republican R. Platte River 

Keystone-LeweBen Max Wed-Line/Keith Co. Alma-Naponee Parr-Elm Creek Statewide All Four Concentrations 



#Eagles 

% 

#Eagles 

% 

#Eagles 

% 

#Eagles 

% 

#Eagles 

#Eagles 

% 

1994 

44 

5% 

53 

6% 

114 

13% 

142 

16% 

880 

353 

40% 

1995 

27 

5% 

46 

9% 

75 

14% 

17 

3% 

533 

165 

31% 

1996 

23 

4% 

41 

8% 

24 

5% 

64 

12% 

531 

152 

29% 

1997 

110 

13% 

57 

7% 

194 

23% 

43 

5% 

844 

404 

48% 

1998 

89 

9% 

32 

3% 

403 

41% 

79 

8% 

995 

604 

61% 

Average 80-98 

50 

8% 

51 

8% 

99 

16% 

69 

11% 

617 

269 

44% 

Average 80-97 

47 

8% 

52 

9% 

82 

14% 

69 

12% 

596 

250 

42% 

Average 80-89 

37 

7% 

59 

11% 

73 

14% 

75 

14% 

532 

244 

46% 

Average 90-98 

50 

8% 

51 

8% 

99 

16% 

69 

11% 

617 

269 

44% 

Average 94-96 

51 

7% 

49 

7% 

102 

15% 

67 

10% 

697 

269 

39% 

Average 95-97 

53 

8% 

48 

8% 

98 

15% 

41 

6% 

636 

241 

38% 

Average 96-98 

74 

9% 

43 

5% 

207 

26% 

62 

8% 

790 

387 

49% 

Max. numb. 

149 


205 


403 


145 


995 

604 


Max % 


27% 


31% 


41% 


21% 



61% 
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BALD EAGLE COUNTS AT TWO FACILITIES OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
by Mark M. Peyton and Rodger Knaggs, Central NE Public Power & Irrigation 
District, P.O. Box 188, Gothenburg, NE 69138-0188 

INTRODUCTION: 

Since 1988 the Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District (Central) has 
provided, free to the public, a bald eagle viewing facility in its Johnson #2 
Hydroelectric Plant south of Lexington, Dawson County, and since 1990 a facility 
near the outlet of the Kingsley Hydroelectric Plant at Lake Ogallala in Keith County. 

Central provides binoculars and viewing scopes at both locations as well as 
personnel to answer questions and provide assistance. These individuals also 
conducted daily eagle surveys at the facilities. 

METHODS: 

Central personnel, using binoculars and/or spotting scopes, counted the number of 
eagles visible from the viewing site. Counts were made at 8:00 AM local time with 
age of the birds and weather conditions at the time of the count noted. 

The number of people using the facilities was determined from registration books 
maintained at each site. 

RESULTS: 

The J-2 Powerhouse was open from 20 December 1997 to 22 February 1998, and 
the Kingsley Eagle Viewing building from 26 December 1997 to 1 March 1998. 

At the J-2 Powerhouse, 2,025 people registered. Of that number, 1,333 were in 
attendance on the 22 regularly scheduled days (average of 61/day) and 692 
registered on an additional 16 days as part of school groups. 

The Kingsley viewing site was open 41 days (38 regularly scheduled days and three 
additional days for schools groups) with 2,033 people registering for an average 
attendance of 50 people per day. 
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Peak eagle counts from the facilities were 33 eagles on 13 January at J-2 and 117 
on 27 January at Kingsley. The average daily count of 12 eagles from J-2 was 
slightly above the eight-year average of 11.1 per day. At Kingsley the average 
count 32 eagles per day was well below the 56 per day eight-year average. Table 
1 shows the average number of eagles counted per day at both facilities for the 
past eight years. 


Table 1: The average number of eagles counter per day from the 
J-2 Power Plant and the Kingsley Viewing Facility from 
1991-1998 



Year 


J-2 Plant 


Kingsley Center 

1990-1991 


11 


21 

1991-1992 


8 


42 

1992-1993 


4 


87 

1993-1994 


13.6 


114 

1994-1995 


11 


17 

1995-1996 


16.5 


64 

1996-1997 


13 


74 

1997-1998 


12 


32 

Eight Year Daily 
Average 


11.1 


56.4 


DISCUSSION: 

While the number of eagles visible from the J-2 Plant on a given day was somewhat 
consistent with previous years, those visible from the Kingsley site were well 
below the average of previous years. This may be attributed to the mild weather, 
which resulted in Lake McConaughy remaining at least partially open and free of ice 
all season long. 

The mild weather may have two effects on the concentrations of bald eagles near 
the viewing site. First may be the availability of other feeding areas during 
warmer weather and secondly the reduced winter stress on fish in Lake 
McConaughy which may have resulted in fewer fish traveling through the 
hydroelectric plant and thus becoming available as food below the plant. 
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Central will be opening the two facilities this year on December 19th. Photography 
blinds are available and may be reserved by contacting the Central office at 
Holdrege (308) 995-8601 or the Kingsley office at (308) 284-2332. 


* * * * * 


Nebraska Bird Count for 1997 Addendum 

Owing to organizational disorder, the following NBC count did not appear in the 
March (Volume 66 Number 1) editon of the Bird Review. 

Omaha 

Site and Party Data: Sarpy Co; 15-mile diameter circle, centered at Offutt 
AFB Lake, to include Fontenelle Forest, Lake Manawa State Park (Iowa), 
Plattsmouth State Game Refuge, and portions of the Platte and Missouri Rivers. 3 
Jan., 7:30 a.m. To 4:45 p.m. Temp. 37 to 20 ° F; north wind at 5-15 mph. No 
snow. 

Observers: Betty Grenon, compiler. 34 observers plus 3 at feeders. 
Betty Allen, Roland Barth, Warren Bielenberg, Manit Bunnimit, Sharon Draper, Nelli 
Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Dick Gilson, Ruth Green, Betty Grenon, Essie Grill, Sam Grill, 
Craig Hensley, Noah Hensley, Debbie Hunsberger, Clem Klaphake, Janet Korpi, Ray 
Korpi, Jim Kovanda, Steve Lamphere, Don MaAs, Sue Mattix, Don Paseka, Janis 
Paseka, Dick Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Judi Rettich, Kathleen Rose, Rick Schmid, 
Eric Scholar, Greg Stoiber, Julie Wilking, Alexander Wilson, and Edith Wilson. 

Total Species: 53 
Total Individuals: 8,648 

CW Birds: Northern Pintail, American Wigeon, Ruddy Duck, Northern 
Harrier, Red-shouldered Hawk, Herring Gull, Ross’ Gull, Eastern Screech-owl, 
Winter Wren. 


1997 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT FOR OMAHA 

Species 

Num. 


Species 

Num. 

Snow Goose 

251 


Canada Goose 

866 

Mallard 

1,623 


Gadwall 

32 

Redhead 

4 


Common Goldeneye 

133 

Hooded Merganser 

3 


Common Merganser 

128 

Bald Eagle 

I 

82 


Adult 

Immature 

51 

31 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

2 


Red-tailed Hawk 

51 

Bueto, sp. 

1 


American Kestrel 

16 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

1 


Wild Turkey 

62 
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American Coot 

4 


Ring-billed Gull 

6 

Rock Dove 

81 


Mourning Dove 

19 

Great Horned Owl 

1 


Barred Owl 

1 

Belted Kingfisher 

4 


Red-headed Woodpecker 

3 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

55 


Downy Woodpecker 

88 

Hairy Woodpecker 

7 


N. Yellow-shafted Flicker 

35 

Blue Jay 

57 


American Crow 

633 

Black-capped Chickadee 

300 


Tufted Titmouse 

32 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

4 


White-breasted Nuthatch 

98 

Brown Creeper 

5 


Carolina Wren 

1 

Eastern Bluebird 

2 


American Robin 

1 

Cedar Waxwing 

116 


European Starling 

2,128 

Yellow Rumped (Myrtle) Warbler 

2 


Northern Cardinal 

93 

American Tree Sparrow 

118 


Song Sparrow 

6 

White-throated Sparrow 

1 


Harris’ Sparrow 

4 

Dark Eyed (slate-col.) Junco 

574 


Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco 

5 

Red-winged Blackbird 

65 


Meadowlark, sp. 

36 

Common Grackle 

3 


Purple Finch 

7 

House Finch 

41 


Pine Siskin 

114 

American Goldfinch 

186 


House Sparrow 

457 
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In Memorium: Harvev L. Gunderson 

Dear Fellow Birders, 

It is with deep regret that I inform you of the death of Harvey L.Gunderson on 
Tuesday, 23 February, 1999, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Harvey was born in Gary, Minnesota, on 11 June, 1913, and went on to 
become Associate Director of the University of Nebraska State Museum. Along the 
way, Harvey received a Bachelor's Degree from Concordia College, Moorhead, MN, 
a Master's Degree from the University of Minnesota and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Michigan. 

Harvey was a member of American Society of Mammalogist (Harvey wrote a 
text book for introductory mammalogy classes), Wilson Ornithological Society, The 
Wildlife Society, and Sigma Xi, an Honorary Scientific Society. He was also a 
Fellow of The Explorer's Club (New York), Associate Director, Curator of Zoology, 
and Museum Professor at the University of Nebraska State Museum as well as 
Professor of Life Sciences at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 

Harvey was former president of both the Nebraska and Minnesota 
Ornithologists’ Unions as well as the Nebraska Section of the Wildlife Society. He 
served for forty years on the Board of Directors and as Senior Editor of the 
Minnesota Naturalist published by the Minnesota Natural History Society. 

Harvey served for four years in the U.S. Army (1942-1945); he was with 
the ski troops of northern Europe. 

Services were held both in Minnesota and Nebraska. Funeral and burial 
were in Lincoln on 1 March, 1999, at St. Luke's Methodist Church. 

Thomas E. Labedz tlabedz@unl.edu 

Collections Manager - Division of Zoology 

University of Nebraska State Museum 

* * * * * 

Parasitic Jaeger at Lake McConaughy 
Stephen J. Dinsmore and W. Ross Silcock 

On 5 October, 1997, we joined Joel G. Jorgensen and John Sullivan for a 
pelagic trip on Lake McConaughy. A similar trip in late September 1996 yielded a 
Sabine’s Gull, but we were really hoping to see a jaeger. From 7:00 to 8:30 a.m. 
we gradually worked our way from the dam towards the western end of the lake. 
Besides moderate numbers of Franklin's and Ring-billed Gulls, there were few birds 
on the lake. At approximately 8:45 a.m. Dinsmore noticed that all of the gulls at the 
western end of the lake had suddenly taken flight. Less than a minute later, we 
simultaneously spotted a jaeger soaring directly overhead. The size, dark 
coloration, and prominent white flashes in the wings identified the bird as a jaeger. 
The bird made a couple of attacks on Franklin Gulls and then flew east down the 
lake. We chased the jaeger for more than ten miles before losing it. We relocated 
the bird a short time later just above the dam. This time, the bird attacked a couple 
of Ring-billed Gulls before flying west up the lake. We again took chase, but lost the 
bird before reaching Lemoyne. 

The gull-like shape, generally brown coloration, and prominent white bases 
to the primaries identified the bird as a jaeger. The bird was smaller but longer- 
winged than a Ring-billed Gull and larger and slimmer than a Franklin’s Gull. The 
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overall coloration was dark brown, except for some warmer rufous tones on the 
underparts. We saw no visible barring on the underparts. The bill was straight and 
slender, but the color pattern was not noted. The upperwing was dark brown except 
for white at the base of at least the outermost four primaries. The underwing was 
also dark except for a prominent white area on the undersides of the bases of the 
primaries. The rectrices were dark and the central feathers were slightly 
elongated with pointed tips. We all agreed on the identification as a juvenile 
Parasitic Jaeger. Careful size comparisons to Franklin and Ring-billed Gulls 
eliminated juvenile Pomarine Jaeger, which also generally shows more white color 
on both surfaces of the wing. Juvenile Long-tailed Jaeger was eliminated on the 
basis of the pattern of white on the wing and size and wing proportions. We further 
concluded the bird was an intermediate or dark morph individual based on the dark 
plumage and lack of a contrasting paler head or rump. 

This represents the second accepted record of a Parasitic Jaeger for 
Nebraska. The only other record is of a juvenile picked up alive in Sheridan County 
on 23 Aug 1968 which died the next day (specimen number UNSM ZM12309) 
(Gates, Doris. 1969. Parasitic Jaeger rather than Skua. Nebraska Bird Review 
37:31.). There are also five records of Pomarine Jaegers and a single Long-tailed 
Jaeger record for Nebraska. Another 16 reports are of jaegers that were not 
identified to species. 

1 61 2 West Magnolia St. Fort Collins, CO 80521 
Box 300 Tabor, IA 51653 

***** 

Endemicity and Regiona Biodiversity in Nebraska’s Breedin Avifauna 
by Paul A. Johnsgard (School of Biological Sciences, U. of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

I estimate that 215 bird species currently breed or have previously bred in 
Nebraska. This number compares with a total of 330 species that breed or have 
bred in the Great Plains region south of Canada, as I defined that region in my book 
on the breeding birds of the Great Plains (Johnsgard, 1979). 

Grasslands or potential grasslands make up about 81 percent of the Great 
Plains’ vegetation, and probably represented about 96 percent of Nebraska’s 
original vegetation. Only in the Sandhills region is that vegetation type still 
essentially intact; the tail-grass prairie of eastern Nebraska is virtually gone. In 
my 1979 summary, I judged that 36 species of Great Plain’s bird are 
grassland-adapted forms, with 15 of these endemic to the Great Plains, and the 
rest more broadly distributed. Nine of these endemics breed in Nebraska (Greater 
Prairie-Chicken, Mountain Plover, Long-billed Curlew, Upland Sandpiper, 
Dickcissel, Lark Bunting, Clay-colored Sparrow, Cassin’s Sparrow, McCown’s 
Longspur and Chestnut-collared Longspur), and the Chihuahuan Raven also once did. 
None of these ten species is considered endangered nationally, although the Greater 
Prairie-Chicken needs to be monitored closely. Birds of the tail-grass prairie that 
currently breed in eastern Nebraska include the Upland Sandpiper, Dickcissel. 
Eastern Meadowlark, Field Sparrow and Henslow's Sparrow. Both of the latter are 
not, strictly speaking, prairie species, but either represent a later successional 
stage containing some small trees (Field Sparrow), or the presence some brushy or 
weedy elements (Henslow’s Sparrow). In the west the short-grass plains support 
several declining or rare species, including Ferruginous Hawk, Swainson’s Hawk, 
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Prairie Falcon, Mountain Plover, Burrowing Owl, Common Poor-will, Lark Bunting, 
and two longspurs. Some of these also have certain additional non-vegetative needs 
such as cliff-side nest sites (Prairie Falcon), burrows (Burrowing Owl), nearly 
bare ground (Mountain Plover), or rocky substrates (Poor-will). The 
geographically and ecologically intermediate Sandhills prairies support many 
typical grassland and wet meadow breeders, such as Sharp-tailed Grouse, 
Long-billed Curlew, Bobolink, Lark Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow and Horned 
Lark. 

Woodlands and forests comprise about 15 percent of the native vegetation 
of the Great Plains states, and support some 51 percent of the region’s breeding 
avifauna (Johnsgard, 1979). I estimate that in Nebraska this vegetation type 
occupies three percent of the state’s surface area, and supports 48 percent of its 
avifauna. It is thus one of the most important vegetation types for generating 
species diversity of our avifauna. Bald Eagles are among the rare woodland-nesting 
species of Nebraska, although they are also strongly water-dependent for food. 
Several hawks (Broad-winged, Red-shouldered, Cooper’s, etc.) are other clear 
associates of mature woodlands. Several woodland nesting passerines that have 
generally large ranges elsewhere in the central or western states are limited to 
woodlands in extreme northwestern Nebraska’s Pine Ridge region, or in the lower 
Missouri woodlands of extreme southeastern Nebraska (see Table 2 ). 

Wetlands (including rivers, lakes, large reservoirs, etc.) cover only about 
one percent of the surface area of the Great Plains states, but support 21 percent 
of its breeding avifauna, thus contributing more to the region’s avifauna diversity 
than any other habitat type relative to is area (Johnsgard, 1979). Similarly, 
surface water covers only about one percent of Nebraska’s surface, but such areas 
support 27 percent of our breeding avifauna. Rare or localized species that depend 
on such wetlands in Nebraska include the Trumpeter Swan, Black-necked Stilt, 
White-faced Ibis, Least Tern and Piping Plover. All of the rails are marsh dependent 
and thus rather localized; but the breeding status of the Black Rail in Nebraska is 
still unknown. The Northern Harrier also nests in marshes, but forages over 
meadows and grasslands. The Sandhill Crane once bred in Nebraska’s Sandhill 
marshes, and may again return as a breeding species, just as the Bald Eagle has 
done. Wetlands also provide extremely important migratory habitats in Nebraska 
for many species of shorebirds, waterfowl, and cranes, including the endangered 
Whooping Crane. 

Methods 

As part of the ongoing national interest in defining Important Bird Areas, I 
decided that an analysis of my distribution maps of the breeding ranges of 
Nebraska’s avifauna would be of value. These maps, originally drawn for my book 
on the breeding birds of the Great Plains (Johnsgard, 1979) have been periodically 
updated; the most recent versions appear in my summary of Nebraska's avifauna 
(Johnsgard, 1998). Although I used my breeding-distribution maps for the Great 
Plains as my data source, I accepted the fact that the range limits indicated there 
are usually little more than “informed guesses,” as we still lack highly detailed 
breeding range maps for most Nebraska species. When the Breeding Bird Atlas for 
Nebraska is finally published, we will have better mapping possibilities. My maps 
tend to be “generous” as to probable breeding occurrence; thus the Northern 
Harrier and Long-eared Owl were both mapped as occurring throughout the entire 
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state, even though they respectively nest only in areas having available marshy or 
mature woodland breeding habitats. I prepared a transparent overlay map of the 
state, using the 68 quadrants of latitude and longitude that were adopted in the 
Nebraska Atlas and Gazetteer , one of a series of state atlases published by 
DeLorme Co., of Freeport, Maine. 

Using these standardized quadrants makes for easy reference by others, 
and might facilitate future between-state comparisons as well. This atlas series’ 
quadrants in Nebraska measure 30.7 miles (49.4 kilometers) in east-west distance 
and 44 miles (70.8 kilometers) in north-south distance, or 1,351 square miles 
(3,497 sq. kilometers) per quadrant. Each of my range maps was*then compared 
with the quadrant overlay, and those all quadrants falling within the species’ 
indicated range were tallied (Figure 1). The total number of species falling within 
each quadrant was then determined. Many of the quadrants along the southwestern 
and eastern borders of the state»are ones whose areas extend well beyond the 
state’s legal boundaries (e.g., Nos. 10-13, 27, 41-45, 56, 68). A few species 
were tallied as “present” if they occurred within the limits of such quadrants 
although these species’ apparent actual range limits failed to reach Nebraska’s 
boundaries. Treated otherwise, projected species totals for these variably smaller 
border quadrants could not be numerically compared with numbers for those 
quadrants falling entirely within the state’s boundaries. A total of 51 species were 
judged to be pandemic breeders throughout the state (Table 1), all the remaining 
164 species were judged absent from one or more quadrants. At the other extreme 
are those species occurring in as few as a single quadrant; these are of special 
interest in terms of defining regional endemicity. Such species, which are clearly 
localized in Nebraska but may not be rare elsewhere in their ranges, are listed as 
regional endemics in Table 2. 

Results 

Ranges in estimated species diversity varied from as few as 96 species 
(quadrant 43) to a maximum of 140 species (quadrant 41). Part of this apparent 
variation reflects regional differences in data bases; thus quadrant 43 is located in 
the southwestern Panhandle, where few ornithologists have studied local birds, 
whereas quadrant 41 includes the Douglas County area, with its long history of 
ornithological investigations. However, several trends are clearly visible. The 
generally highest levels of species diversity occur along the lower Missouri River 
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valley, from the Kansas border north to the Omaha area. Numbers gradually tall off 
from that area up the Missouri and Niobrara valleys to about Cherry County, where 
there is apparently a sharp decline (quadrant 6), roughly where the mixed 
deciduous forest changes to a ponderosa pine forest. There is a second center of 
breeding biodiversity centered in Sioux County (quadrant 1), tapering off in Dawes 
and Scottsbluff counties (quadrants 2 & 14). The Platte Valley represents a 
corridor of moderate diversity, but the Republican River Valley along the lowest 
tier of quadrants is distinctly less diverse in its breeding avifauna than are other 
regions. The Sandhills region shows only slightly less diversity than the Platte 
Valley, probably because of the substantial number of wetland species breeding 
with the region. 

There are some ways of comparing these hypothetical estimates of 
breeding diversity with actual estimates. Thus, quadrant 32 includes the Cedar 
Point Biological Station area, where 111 species were judged as likely breeders. 
The known total number of breeding species as of 1996 was 104 (Brown et al., 
1996). Quadrant 19, with 108 prospective breeding species includes Valentine 
National Wildlife Refuge, which has at least 93 known breeders. The Lancaster 
County list of breeding birds includes at least 103 species (personal 
determination), as compared with an estimated total of 118 species for all of 
quadrant 54. These numbers suggest that the margin of overestimates for these 
projected figures may average only about ten percent, and should be less if the 
entire quadrant area were carefully surveyed. 

Discussion 

Important Bird Areas have been defined as those that (1) support 
threatened or endangered species, (2) support rare or endemic species, or species 
of special conservation concern, (3) include species associated with rare or 
threatened habitats, (4) represent sites supporting areas of high numerical 
population abundance or species diversity, or (5) those where long-term 
monitoring has occurred. The data presented here offers direct information on 
points two and four. Information on the distribution of rare and endangered species, 
as well as of endangered habitats, is available through state and federal agencies, 
the Nature Conservancy, and similar conservation groups Long-term monitoring 
of bird populations has gone only in only a few sites, most obviously some of the 
state’s major national wildlife refuges and Cedar Point Biological Station, all of 
which are obvious candidates for inclusion. 

Thus regions that should be examined for the identification of important 
bird areas on the basis of unusually high species diversity should include the lower 
Missouri Valley (e.g., Indian Cave State Park, Fontenelle Forest , etc.). It should 
also include much of the Pine Ridge’s already preserved areas. The middle Niobrara 
River Valley is of special interest as an east-west faunal transition zone 
(Johnsgard, 1982), and one of the major “suture zones” of overlapping eastern 
and western biota. The Platte Valley has similar basic biological significance, 
especially the region of the middle Platte, which additionally supports major 
populations of threatened Least Terns and Piping Plovers, and critical habitat for 
the endangered Whooping Crane. The Lake McConaughy area is already known to 
support one of the highest areas of avian species diversity in the entire country 
(Brown et al., 1996), and additionally includes Cedar Point Biological Station. 



Summary 

An analysis of the relative species diversity of Nebraska's breeding 
avifauna establishes several areas of unusual species richness and endemicity, 
these most important being the Missouri Valley and associated middle to lower 
Niobrara Valley, the Pine Ridge area of the northwestern Panhandle, and the entire 
Platte Valley. 
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Table 1 


Pied-billed Grebe 
American Bittern 
Great Blue Heron 
Black-crowned Night Heron 
Canada Goose 
Mallard 

Northern Pintail 
Blue-winged Teal 
Red-tailed Hawk 
American Kestrel 
Northern Harrier 
American Coot 
Killdeer 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Barn Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Belted Kingfisher 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Western Kingbird 
Eastern Kingbird’ 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
Barn Swallow 


Blue Jay 
American Crow 
House Wren 
American Robin 
Gray Catbird 
Loggerhead Shrike 
European Starling 
Yellow Warbler 
Common Yellow-throat 
Blue Grosbeak 
Chipping Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Western Meadowlark 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow 
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Table 2 

Snffdes of Birds Considered to be Endemic to Specific Nebraska Regions 


Northwestern Panhandle Endemics 

White-throated Swift 

Lewis’ Woodpecker 

Cordilleran Flycatcher 

Ptumbeus Vireo 

Pinyon Jay 

Violet-green Swallow 

Brown Creeper 

Pygmy Nuthatch 

Mountain Bluebird 

Townsend’s Solitaire 

Swainson’s Thrush 

Sage Thrasher 

Western Tanager 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Brewer's Sparrow 

Dark-eyed Junco 

McCown’s Longspur 

Chestnut-collared Longspur 


Lower Missouri Valiev Endemics 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Chuck-wills-widow 
White-eyed Vireo 
Carolina Wren 
Summer Tanager 
Northern Parula 
Cerulean Warbler 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Kentucky Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 

Southwestern Panhandle Endemics 

Mountain Plover 
Cassin’s Kingbird 
Cassin’s Sparrow 


* * * * * 

FALL FIELD REPORT, AUGUST TO NOVEMBER, 1998 

Compiled by W. Ross Stlcock, P.0. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
(silcock@sidney.heartland.net) and Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St, Blair, NE 
68008 (zrtac@genesisnet.net 


INTRODUCTION 

Larry Einemann kindly pointed out that in the Spring Report all his sightings 
from Pioneer’s Park should have been attributed to Wilderness Park at Pioneer's 
Boulevard (in Lincoln). Larry noted that Pioneer's Park is a manicured Lincoln city 
park which is not good for birds except for in the vicinity of the embedded Chet 
Ager Nature Center. This was my (WRS) error; personally I have trouble even 
finding the Wilderness Park entrances, let alone naming them properly! 

Another correction! John Sullivan pointed out that the 2 Summer Tanagers 
at Indian Cave SP on 10 August, 1997, were not his sighting. In fact, after 
searching the raw data, I can't find this report; please delete it. 

A surprising number of rarities appeared this fall, notably some rare 
warblers for the Panhandle, including a 1st Panhandle Pine Warbler and a 1st fall 
state and Panhandle Prairie Warbler, as well as a 1st fall Panhandle Mourning 
Warbler. A 1st documented Panhandle Blue-headed Vireo and a first documented 
state fall Hudsonian Godwit were also found. Other outstanding sightings included a 
2nd state Long-tailed Jaeger, a 2nd state fall Great Black-backed Gull, 6th-10th (!) 
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state Little Gulls, a 4th fall (5th state) Red-naped Sapsucker, an 8th state fall 
Green-tailed Towhee, and a 5th state documented Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco. 
An observant reader will note that most of these rarities were discovered and 
documented by the indefatigable Steve Dinsmore, who has advanced our knowledge 
of Panhandle birds, especially migrants, tremendously in the last 3 years or so. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

"Routine reports" indicates that while reports were received, no unusual 
numbers or movements were detected; most such species are non-migratory. 
"None reported" indicates species of regular fall occurrence which were not 
reported. ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City; BOL: Branched Oak L, SRA/WMA, 
Lancaster Co; CCM: Clear Creek Marshes, west end of L McConaughy, Keith Co; 
Cem: Cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Garden Co; 
Co(s): County (ies); FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; fide, reported (and 
vouching for accuracy) by; FL: Funk Lagoon WPA, Phelps Co; HCR: Harlan Co Res, 
Harlan Co; L: Lake; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; m.ob.: many observers; NC: 
Nature Center; NM: National Monument; NPNWR: North Platte NWR, Scotts Bluff 
Co; Res: Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin, an area of natural wetlands in 
southcentral NE; SP: State Park; SR A: State Recreation Area; WMA: Wildlife 
Management Area (State); WPA: Waterfowl Production Area (Federal). 

GAZETTEER 

L Alice: NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; L Babcock: Platte Co; Basswood Ridge: 
WMA, Dakota Co; Black Island: WMA, Cuming Co; Calamus Res: Garfield and 
Loup Cos; Camp Wakonda: Bellevue; Conestoga L: SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Crystal Cove L: South Sioux City; Cunningham L: Douglas Co; Deep Well 
Basin: WMA, Hamilton Co; DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; Eckhardt Basin: 
WPA, Clay Co; Enders Res: SRA, Chase Co; Gavin's Point Dam: forms Lewis 
and Clark L; Glenvil Basin: WPA, Clay Co; Harvard Lagoon (formerly Inland 
Lagoon): WPA, Clay Co; Jack Sinn Marsh: WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos; 
Jensen Lagoon: WPA, Kearney Co; Johnson L: Dawson and Gosper Cos; Keller 
Park: SRA, Brown Co; Keystone L: below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Kingsley 
Dam: forms LM; Kirkpatrick Basin North: WMA, York Co; Koenig Basin: 
private basin 1.5 miles south of Harvard Lagoon, Clay Co; LaPlatte Bottoms: 
Sarpy Co; Lewis and Clark L: Knox Co and South Dakota; Mallard Haven: 
WPA, Fillmore Co; L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; L North: Platte Co; L 
Ogallala: below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; Neale 
Woods: extreme northeast Douglas Co; Nebraska National Forest: Thomas 
Co; North Harvard Basin: private basin 3 miles north of Harvard, Clay Co; 
North Hultine Basin: WPA, Clay Co (formerly Sandpiper WPA); Oliver Res: 
Kimball Co; Pawnee L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Pibel L: SRA, Wheeler Co; Ponca 
SP: Dixon Co; Private Basin: 2 miles east of FL in Kearney Co; Red Willow 
Res: Frontier Co; Rowe Sanctuary: Kearney Co; Schramm SP: Sarpy Co; 
Sherman Res: Sherman Co; Sinninger Lagoon: WPA, York Co; Smith L: SRA, 
Sheridan Co; Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; Sutherland Res: Lincoln Co; 
Theesen Lagoon: WPA, Clay Co; Troester Basin: WPA, Hamilton Co; 
Wagontrain L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Winters Creek L: NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; 
Waif L: north Saunders Co; Wood Duck Area: WMA, StantonCo. 
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REPORTERS 

Elaine Bachel (EB), Lincoln; Laurel Badura (LB), Kearney; Mark Brogie (MB), 
Creighton; Linda R. Brown (LRB), Lincoln; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Fort 
Collins, CO; Larry Einemann (LE), Lincoln; Carol Falk (CF), Nebraska City; 
Laurence Falk (LF), Nebraska City; Ruth Green (RG), Bellevue; Joe Gubanyi (JG), 
Seward; John W. Hall (JWH), Omaha; Robin Harding (RH), Gibbon; David Heidt 
(DH), Norfolk; Thomas Hoffman (TH), Omaha; Glen Hoge (GH), Alma; Wanda Hoge 
(WH), Alma; Helen K. Hughson (HKH), Scottsbluff; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South 
Sioux City; Jan Johnson (JJ), Wakefield; Gerry Jorgensen (GJ), Blair; Joel G. 
Jorgensen (JGJ), Blair; Alice Kenitz (AK), Gering; Clem N. Klaphake (CNK), 
Bellevue; Lucy Koenig (LK) f Scottsbluff; Thomas E. Labedz (TEL), Lincoln; Babs 
Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Don Paseka (DP), 
Ames; Janis Paseka (JP), Ames; Kevin Poague (KP), Lincoln; Neva Pruess (NP), 
Lincoln; Lanny Randolph, (LR), Gibbon; Neal Ratzlaff (NR), Omaha; W. Ross Silcock 
(WRS), Tabor, IA; Jan Small (JSm), Vermillion, SD; John Sullivan (JS), Lincoln; 
David L. Swanson (DLS), Vermillion, SD; John Tumasonis (JT), Boulder, CO; Mark 
Urwiller (MU), Kearney; Gertrude Wood (GW), Elmwood. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Pacific Loon : All reports this year came from the west and include singles at 
Winters Creek L between 31 October and 7 November (SJD), at L Ogallala on 7 
November (SJD), at L Minatare on 7 November (SJD), and again at L Minatare from 
20 to 27 November. (SJD). 

Common Loon : Summer reports are now regular, especially in western NE. This 
year, 4 appeared at L Ogallala on 20 August (SJD) and another was spotted at HCR 
on 10 August (GH, WH). Excellent high counts were tallied during the migration, 
with 27 at HCR on 1 November (JGJ); 22 at L Ogallala/LM on 7 November (SJD); 
and 19 at Pawnee L on 11 November (JS). 

Yellow-billed Loon : Quite a surprise and a significant record for the 
region was a single in either basic or immature plumage at LM between 8 August 
and 18 October (SJD, JGJ, WRS, JS, m.ob.). Fortunately, the bird was well- 
documented, and the occurrence should become only the 2nd record for NE. 
Pied-billed Grebe : A localized breeder in the east, 4 adults with 3 young 
were observed at LaPlatte Bottoms on 4 August (BP, LP). The high count of 860 at 
L Babcock on 20 September (JS) likely underscores the species’ peak migration 
period. 

Horned Grebe : The 6 September sighting of a single at L. Alice was quite early 
(SJD). The high count was 48 at L Minatare on 30 October (SJD). The last report 
for the period was of a single at Sutherland Res on 28 November (SJD). 

Eared Grebe : The high count was a mere 29 at L Alice on 31 October (SJD). And 
the latest were counts up to 13 at 4 locations on 28 November (SJD, LR, RH). 
Western Grebe : Peak counts included 17,600+ at LM on 18 October (SJD) and 
1400 at Sutherland Res on 7 November (SJD, DCE). Good counts for the east, 
albeit dramatically smaller than the previously-mentioned totals, include 46 at 
Calamus Res on 8 November (JGJ) and 6 at Pawnee L between 6 and 11 November 
(BP, LP, JS). Back at LM, 800 still remained on 28 November (SJD). 

Clark's Grebe: This species is regular in the west but greatly outnumbered 
by Western Grebe. At L Minatare, 1 to 3 were found from 19 September to 27 
November (SJD); 22 were seen at LM 18 October (SJD); 8 were reported at 
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Sutherland Res on 1 November (SJD); and a single was at Enders Res on 28 
November (SJD). 

American White Pelican : The high counts were 2100 at LM on 8 August (SJD) 
and 1234 at Calamus Res on 7 September (JGJ). And last count was 12 at 
Sutherland Res on 28 November (SJD). 

Double-crested Cormorant : The high count was 1,500 at HCR on 8 November 
(GH, WH). 

American Bittern : August reports-such as a single at Deep Well Basin on 22 
August (JGJ)--may identify early migrants, but the one reported at FL on 9 August 
(GH, WH) was probably summering, as has been noted there in recent years. 
Otherwise, 10 were found in the RWB between 2 September and 27 October (GH, 
WH, JGJ, JS), with the latest and highest count being the 4 at FL on 27 October 
(JS). 

Least Bittern : This species may now be quite well established at FL; as many as 
7 were found there on 2 August (GH, WH). August reports elsewhere include 2 at 
Private Basin on 11 August (LR, RH), 3 at LaPlatte Bottoms on 3 August (BP, LP), 
and a single spotted at Crystal Cove L on 13 August (BFH). Obvious migrants were 
the singles at HCR on 14 September (GH, WH) and Black Island on 26 September 
(DH). 

Great Blue Heron: A good count was 119 at LM on 20 September (SJD). 

Great Earet : As many as 1 32 were seen at HCR on 9 August (SJD). The last 
reported were 7 in the eastern RWB on 11 October (JGJ) and a single at LM on 12 
October (SJD). 

Snowv Egret : The high counts include 29 at FL on 19 August (SJD), 21 at HCR on 
9 August (SJD), and 1 3 at L Babcock on 30 August (JGJ). The last count was 2 in 
the eastern RWB on 11 October (JGJ). 

Little Blue Heron : As many as 14 were reported in Clay Co between 5 and 13 
September (JGJ), marking the season’s high count and late date. An additional 7 
were tallied at various points south of the Platte River. 

Cattle Egret : The high counts were 303 at FL on 19 August (SJD) and 125 near 
the 1-80 Odessa exit, Buffalo Co (LR, RH). The last count was a single at HCR on 8 
November (GH, WH). 

Green Heron : Routine Reports. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron : The high counts were 17 at FL on 19 August 
(SJD) and 16 at LM 20 on September (SJD). Late were two seen at Johnson L on 3 
November (LR, RH), and even later—indeed, record late—were the 3 reported at 
Cunningham L on 22 November (JS, WRS). 

Yellow-crowned Niaht-Heron: Juveniles of this species invaded the RWB in 
late summer. At FL, 4 appeared on 19 August (SJD), and 2 were spotted there on 
13 September (LR, RH). In the eastern RWB, 13 were found from 15 August to 13 
September (JGJ), with a high count of 4 at Glenvil Basin on 15 August (JGJ). 
Record late was the single reported at Glenvil Basin on 11 October (JGJ). 
White-faced Ibis: High counts included 47 at Harvard Lagoon on 5 September 
(JGJ) and 43 at North Hultine Basin on 19 September (JGJ, GJ). The last reported 
were 2 at Harvard Lagoon on 25 October (CNK), the 2nd latest date on record. 
Turkey Vulture : The high count was 50 to 60 at Gering on 22 September (AK). 
The 3 at Fairbury on 8 October (GH, WH) were the last reported. 

Greater White-fronted Goose : A single appeared at Kissinger Basin on 30 
August (JGJ). 
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<;qpw Goose: Summering birds in the RWB are now routine; 24 were found in 

the region between 10 August and 13 September (JGJ, SJD). 

poss r Goose : A single at a small basin in Clay Co between 10 August and 5 

September (JGJ) was probably the same bird spotted there in May (see Spring 

Report). 

panada Goose : Routine reports. 

Jrumpeter Swan: Routine reports. 

yynod Duck: The high count was 109 at NPNWR on 10 September (LK). The last 

reported was a single at Enders Res on 28 November (SJD). 

pad wall: The high count was 2030 in Lancaster Co on 3 November (WRS). 

ft mgrican Wiaeon : The high counts were 391 at NPNWR on 21 October (LK) and 

325 in Lancaster Co on 3 November (WRS). The 160 spotted at the Scottsbluff SL 

on 27 November (SJD) was a good count for late fall. 

ftmerican Black Duck : The three reports (all with details provided) are the 
most in any fall in recent memory. Reports included singles at L Babcock on both 
22 August (JGJ) and 18 November (JGJ), and at DeSoto NWR on 7 November (JS). 
Mallard: The high counts were 31,469 at NPNWR on 17 November (LK) and 
20,000 at Sutherland Res on 28 November (SJD). 

Blue-winged Teal : The high count was 1500 at L Ogallala on 12 September 
(SJD); an immature male was also found at L Ogallala on 21 and 28 November 
(SJD). 

Cinnamon Teal : A single was spotted at FL on 19 August (SJD); identification 
details were provided. 

Northern Shoveler : The high count was 281 at the Scottsbluff SL on 27 
November (SJD). 

Northern Pintail : The high count, a good one for the rather early date, was 424 
reported at Sinninger Lagoon on 30 August (JGJ). 

Green-winaed Teal : The high counts include 4,400+ at LM on 1 November (SJD) 
and 1000 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). 

Canvasback : Although uncommon anywhere in the state before October, 7 
appeared at CLNWR on 30 August (JT), and 2 were spotted at Scottsbluff SL on 28 
August (SJD). 

Redhead : Uncommon, but not totally unexpected away from the Sandhills in 
summer and early fall, were a single reported at the North Platte SL on 9 August 
(SJD, JGJ) and 7 seen in the RWB between 9 and 10 August (JGJ, SJD). The high 
count was 700 at Winters Creek L on 31 October (SJD). 

Rina-necked Duck : An early report noted as many as 12 birds at CLNWR 
between 30 August and 7 September (JT, SJD). The high count was 405 reported 
at NPNWR on 6 November (LK). 

Greater Scaup : A good count of 19 at L Ogallala on 28 November (SJD) was the 
only report. 

Lesser Scaup : Routine reports. 

Surf Scoter: The only report was of an immature at L Ogallala between 31 
October and 1 November (SJD). 

White-w inaed Scoter : The only reports were of an immature at L Ogallala 
on 7 November (SJD) and an adult male at Pawnee L on 11 November (JS). 

Black Scoter: Usually by far the most rare and sought after, this scoter was 
reported most often this year. Reports (all of immature/female types) include a 
single at BOL on 31 October (JS), a single at Cunningham L on 15 November (JGJ), 
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a single at Lewis and Clark L between 26 and 28 November (MB, DH), and 3 to 4 at 
L Ogallala/Keystone L from 27 to 29 November (SJD, JS). 

Oldsauaw : A male spotted at Gavin’s Point Dam on 21 November (B) and a 
whopping 9 to 11 birds seen at Keystone L/Keystone canal between 28 and 29 
November (SJD, JS) were the only reports. 

Buffiehead: The 12 spotted at CLNWR on 7 August (JGJ) was a good late- 
summer count; a single was also found there on 7 September (SJD). The high 
counts include 390 at BOL on 20 November (BP, LP) and 205 at L Ogallala on 28 
November (SJD). 

Common Goldeneye : Unusual was a female seen at L Ogallala on 8 August (SJD) 
and again on 8 September (SJD, JS). The high count was 730 at Sutherland Res on 
28 November (SJD). 

Hooded Merganser : The pair spotted at L Alice between 20 August and 6 
September (SJD) was early. The high count was 70 at NPNWR on 6 November (LK). 
Red-breasted Merganser : The high counts include 44 at L Minatare on 7 
November (SJD) and 20 at BOL on 19 November (JGJ). 

Common Merganser : Now expected at NPNWR in late summer, 118 were tallied 
at L Alice on 28 August (BP, LP). Unexpected, however, were the 2 reported at 
HCR on 30 August (LR, RH). 

Ruddv Duck : The high count was 190 at NPNWR on 21 October (LK). Also, 106 
were still at Keystone L on 28 November (SJD). 

Osorev : Based on this year’s numerous reports, the conclusion could be made 
that this species is doing well at the present time. A stunning 26 were tallied at 
LM /L Ogallala on 3 October (SJD). Also, 8 were reported at BOL on 9 September 
(BP, LP) and 6 were seen at HCR on 27 September (JS). The preceding are only the 
high counts; smaller numbers were found elsewhere. The earliest recorded were 3 
at LM/L Ogallala on 20 August (SJD) and a single at HCR on 29 August (GH, WH). 
Mississippi Kite: At Ogallala, 2 adults were found soaring over the city 
on 9 August (SJD, JGJ). A few wandering birds likely invade NE in late summer to 
early fall every year, presumably from Kansas. One was found in Lincoln on 27 
August (EB) and another first-year male was picked up injured in Holdrege on 15 
September (Alice Rumery, fide RH, JS). 

Bald Eaale : The single adult near Camp Wakonda on 21 September (LP, BP) may 
have been either a local breeder or an early migrant. 

Northern Harrier: Routine Reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk : Excellent was the high count of 41 at Camp Wakonda on 
21 September (BP, LP). Another 17 were encountered in 10 different cos across 
the state from 9 September (GH, WH) through 28 November (LR, RH). 

Cooper’s Hawk : Early and conceivably a local breeder was the single seen at 
LaPfatte Bottoms on 10 August (SJD, BP, LP). The high count was 7 at Camp 
Wakonda on 21 September (BP, LP). An additional 8 were found in 6 cos from 30 
August (JGJ) to'18 October (JS, WRS). 

Usillhsm Gfrshawk- None reported. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was from FF, where singles were found 
on 14 August (BP, LP) and on 25 October (LP). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Another superb high count was 55 at Camp Wakonda on 21 
September (BP, LP). The only other report came from Basswood Ridge on 12 
September (BFH). 
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fi^ginson *s Hawk : The high counts were 150 roosting in a field near Fontanelle 
on 25 September (JGJ) and 49 roosting in a field in Fillmore Co on 3 October (JGJ). 
ftpH-tailed Hawk : Routine Reports. 

ferruginous Hawk : Several were found in the far west, but few made it very 
far east. At least 2 were seen west of Kearney between 15 and 22 November 
(MU), where the species often occurs in late fall; but other singles made it as far 
east as Niobrara, Knox Co, on 4 October (MB), eastern Garfield Co on 31 October 
(JGJ), and Mallard Haven on 19 November (JGJ)., and Harlan Co, on 31 October 
(GH, WH). The high count was 8 in southwestern Sioux Co on 20 November (SJD). 
finjflpn Eaale: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: R outine reports. 

Merlin: Well reported this fall, 19 were tallied across the state from 20 August 
(SJD) through 7 November (JG). 

Prairie Falcon : Of the 16 reports, 10 came from the Panhandle between 20 
August and 27 November (SJD, JS). The furthest east were singles in Dixon Co on 
27 October (JJ), Platte Co on 31 October (JGJ), and at North Harvard Basin on 28 
November (JGJ). 

Peregrine Falcon : Only 8 birds were reported from 20 August (SJD) to 3 
October (SJD). 

Gray Partridge : The reports during the last few years indicate no clear trend 
for this species. In Dodge Co near Ames, 1 5 were found on 23 August (DP, JP), 
and another 12 were reported on 31 October (DP, JP). 

Rina-necked Pheasant : Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken : A pair was seen near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 11 
November (LR, RH). Birds are found away from breeding areas in fall and winter, 
usually to the southeast of their breeding localities. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse : The single spotted 10 miles south of Loup City, Sherman 
Co, on 8 November (JGJ) was in an area where this species’ status is not clearly 
known. 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite : In the far west, three were found at the Gering Cem, 
Scotts Bluff Co, between 12 and 19 September (SJD). 

Virginia Rail : The latest and the high count was 4 at CCM on 28 November (SJD). 
Another was late at L Ogallala on 22 November (JS), although it has been found in 
that area in December. 

Sora: The 8 at Theesen Lagoon on 10 August (JGJ) may either have been breeders 
or migrants. Rather late were 2 at CCM on 18 October (SJD), and even later was a 
single spotted there on 31 October (SJD). 

Common Moorhen: Exciting was the observation of 2 adults and 5 young on 6 
August (BP, LP) and 1 adult and 7 young on 23 August (BP, LP) at LaPlatte 
Bottoms. The fledged chicks reported in August clearly appeared to be different in 
age, suggesting that at least 2 broods were produced there (WRS). Rather far west 
was another juvenile at a small, private basin in Clay Co on 30 August (JGJ) 
American Coot: The high count was 5000 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). 

Sandhill Crane : Once again, an adult pair identified as "Greater” Sandhill 
Cranes accompanied by 2 immatures was found at a small private basin in eastern 
Clay Co between 16 and 23 August (JGJ). The same situation occurred at the very 
same basin in August of 1995. This report repeats several sightings of a pair of 
"Greaters” in July of 1996 and mid-May of 1998 in Clay Co. The other big story 
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for this species was the possibly unprecedented numbers found in the east on or 
near 11 November after an intense low pressure system passed through the region. 
The high counts for the east include 1200 in Lancaster Co on 11 November (JS) and 
336 near Blair, Washington Co, on 11 November (JGJ). 

Whooping Crane: The only report was of 3 on the Platte River east of the Rowe 
Sanctuary on 25 October (CNK). 

Black-bellied Plover : The high counts were 19 adults spotted at L Babcock on 
15 August (JGJ) and 17 juveniles tallied there on 2 October (JGJ). As many as 14 
lingered into November; the latest reported were a single at LM on 7 November 
(SJD), 2 at BOL on 7 November (JS), 1 at HCR on 8 November (JGJ), and 5 at L 
Babcock on 8 November (JGJ). 

American Golden-Plover : None was found until 5 September, when an adult 
and a juvenile were spotted in a mowed hayfield near Sinninger Lagoon (JGJ). The 
high counts included an excellent 79 at L Babcock on 20 September (JGJ, GJ) and 

27 at Koenig Basin on 27 September (JGJ). Rare in the west, 3 appeared at LM on 
20 September (SJD); a single was spotted at L Ogallala on 3 October (SJD), and 
another single was also reported at LM on 17 and 18 October (SJD). Very late, in 
fact the 2nd latest date on record, was a single seen at Mallard Haven on 18 
November (JGJ). 

Semipalmated Plover : Small numbers were reported throughout NE. The high 
count was 8 at L Minatare on 6 September (SJD), and last reported was a single at 
LM on 3 October (SJD). 

Piping Plover: The last reported was a single spotted at LM on 9 August (SJD). 
Killdeer : The high count was 324 at L Minatare on 6 September (SJD). 
Black-necked Stilt: The adult with a newly-fledged juvenile spotted south of 
Patterson L, Garden Co, on 7 August (JGJ) is indicative of local breeding. A 
single, likely a migrant, seen at FL between 1 5 and 16 August (LR, RH, JS) was a 
rare find. 

American Avocet : The high count was 600 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). Only 
last fall, NE had its first November record for this species; but this year, 9 
reports totaled 97 birds in November. The November high counts include 41 at HCR 
on 1 November (JGJ) and 34 at LM the same day (SJD). The last reported were 16 
counted at HCR on 8 November (GH,WH) and a single at LM on the very late date of 

28 November (SJD). 

Greater Yellowleos : Four groups of birds lingered into November, with the last 
to leave being the 4 at HCR on 7 November (JGJ) and the 7 at L Babcock on 8 
November (JGJ). 

Lesser Yellowleg s: The high count was 271 at LM on 20 August (SJD), and the 
last reported were 33 at L Babcock on 31 October (JGJ). 

§Q li mx ..Safllfa?iper Routine reports. 

Willet: Rather rare in the east in fall, 2 were at L Babcock on 15 August (JGJ); 
one was at Mallard Havenon 15 August (JGJ), and another single was at Sinninger 
Lagoon on 16 August (JGJ). 

Spotted Sandpiper : The high count was 21 at NPNWR on 10 September (LK) and, 
the latest reported was a single at Oliver Res on 2 October (SJD). 

Upland Sandpiper : The high count was 12 near Troester Basin on 10 August 
(JGJ), and the latest reported were 3 at L Babcock on 13 September (JGJ). 
Lono-billed Curlew: The last to leave was a single at L Alice on 28 August 
(SJD, BP, LP). 
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Ni^sonian Godwit : A juvenile at Sinninger Lagoon on 30 August (JGJ) was 
probably the first documented fall record and only the 4th fall report ever. 

I^rbled Godwit : Like the Willet, this species becomes increasingly rare in the 
east. A single was seen at HCR on 4 August (GH, WH), and 2 were located at L 
Babcock on 24 August (JGJ). The latest were the 2 sighted at Oliver Res on 20 
September (SJD). 

R pHdv Turnstone: The only report of this rare fall migrant was of a single 
juvenile at L North on 15 August (JGJ). 

Rgri Knot: Three reports were received, an excellent total, all documented. 

The first was f a molting adult at LM on 7 August (SJD), followed by an adult at L 
Babcock on 15 August (JGJ), and a juvenile reported at L Minatare on 12 
September (SJD). 

Sanderlina : The high counts were 44 at LM on 8 September (JS) and 29 there on 
3 October (SJD). The latest were the 11 reported at LM on 10 October (SJD). 
ftemipalmated Sandpiper : The high count was 330 at L Babcock on 22 August 
(JGJ). The 133 spotted at LM on 20 August (SJD) was a good count for the west. 
The last reported were 2 at Harvard Lagoon on 25 October; no details were 
provided, however, for what would be the latest ever recorded in fall. 

Western Sandpiper : Fifteen reports totalling 37 birds were noted on 8 August 
(LR, RH) through 18 October (SJD). The high count was only 4, in northern York Co 
on 15 August (JGJ) and at LM on 8 September (SJD). The last reported were 
single basic-plumaged birds at LM on 3 October and on 17 and 18 October (SJD). 

I east Sandpiper : The high counts were 11 2 at LM on 18 October (SJD) and 98 
there on 17 October (SJD). The latest count was 31 at LM on 7 November (SJD). 
Bairds Sandpiper : The 438 at LM on 8 August (SJD) grew to 1052 by 20 
August (SJD). Three November reports included singles at BOL on 1 November (BP, 
LP, JGJ) and LM on the some day (SJD), and 2 at LM on 7 November (SJD). 
Pectoral Sandpiper: The high counts were 433 at L Babcock on 10 August (JGJ) 
and 327 at Koenig Basin on 15 August (JGJ). Uncommon in the far west was a 
single located at L Alice on 20 August (SJD). The latest were singles in Clay Co 
(JGJ) and at BOL (JS) on 7 November. 

Dunlin : This fall was perhaps the best ever for Dunlin. Sixteen reports totaling 
67 birds were tallied between 11 October (JGJ) and 26 November (JS). The high 
counts were 25 in Clay Co on 11 October (JGJ) and 8 at BOL on 6 November (BP, 
LP). The latest count was a single at BOL on 26 November (JS). Rare in the west, 
a single was recorded at Sutherland Res on 7 November (SJD). 

Stilt Sandpiper : The high counts included 440 at L Babcock on 20 September 
(JS) and 372 at LM on 6 September (SJD). Rather late were the 16 seen at 
Theesen Lagoon on 25 October (JGJ), the 7 counted at Sinninger Lagoon on 25 
October (JGJ), and the 30 tallied at BOL on 26 October (JS). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Twenty-eight reports totaling 247 birds were 
tallied from 4 August (BP, LP) through 27 September (JGJ). Of the 247 birds, 236 
(or 96%) were found in the eastern RWB or immediately north of there at or near L 
Babcock. The high counts were 45 in a field in Clay Co on 16 August (JGJ); 37 at 
the sod farm just east of L Babcock on 15 August (JGJ); and 32 near Eckhardt 
Basin on 22 August (JGJ). Only casual in the Panhandle with as few as 3 previous 
reports, 3 individuals were seen at L Minatare on 6 September (SJD) and 2 were 
there on 1 2 September (SJD). Also rare at LM, a single was recorded there on 1 2 
September (SJD). 
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Ruff: A juvenile male documented at Kirkpatrick Basin North on 27 September 
(JGJ) will probably become the 5th state record for NE and the first for the 
eastern RWB. All 5 records have occurred since 1993. 

Short-billed Dowitcher : Juveniles are clearly the most common age group 
found in the state, and they occur during a tight time period: mid-August through 
early September. This year, 8 counts totalling 15 juveniles were reported from 
16 August (JGJ) through 8 September (JS ,SJD). None was found west of LM. The 
high counts were 4 at L Babcock on 22 August (JGJ) and 3 at LM on 20 August 
(SJD). The last reported were 2 juveniles seen at LM on 8 September (SJD, JS). 
Long-billed Dowitcher: The high counts were 558 at LM on 3 October (SJD) and 
303 in the eastern RWB on 11 October (JGJ). Several were found in November, 
including flocks of 33 at Ayr L (JGJ), 26 in Clay Co (JGJ), 14 at BOL (JS), and 2 
at LM (SJD) all on 7 November. The last reported were 5 spotted at Mallard Haven 
on 19 November (JGJ). 

Common Snipe : The high count was 73 at Koenig Basin on 13 September (JGJ). 
The last reported, but certainly not the last to leave, was a single spotted near 
Ames on 30 November (JP, DP). 

A marJcan. . , W ^ ri £ Qfi K; None reported. 

Wilson's Phalarope: The high counts were not spectacular: 150 at Gilled L, 
Garden Co, on 7 August (JGJ), and 138 at LM on 20 August (SJD). The last 
reported was a single at LM on 20 September (SJD). 

Red-necked Phalarooe: An excellent fall for this species, 14 reports were 
received totaling 44 birds during the period 7 August (JGJ) through 27 September 
(SJD). Surprisingly, a large number (21) of the birds reported were in the east. 
The high counts were 6 at L Minatare on 27 September (SJD) and up to 5 at L 
Babcock between 13 and 16 September (JS, JGJ). 

Red Phalarooe: A pair of juveniles molting into first-winter plumage was 
documented at L Babcock on 13 September (JGJ) and will probably become only the 
8th state record. 

Long-tailed Jaeger: A light or intermediate-phase juvenile documented at 
LM on 3 October (SJD) will probably become only the 2nd state record. 

Jaeaer sd.: A dark jaeger was found at LM on 3 October (SJD). The observer 
believed it was likely a Parasitic, but could not be certain due to poor 
light conditions and distance. 

Laughing Gull: A juvenile was seen at BOL on 3 August (BP, LP), only the 3rd 
documented summer record. 

Franklin's Gull: The high counts were 22,000 at Calamus Res on 7 September 
(JGJ) and 10,000 at Sutherland Res on 9 August (SJD). Up to 400 remained at 
HCR on 8 November (JGJ), but none was reported thereafter. 

Little. Gull: >t was a big year in the west for this species, with an unbelievable 5 
birds found. All were either juvenile or first-winter birds, which begs the 
question: what is 1 1 heir-origin? Reports (all documented) were of singles at LM on 8 
September (SJD, JS), at L Ogallala on 8 September (SJD,J S), at LM on 20 
September (SJD), at L Minatare on 17 October (SJD), and at Sutherland Res on 1 
November (SJD). 1 

Bonaparte's Gull : Quite early was a single reported at L Alice on 20 August 
(SJD), as was a single spotted at LM on 8 September (JS). The high count was 340 
at Gavin’s Point Dam on 22 November (JS, WRS). 
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Rinn-billed Gull : The high count was 2,200 at L Minatare on 20 November 
(SJD). 

C { g lifornia Gull : The high count was 64 at LM on 30 August (JS). Other reports 
include singles at L Minatare on 19 September (SJD), at Oliver Res on 30 October 
(SJD), and at L Minatare on 31 October and 7 November (SJD). 

Herring Gull: Single birds were reported at Johnson L (JS) and BOL (SJD) 
on 10 August, the only August reports for the season. Very few made it to NE by 
the end of the period, obviously a result of the warm fall. 

j haver’s Gull: Two were reported, a juvenile at L Minatare on 21 November 
(SJD) and an adult at Sutherland Res on 28 November (SJD). 
r^aucous Gull: None was reported, probably because of the warm fall weather. 
fif-gat Black-backed Gull: A little bit of a surprise was a first-winter birdseen 
at Conestoga L on 19 and 20 November (JGJ, JS, BP, LP). 

piark-leaaed Kittiwake : Below Gavin's Point Dam may be the best place to 
look for this species late in the fall. This year, a remarkable 4 were found there on 
22 November (WRS, JS), and 1 to 3 were spotted off and on there through 29 
November (MB, JJ, DLS). 

Sabine's Gull : Not as many were reported this year as last, but a "slug” 
of reports nonetheless arrived. Specifically, there were 19 reports 
totalling 32 birds found 12 September (MB, JG, SJD) through 20 October (JS, 
WRS). All birds were juveniles except for an adult at BOL from 30 September to 7 
October (JS). High counts included 4 at LM on both 12 September (SJD) and 20 
September (SJD). 

Caspian Tern : The high count was 7 at Pawnee L on 21 September (JS), and the 
latest counts were 3 at L Ogallala/LM on 3 October (JS) and a single at BOL on 7 
October (JS). 

Common Tern: A total of 11 reports involving 43 birds was tallied from 7 
August (LF, CF) through 17 October (SJD). The high counts were 18 at LM on 7 
September (SJD) and 6 at L Minatare on 27 September (SJD). The last count was a 
single reported at LM on 17 October (SJD). 

Forster's Tern : The high count was 69 at LM on 3 October (SJD). Late birds 
were found at Sutherland Res on 1 November (SJD) and Sherman Res on 8 
November (JGJ), both record late dates. 

Least Tern : The high counts were 10 at L Babcock on 22 August (JGJ) and 7 at 
LM on 8 August (SJD). 

Black Tern : The high count was 428 at LM on 20 August (SJD), and the last 
report was of a single at LM between 17 and 18 October (SJD). 

Rock Dove: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dover The colony centered around the Roger Newcomb 
residence in Kearney continued, with a high count of 9 birds registered there on 24 
September (LR, RH fide Roger Newcomb; m.ob.). A "silly bird" was on a nest in a 
leafless sycamore there on 23 October (LR, RH). About 2 blocks away, 2 adults and 
an immature visited a feeder on 29 November (LB). A single was noted on a wire 
with Mourning Doves 7 miles north of Bradshaw on 22 August (JGJ), only the 3rd 
record away from Kearney. 

Ringed Turtle-Dove: A single, thought by the observer not to be an Eurasian 
Collared-Dove, was reported in Lancaster Co on 10 August (fide TEL). This 
"species” is not on the NE list, as there is no established population in the state. 
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The few scattered records since the early 1970's are apparently of escaped 
cagebirds. 

White-winged Dove : Rather amazing is the persistence of the single bird at 
Kearney which apparently thinks itself a Eurasian Collared-Dove. This bird, first 
noted on 8 July, was still present on 29 November (LB). It represents NE’s 3rd 
documented record. 

Mourning Dove: Most had departed from most of the state by mid November. 
Wintering birds are generally limited to the Platte Valley and southeastern NE. The 
best count was 600 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). 

Black-billed Cuckoo : The last reported were singles spotted at ADF on 1 
September (LF, CF) and in Cass Co on 2 September (GW). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo : The last reported was one at ADF on 14 September (LF, 
CF). None was reported west of Saunders and Lancaster Cos. 

Barn Owl: Only 2 were reported, singles at Oliver Res on 5 September (DH) and 
at Gering Cem from 1 2 to 1 3 September (SJD). Most depart by early October. 
Eastern Screech-Owl : The only report was of one near the western edge of its 
range at Oliver Res on 29 August and on 12 September (SJD). The nearest Western 
Screech-Owls to the NE Panhandle are in the Colorado Springs, CO, area. 

Great Horned Owl : Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl: The only report was of one at L Minatare on 1 2 September 
(SJD); most depart by mid-Oct. 

Barred Owl : The only report was of 2 at FF on 10 September (JS). Reporters 
should pass on any sightings of this species outside the Missouri Valley. 
Long-eared Owl : None reported. 

Short-eared Owl : The only report was of 3 at Flarvard Lagoon on 10 October 
(JS). Migrants are usually fairly easy to find in fall (October-December) flying at 
dusk at RWB WMAs and WPAs. 

Common Niohthawk: High counts included 107 at Bellevue on 16 September (LP, 
BP) and 100 at Gering on 19 August (AK). The last reported in the west was in 
Sioux Co on 16 September (HKH); and in the east, singles were spotted rather late 
at Norfolk on 7 October (DH) and at Nebraska City on 13 October (LF, CF). At Alma 
about 50 were hawking with Franklin's Gulls on 27 September (GH, WH). 

Common Poorwill : The only report came from Gering Cem on 12 September 
(MB). Most depart by late September. 

Whip-Poor-will: Difficult to detect in fall, one was reported from Nebraska City 
on 4 September (CF, LF). The latest dates for NE are in mid September. 

Chimney Swift : None was reported west of Alma and Kearney. The best count 
was 92 at Nebraska City on 25 September (LF, CF), and last report was a rather 
late single seen at Alma on 14 October (GH, WH). 

Whiu.-*hr.Q.a.U.d -Swift; Counts at Scotts Bluff NM declined from 29 between 12 
and 13 September to 3 on 3 October (SJD). The latter date is the latest for NE 
except for an undocumented report on 13 October, 1984, in Lincoln Co. There is, 
however, a Kansas record for 2 November, 1978. 

Rubv-throated Hummingbird : Migrants pass through from mid August through 
late September, peaking usually in early September; the high count was 10 to 12 at 
FF on 10 September (JS). The westernmost report was of 1 to 2 at Alma between 
24 August to and September-on the latter date, a rather late adult male appeared 
(GH, WH). The latest report was one at FF on 19 September (JS). 
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Rrpad-tailed Hummingbird : Two female/immatures were spotted at Bushnell, 
one each on 8 August (SJD) and 9 August (JS, WRS); both were documented. 

Rufous Hummingbird: The only report was of 3 females/immatures at Bushnell 
on 9 August (JS, WRS). 

Rfilted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 
j ewis’s Woodpecker: None reported. 

RpH-headed Woodpecker : The latest report in the west came from L Minatare 
on 3 October (AK); rather late juveniles lingered in southwestern Dixon Co until 24 
November (JJ) and northwest of Ames until 13 November (DP, JP). Juveniles are 
usually the last to leave areas where wintering does not occur. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : Westernmost reports include singles at Sutherland 
Res on 7 November (SJD) and at CCM on 29 November (JS); few are reported 
farther west. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The only reports were of singles at Boyer Chute 
NWR on 20 September (JS) and at NE National Forest, Thomas Co, on 1 6 October 
(fide LR, RH). In fall, migrants are recorded farther west than in spring. 
Red-naped Sapsucker: An adult male was photographed at Oliver Res on 27 
September (SJD) for only the 4th documented fall record for this species, until 
recently considered conspecific with Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. The 4 records 
occur in the period between 13 and 29 September and are from the western 
Panhandle. 

Downv Woodpecker : Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: The best counts, indicative of peak fall movement, were 
excellent, suggesting a strong movement this year: 50+ at Red Willow Res on 3 
October (CF, LF) and 40 in Buffalo Co on 24 September (LR, RH). The first ’'Red- 
shafted" birds were spotted near Gibbon on 26 September (LR, RH), about normal 
for first-fall arrivals of this form. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Intriguing was a report of one along a wooded stream 2 
miles south of Union, Cass Co, on 7 November (Rod Edwards fide LF). Some details 
were provided. Since 1952, there have been about 6 reports along and near the 
Missouri Valley in the period from 26 October until winter. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher : The only report away from the east was rather late 
at Gering Cem between 12 and 13 September (SJD), where it is a rare but regular 
migrant between 1 August and 17 September. The remainder of the reports 
included two at FF (BP, LP), two at ADF (LF, CF), and one at Lincoln (LE) between 
18 August and 12 September. 

Western Wood-Pewee ; Rather late were 2 reported at Wildcat Hills NC on 17 
September (AK). The latest NE date is 19 September. The only other report was of 
2 spotted west of Bushnell on 5 September (DH). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee : Three appeared near the western edge of the summer 
range in the Niobrara Valley at Keller Park on 27 August (DH); another was spotted 
at HCR on 30 August (LR, RH). The last reported were singles at Wyuka Cem, 
Lincoln, on 12 September (LE) and, rather late, at ADF on 27 September (LF, CF). 
Yellow-b ellied Flycatcher: One was reported without details at Neale Woods 
on 18 September (B). To increase our scanty knowledge of the fall Empidonax 
flycatchers’ migration, observers should provide identification details. 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports include 2 at FF on 22 August (B) and 2 in 
southwestern Dixon Co on 30 August (JJ). The preceding dates suggest that these 
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birds were probably migrants, although this species summers in NE. 

Least Flycatcher: Essentially a migrant in NE, the few reports came from the 
east, ranging from 17 August in southwestern Dixon Co (JJ) through 20 August at 
Boyer Chute NWR (JS). Banding data indicate that adults pass through very early, 
often in July, and young birds later, with migration completed by mid September. 
Hammond's Flycatcher : Apparently a regular fall migrant through western NE, 
and possibly as far east as central NE, the only report (documented) was of one 
seen at Oliver Res on 6 September (SJD). There are now 7 documented fall 
records, all in the period between 2 and 21 September. 

Empidonax sd.: Cautiously not identified to species were some 9 birds in 
the east in the period from 5 to 10 September (JS, JRH, TH). 

Eastern Phoebe : None was reported west of Alma, where the last was seen on 
15 September (GH, WH). The latest overall were singles tallied at Boyer Chute NWR 
on 24 September (BP, LP) and at Wolf L on 25 September (TH). 

Sav's Phoebe ; Apparently only a single bird appeared at the outlying 
southwestern Dixon Co summer location; it was noted in June (see Summer Report) 
and between 6 and 14 August around vacant buildings 3 miles west and 4.5 miles 
north of Wakefield (JJ). Three appeared there last year. The last elsewhere was 
spotted south of Gering on 17 September (AK). 

Great Crested Flycatche r: The last reported were 3 at FF on 8 September 
(BP, LP). Few were reported. 

Cassin's Kingbird : Fall aggregations are not unusual, but a good total was 
the 27 counted in a "loose flock" on 20 September in southwestern Kimball Co 
(SJD). The last reported were singles (same bird?) rather late in southern Sioux 
Co between 24 and 25 September (HKH). According to Dick Rosche, most "yellow- 
breasted kingbirds" seen after about 10 September in the Panhandle are Cassin’s. 
Western Kingbird : The last seen in the east, and only report, was in Cass Co on 
1 September (GW); while in the west, the last reported were one at L Minatare on 
19 September (SJD) and two south of Gering on 22 September (AK), 

Eastern Kingbird: High counts for this species in fall occur in late August, 
presumably migrants. This year’s best count was a record 60 on 30 August at 
both CLNWR (JT) and HCR (LR, RH). Most departed by 19 September, when one was 
spotted at Gering Cem (SJD) and 3 in Madison Co (DH); but a very late bird was 
seen at Red Willow Res on 3 October (CF, LF). 

Loggerhead Shrike ; This species is doing well as a breeding bird on the western 
Great Plains, at least in NE. The best count was 14 in southwestern Kimball Co on 8 
August (SJD). November records are few, and such birds should be carefully 
identified, especially north and west of about Grand Island. Thus, a shrike spotted 
northwest of Ames on 6 November surprised the observers when it was not a 
Northern (DP, JP). Even later, but not as unexpected, was a single noted in 
Lancaster Co on 11 November (LE). Another was reported without details at 
Kearney on 15 November (B). 

Northern Shrike ; The earliest was a rather early immature reported north of L 
Ogallala on 3 October (SJD); few are reported prior to mid-Oct. The best counts 
included 9 in the Panhandle on 1 November (SJD) and 7 north of Harrison, Sioux Co, 
on 28 November (JS). One was seen far to the southeast in Cass Co on 30 October 
(GW). 

Bell's Vireo : The last reported were several singing at Calamus Res on 7 
September (JGJ), tying the late date in the north, and one in eastern Lancaster Co 
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on 9 September (BP, LP). Late dates in the southeast are in very early October. 
yellow-throated Vireo : The last of the few reported, all in the Missouri 
Valley, was at ADF on 20 September (LF, CF). Summering birds occur throughout 
the Missouri Valley but are less common to the north, where one was seen at Ponca 
SP on 20 August (JJ). 

P|pmbeous Vireo : Reports are virtually non-existent away from the western 
Pine Ridge breeding range, as this form was only recently accorded species 
status. One was spotted at Oliver Res on 6 September (SJD). The latest dates are 
between 13 and 17 September. 

resin's Vireo : Again this year, there were several reports of this species 
from the Panhandle, indicative of regular fall migrant status there. Reports were 
of single birds, all at Oliver Res, between 29 August and 2 September (SJD, MB, 
m.ob.). 

fljne-headed Vireo : Most significant was the 1st Panhandle record, an individual 
photographed on 27 September at Gering Cem (SJD). There are, however, a few 
documented records for the eastern Colorado plains, mostly in October. Good 
numbers were reported, some 35 in ail, from central NE eastward and from 2 
September at ADF (LF, CF) through 18 October at Boyer Chute NWR, a very late 
date (JS). The best count was 5 at Boyer Chute NWR on 20 September (JS) and in 
Lancaster Co on 12 September (LE). 

Warblino Vireo : The last reports came from the east, 4 birds at Boyer Chute on 
20 September (JS) and a single in southwestern Dixon Co on 25 September (JJ). 
The best count was 12 at Pibel L on 7 September (JGJ). 

Philadelphia Vireo : Five were reported, a good total for fall: somewhat 
westerly was one seen near Alda on 6 September, black lores noted (DH); an 
excellent total of 3 was reported at FF on 8 September (BP, LP), and one was 
spotted at FF on 10 September (JS). 

Red-eved Vireo: The best count was 8 at both Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, on 
13 September (JS, WRS) and Boyer Chute NWR on 20 September (JS). The last 
reported were singles in southwestern Dixon Co 27 September (JJ) and at Ponca 
SP on 27 September (JJ). 

Blue Jav : Migrants are in evidence between late September and early October, 
such as the 40 seen at FL on 13 September (LR, RH). 

Pinvon Jav: The only report was of 4 in Monroe Canyon on 21 November (SJD). 
Clark’s Nutcracker : A surprising record was of a single bird at Cedar View 
on the north shore of LM on 1 November (SJD); no others were reported, even 
from the usual haunts in the west Pine Ridge. 

Black-billed Magpie: Singles were reported further to the southeast than usual, 
even for fall, when wandering birds are expected east of their summer range. Most 
unexpected was one at Spiker, central Washington Co, on 25 October, considered 
the "first modern record" there (GJ, JGJ); and singles were in southeastern 
Cuming Co on 25 October (LE), and east of Fairbury, Jefferson Co, on 5 November 
(B). 

American Crow : The best count was 760 at Johnson L on 10 October (LR, RH). 
This species is strongly migratory on the Great Plains, the fall peak usually 
occurring in late October. 

Horned Lark: Estimates of 1000 were made in southeastern Phelps Co on 22 
November (LR, RH), at FL the same day (LR, RH), at Johnson L on 28 November 
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(LR, RH), and at Jensen Lagoon the same day (LR, RH). Maybe the same flock 
followed the observers around? 

Purple Martin : The best count totaled a modest 55 at ADF on 10 August (LF, CF), 
and the last count was 2 immatures at FL on 22 August (LR, RH). The farthest count 
to the west was a single spotted at Alma on 20 August (GH, WH). 

Tree Swallow : Best counts were 45 in Otoe Co on 21 August (LF ,CF) and 42 at 
Wagontrain L on 1 August (LE), presumably summering birds; peak movement 
usually occurs in September. 

Violet-Green Swallow: The only reports came, as expected, from the 
Panhandle: presumed migrants were 30 reported south of Gering on 4 August and 
the 2 there on 23 August (AK), the latter a rather late date. 

Northern Rouah-winaed Swallow : The best counts were 93 in Otoe Co on 21 
August and 85 there on 23 September (LF, CF). The last reported was a single at 
Sherman Res on 4 October (LR, RH), tying the latest date away from the east. 

Bank Swallow : The best count was an excellent 200 at FL on 15 August (LR, RH). 
The last spotted was a single at Wood Duck Area on 11 September (DH). 

Cliff Swallow : The best count was 500 in southwestern Dixon Co on 30 August 
(JJ). The last reported were 2 at Sherman Res on 4 October (LR, RH), a rather 
late date. 

Barn Swallow : A record high count of 2700 was made at L Ogallala on 3 October 
(SJD); and 1000 were seen at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). The last reported were 4 
at BOL on 18 October (JS). 

Black-capped Chickadee : Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse : Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : As is usual, the first non-resident birds appeared in 
late August: a single at L Minatare on 28 August (SJD) and 4 at Oliver Res the next 
day (SJD). The best count was 6 at Oliver Res on 24 September (SJD). The 
farthest to the southeast reported included a single in Sarpy Co on 20 September 
(BP, LP) and another at BOL on 19 November (JS). 

White-breasted Nuthatch : At the western edge of the breeding range in the 
Platte Valley, one appeared near Gibbon on 1 August (LR, RH), The singles reported 
at Smith L, Sheridan Co, on 30 August (JT) and in the NE National Forest, Thomas 
Co, on 16 October (fide LR, RH) appeared at locations where only small numbers 
summer. 

Pvamv Nuthatch : Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper : The 1 to 2 reported at FF between 5 and 10 September (JS) 
were presumed to be summering birds; but migrants may arrive in late September, 
and so the single seen at Boyer Chute on 20 September (JS), where breeding is not 
known to occur, was probably a migrant, albeit rather an early one. Another one 
was reported in Lincoln on 11 October (LE), a more usual arrival time. 

Rock Wren : Reports all came from the western Panhandle. The best count was 8 
in southwestern Kimball Co on 12 September (SJD); and the last singles were 
reported there and at Scotts Bluff NM on 17 October (SJD), the 3rd latest date 
ever. 

Carolina Wren : Reports came from the expected range, north to Sarpy Co, 
where as many as 5 were seen at FF on 11 October (JS) and west to Lancaster Co, 
where one was spotted at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, the same day (LE). 

Bewick's Wren : One was reported near Alma on 18 October (GH, WH); the 
details were forwarded to the NOU Records Committee for consideration. This 
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report would represent only the 12th fall record and 2nd latest ever for the state. 
There are 2 previous fall reports for Lincoln Co, and a later report on 23 October, 
1965, in Douglas-Sarpy Cos. 

flguse Wren : The best count, indicative of peak movement, was 15 at ADF on 23 
September (LF,CF). Last was one in southwestern Dixon Co on 25 October (JJ), a 
rather late date; there are only 8 later reports, none documented, however. 
yyjnter Wren : This species was widely reported this fall, including a western 
report of a single at Gering Cem on 3 October (SJD)--where it is only acasual 
migrant-which was likely the Rocky Mountain subspecies pacificus , which winters 
in low numbers on the eastern Colorado plains. The one banded at NE National 
Forest, Thomas Co, on 8 October (RG), where it is also only casual in occurrence, 
and another seen at Niobrara on 3 October (MB) were likely the eastern subspecies 
hiemalis, which is a migrant and scarce winter resident in the Missouri Valley. The 
earliest counts overall were the two 3 October birds noted above, followed by one 
in southwestern Dixon Co on 5 October (JJ), the Thomas Co bird mentioned earlier, 
and one spotted at FF on 10 October (B). 

Sedae Wren : Birds present in early August may be breeding; such birds were one 
at Jack Sinn Marsh on 3 August (BP, LP), another at BOL the same day (BP, LP), 4 
in the observers' yard on 8 August (LR, RH), and up to 5 at FL between 8 and 10 
August (LR, RH). The best count of migrants was 13 at Arbor L on 3 October (LE), 
and the last count, and 4th latest ever, was 3 on 25 October at Big Daddy's 
Ornithological Gardens, a strip of abandoned railroad right-of-way in Clay Co being 
restored by the observer (JGJ). 

Marsh Wren: The one reported at the cattail marsh recently (re-?) established 
near LaPlatte Bottoms in Sarpy Co on 4 August (BP, LP) shows how quickly new 
habitat can be occupied. Summering birds were at FL until 15 August (LR, RH), 
indicating the beginning of fall movement. No high counts were reported, although 
most reports occurred in September, suggesting peak movement. The six reported 
at L Ogallala on 27 November (JS) were presumably planning (?) on overwintering. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Earliest to arrive was one at L Ogallala on 3 October 
(SJD), and the best count was 19 seen there on 28 November (SJD). This species 
commonly lingers into winter, especially in the southeast. 

Rubv-crowned Kinglet: Reports were numerous, with arrival early and 
departure late. The earliest spotted was a single on 2 September in Antelope Co 
(DH); but another spotted near Alda the same day, one at Neale Woods on 10 
September (B), 2 at FF on 12 September (JS), and as many as 10 at Krimlofski 
Tract, Neale Woods, on 13 September (JS, WRS) were rather early at those 
latitudes, suggestive of a strong early push southward. This species normally 
moves southward across the state slowly in fall. The best counts were 20 at Camp 
Wakonda on 21 September (BP, LP) and 17 at Boyer Chute NWR on 20 September 
(JS). Few are reported after early November in the north and west, but this year 
there were several: 3 to 4 were seen at L Ogallala between 28 and 29 November 
(SJD), and singles appeared at Oliver Res and Sutherland Res on 7 November (SJD). 
Blue-ara v Gnatcatcher: A recent development, which continued this fall, is the 
number of sightings in the Panhandle. As many as 6 were reported at Stage Hill 
Road, Scotts Bluff Co, on 20 August (SJD), where at least 3 summered; 1 to 2 
were spotted at Oliver Res between 29 and 30 August (SJD); one was seen south of 
CLNWR on 7 September (SJD), and one was reported south of 1-80, Exit 1 on 12 
September (SJD). In the east, previous late dates were September 10, 11, and 12, 
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with exceptional dates of 25 September and 11 November (the latter 
undocumented); but this fall alone, there were 3 such reports: one was at FF on 15 
September (B); one was at Bellevue on 15 September (BP, LP), and one was very 
late and rather far north in southwestern Dixon Co on 27 September (JJ). 

Eastern Bluebird: This species also was widely reported and in large numbers, 
including 200 between Center and Niobrara on 3 October (MB), and an amazing 50 
about as far west as one can get in NE, at Wildcat Hills NC on 17 October (fide AK). 
Also, 50 were reported at HCR on 1 5 November (LR, RH). 

fountain Bluebird : The only reports came from the breeding range in Sioux and 
Kimball Cos. The best count was 133 in southwestern Kimball Co on 13 October 
(SJD), and the last count, rather late, came from southern Sioux Co on 5 November 
(HKH). None was reported to the east. Departure from the breeding range is 
usually completed by early November. 

Townsend s Solitaire : The earliest count was 2 at Scotts Bluff NM between 1 2 
and 13 September (SJD); and farthest east were the 2 reported northwest of 
Kearney on 24 October (fide TEL) and a single spotted 5 miles south of Kearney on 
15 November (Charlie Chase fide LR, RH). Earliest dates in the east occur in mid 
November, and so the eastward movement of potential wintering birds was about 
on schedule. There were "numerous" reports south of Gering (AK), and 6 
were seen at NE National Forest, Thomas Co, on 10 October (RG). 

Veerv: None reported. 

Swainson's Thrush : The best count was 4 at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, on 20 
September (LE), where the earliest appeared on 5 September (LE); and the last one 
was spotted in southern Sioux Co on 10 October (HKH). 

Hermit Thrush: Of interest were reports of the Rocky Mountain subspecies 
auduboni in the Panhandle: 2 were spotted at Oliver Res on 23 October, and another 
was reported there on 1 November (SJD); the latter is the latest Panhandle date 
for Hermit Thrush. To date, the few records of auduboni in NE come from the 
Panhandle in the period between 12 October and 1 November, although there are 
about 9 additional Panhandle reports of Hermit Thrush in the period from 23 
September to 20 October, likely all auduboni. In the east, the earliest sighting was 
a single at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, on 1 October (B); and last was reported at 
ADF on 27 October (LE). 

WpQd Th.ru§h: None reported. 

American Robin : Good numbers were noted this fall, including 350 at 
NE National Forest, Thomas Co, on 16 October (LR, RH), 200+ at Wood Duck 
Area on 9 October (DH), and 200 at FL on 30 August (LR, RH). Fall flocks can 
appear as early as late July. 

Gray Catbird : The last spotted in the west was rather late, at L Ogallala on 3 
October (SJD); there are only 5 Panhandle dates between September and October. 
In the east, the latest reports were singles at FF (B) and in Bellevue (BP, LP) on 17 
October. 

Northern Mockingbird : The best count was 5 in Kimball Co on 7 August (B). 
This species is more numerous in the west, where the western subspecies 
leucopterus occurs. 

Saae Thrasher : About 6 were reported (JS, SJD, BP, LP), all from Kimball Co, 
in the period from 8 August to 6 September, typical for this species. 

Brown Thrasher: The best count was 11 at ADF on 22 September (CF, LF), 
indicative of peak movement. The last reported were singles at Pibel L on 31 
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October (JGJ), rather late for the location, and at BOL on 31 October (LE). 
rifrvfi-billed Thrasher : The report of one in Douglas Co on 13 August (B) came 
without details or any further information and would appear to be a 
misidentification. 

Fi j rnnean Starling : The best count was 2000 feasting on berries on 3 November 
south of Gering; observers were warned to park carefully (AK). 
z^prican Pipit: Reports occurred statewide, with 2 spotted in Lancaster 
Co (B) on 17 September and a single noted at Sutherland Res (SJD) on 7 November, 
normal dates for fall migration in this species. The best count was 68 at LM on 3 
October (SJD). 

Sprague's Pipit.: None reported. 

Bohemian Waxwina : A few flocks appeared on the Pine Ridge at the end of the 
period: 419 were reported in Monroe Canyon on 21 November (SJD), and 254 were 
counted in 2 flocks in Monroe and Sowbelly Canyons on 28 November (JS). 

(^edar Waxwina : The best count was 151 --reduced as the observer watched to 
1 50 by a Sharp-shinned Hawk--in Fremont on 3 November (DH). 

Tennessee Warble r: All reports came from the Missouri Valley. The earliest 
report was one at FF on 22 August (JS), and the last another single at FF on 13 
September. Unexpected was one in the observers' yard in Bellevue on 24 October 
(BP, LP), the 4th latest ever. 

Oranae-crowned Warbler : This statewide migrant (one of few) appeared first 
on 29 August at Oliver Res, a single (SJD), and last was spotted at ADF on 24 
October, also a single (CF, LF). These dates outline the normal migration period. 
The best counts were excellent: 36 at FF on 11 October (JS) and 32 at L Ogallala on 
3 October (SJD). 

Nashville Warbler : Only a casual migrant in the Panhandle, the 6th fall record 
there was one at Oliver Res on 27 September (SJD). Otherwise, westerly were 
singles spotted near Gibbon on 24 September (LR, RH), at Calamus Res on 19 
September (JGJ), and at NE National Forest on 16 October (fide LR, RH). The 
earliest reported were 2 rather early at FF on 22 August (JS); the best count was 
12 there on 12 September (JS); and the last count was one at Bellevue on 24 
October (BP, LP). 

Northern Parula : Most unexpected was only the 2nd fall Panhandle record, an 
adult male at the Gering Cem on 6 September (SJD). The first was a specimen 
collected on 12 September, 1919! The few additional reports come from the 
Missouri Valley, where even there it is rare in fall. The last reported were a 
surprising 4 birds seen on 13 September, 2 at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, and 
singles at FF and Neale Woods (JS, WRS). Other reports were of singles at FF on 7 
September (B) and on 12 September (JS). 

Yellow Warbler: The last reported were 3 at Black Island on 26 September (DH). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Only the 10th record west of Lancaster Co was one 
seen at Calamus Res on 19 September (JGJ). The few other reports came from the 
Missouri Valley, the earliest at FF on 5 September (JS) and the last one in Bellevue 
on 20 September (BP, LP). 

Magnolia Warbler One of the more likely "eastern" warblers to appear in the 
Panhandle, but only the 7th fall Panhandle record, was an adult male spotted in 
northeastern Morrill Co on 6 September (SJD). The other reports were from the 
Missouri Valley, the earliest one at FF on 8 September (BP, LP), and last one at 
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ADF on 27 September (CF, LF). The best count was 6 at Krimlofski Tract, Neale 
Woods, on 13 September (JS, WRS). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler : The only report of this casual migrant was of 
a male at Calamus Res on 19 September (JGJ). There are about 50 fall reports in 
all, about one-third of these from the Panhandle. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler : The only auduboni reported were one at Oliver Res on 
6 September (SJD) and 2 at NE National Forest on 8 October (RG). Surprisingly, the 
first date is the 3rd earliest away from the breeding range, and the 2nd the 3rd 
latest. Although not identified as such, the one spotted in southern Sioux Co on 17 
October (HKH) may have been of this subspecies. Data are limited, however, since 
this species has for some time been considered conspecific with "Myrtle" Warbler. 
Otherwise, the earliest was one at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, on 6 September (LE), and 
the best count was the 100+ reported in southwestern Dixon Co on 27 September 
(JJ). A few were still present at the end of the period in the south and east. 
Black-throated Green Warbler : To the West were 3 at Pibel L on 19 
September (JGJ), where it is only casual in fall. Elsewhere, the earliest count was 
3 at FF on 12 September (JS), and the latest count was 3 there on 11 October (JS). 
The best count was 5 at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, on 13 September (JS, 
WRS). 

Townsend's Warbler: As many as 3 (JS) were spotted at Oliver Res between 
29 August and 24 September (SJD, JS, MB)~the latter date is the 5th latest 
ever. An adult male was at CLNWR on 7 September (SJD). There are now about 30 
fall reports for this species, apparently at least a rare fall migrant in the 
Panhandle. 

Blackburnian Warbler : Only the 5th Panhandle record was an immature male 
seen in southwestern Sheridan Co on 7 September (SJD). Only 4 others were 
reported, all in the Missouri Valley: the earliest was record early at Bellevue on 
13 August (BP, LP); one was at FF on 22 August (JS); another was there on 11 
September (CNK); and the last one was seen at Bellevue Cem on 17 September (BP, 
LP). 

Yellow-throated Warbler : The only report was of 2 at Krimlofski Tract, 

Neale Woods, 13 September (JS, WRS). Few are seen after August. 

Pine Warbler: Amazing was the presence of an adult male (singing, no less!) in 
pines at Oliver Res between 29 August and 13 October (SJD, m.ob.). This is the 
1st Panhandle fall report of about 25 in all for the state. Another was reported 
without details at Fort Atkinson, Washington Co, on 7 September (JRH). Reports of 
this species in NE are generally poorly-documented; indeed, there are no 
acceptably-documented spring records. 

Prairie Warbler : A major find was the first documented record of the (now) 3 
fall reports for the state: an immature male spotted at Gering Cem on 6 September 
(SJD). There is only a single fall record for the eastern Colorado plains (Andrews 
and Righter). ‘ * 

Palm Warbler : Only a casual fall migrant anywhere in the state, with about 20 
reports prior to this fall, there were a surprising 4 reports. One was seen in Cass 
Co on 1 5 September (GW); 2 were at BOL on 20 September (JS); one was there on 
11 October (LE); and another appeared in northern Lancaster Co on 17 October (LE). 
The latter reports were the 5th- and 3rd-latest ever. 

Bav-breasted Warbler : The earliest of the 8 birds reported were 2 at FF on 5 
September (JS), and the last 3 were at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, on 13 
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September (JS, WRS). The latter number also marks the best count. 
r[ arkpoll Warbler : Generally less numerous than Bay-breasted in fall, this 
fall proved no exception, with only 4 reported; but surprisingly, 2 of these 
came from the Panhandle, only the 8th and 9th there. One of these was at 
CLNWR on 7 September (SJD) and the other at Oliver Res on 24 September (SJD). 
The only eastern report was of 2 at ADF on 20 September (CF, LF). 
rprulean Warbler: None reported. 

p| fl^k-and-white Warbler : The earliest report for this statewide migrant was 
in Cass Co on 18 August (GW). The best count was a record 14 at Krimlofski 
Tract, Neale Woods, on 13 September (JS, WRS); and the latest report was a 
single spotted at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, on 16 September (BP, LP). 

American Redstart : All reports appeared to be of migrants, as the earliest 
was in Cass Co on 1 September (GW). The best count was 1 2+ at Krimlofski Tract, 
Neale Woods, on 1 3 September (JS, WRS), and last count was of one rather late at 
ADF on 27 September (CF, LF). 

Ovenbird : The latest was one reported at Basswood Ridge on 12 September (BFH). 
Northern Waterthrush : Two arrived very early: the one at Crystal Cove L on 7 
August (BFH) tied the earliest ever, and the other, at Bellevue on 8 August (RG), 
was the 3rd-earliest. Few were reported, however; the latest was one at FF on 12 
September (JS). 

Louisiana Waterthrush : None reported. 

Kentucky Warbler: None reported. 

Connecticut WarbLer: None reported. 

Mourning Warbler : Unexpected was the first Panhandle fall record, a male north 
of 1-80, Exit 1 in Kimball Co on 29 August; it was compared to an adjacent 
MacGillivray's Warbler (SJD, BP, LP). Tying the 2nd-earliest ever was an 
immature seen at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, on 22 August (WRS). Only 2 others 
were reported in the east: an immature male was spotted at Crystal Cove L on 1 
September (BFH), and a single was seen in southwestern Dixon Co on 25 and 27 
September (JJ). 

MacGillivrav's Warbler: Eight birds were reported, ail in the Panhandle. 

The earliest were 5 at Oliver Res (SJD) and one north of 1-80, Exit 1 on 29 August 
(SJD, BP, LP); another was seen at Oliver Res on 6 September (SJD), and the last 
reported was a single at CLNWR on 7 September (SJD). 

Common Yellowthroat: The last reported were 2 at Oliver Res on 13 October 
(SJD), and the best count was 9 at Arbor L on 3 October (LE). 

Wilson’s Warbler : The earliest were 3 reported at FF on 22 August (JS). The 
best count was 14 at Oliver Res on 24 September (SJD), and the last report was of 
a male north of 1-80, Exit 1 on 18 October (SJD). 

Canada Warbler: Only a rare migrant, there were an excellent 6 birds 
reported, all in the Missouri Valley. The earliest was at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 
on 22 August (WRS), and the last was seen at FF on 12 September (JS). 
Yellow-b reasted Chat : Only 3 were reported, all in the Panhandle. The last 
reported was one at Gering Cem on 19 September (SJD). 

Summer Tanaaer : There are few fall reports, most from Schramm SP, the only 
known breeding location. An immature was there on 20 August (JS). Away from 
Schramm SP, there are only 3 reports ever; thus the one singing at Camp 
Brewster, Sarpy Co, on 15 September (BP, LP) was very unusual. 
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Scarlet Tanaaer : The last reported was a female at Camp Brewster, Sarpy Co, 
on 15 September (BP, LP). 

Western Tanaaer : The last reported were 2 at Scotts Bluff NM on 27 
September. (SJD). 

Green-tailed Towhee: Only the 8th fall record ever, one was identified north of 
1-80, Exit 1 on 19 September (SJD). The previous 7 records came in the period 
from 6 September to 16 October. 

Spotted Towhee : The best counts were amazing: 60 were near Gibbon on 10 
October (LR, RH), and 40 were reported in northern Lancaster Co on 17 October 
(LE), indicative of peak movement. The first reported in southeastern NE away 
from the breeding range were the 2 at BOL on 3 October (LE). 

Eastern Towhee: The latest count was one at FF on 25 October (BP, LP). 
American Tree Sparrow : The earliest reported was one near Gibbon on 11 
October (LR, RH), and the best count was an amazing 1000 in southern Kearney Co 
on 28 November (LR, RH). 

Chipping Sparrow : Summering birds are least numerous in southcentral and 
southwestern NE; thus of interest are reports from the Gibbon area of summering 
birds (LR, RH). Migrants appear in late August, and so the one seen at Alma on 20 
August (GH, WH) may have been an early migrant rather than a summering bird. 
The latest reported was one near Gibbon on 25 October (LR, RH). No large counts 
were reported. 

Clav-colored Sparrow : The earliest report was one at L Minatare on 28 August 
(SJD, BP, LP). The best count was 100 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT), and the 
latest report was of one in southwestern Dixon Co on 25 October (JJ). 

Brewer’s Sparrow : Excellent counts were 42 in southwestern Kimball Co on 29 
August (SJD) and 38 in western Banner Co on 6 September (SJD). Last reported 
were 6 in southwestern Kimball Co on 24 September (SJD). 

Field Sparrow : In the west, and one of only about 20 fall records for the 
Panhandle, were 2 spotted in southwestern Sheridan Co on 30 September (LR). The 
last reported were 3 at ADF on 29 October (LF, CF). 

Vesper Sparrow : Amazing were the 542 counted along 14 miles of gravel road 
in southwestern Kimball Co on 24 September; 272 were in the same area on 27 
September (SJD). The last reported were 4 near Lowell on 25 October (LR, RH) 
and 2 in southeastern Cuming Co the same day (LE). 

Lark Sparrow: The last reported was one near Homer on 13 September (JJ). 
There were few reports. 

Lark Bunting: Rather far east was a female seen at FL on 4 August (GH, WH). The 
best count was 200 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). And the last reported was an 
immature male spotted in southwestern Kimball Co on 2 October (SJD). 

Savannah Sparrow : The earliest reported was one in northern Lancaster Co on 
5 September (LE). The best count was 110 near Lowell on 25 October (LR, RH), 
and the last one’was at ADF on 11 November (LF, CF). 

Grasshopper Sparrow : The last reported was one at NE National Forest, 
Thomas Co, on 16 October (fide LR, RH), a rather late date. 

Le Conte’s Sparrow : Numbers were high this fall, with several good counts: 

40 were at Jack Sinn Marsh on 27 October (BP, LP), also the latest date; 20-30 
were in southwestern Dixon Co on 25 October (JJ); 24 were north of Ames on 3 
October (DP, JP, JS, WRS); and 22 were reported at the Ornithological Gardens in 
Clay Co on 11 October (JGJ). The earliest count was 3 at Jack Sinn Marsh on 21 
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September (JS) and one at BOL the same day (JS). Migrants are mostly reported 
from the Missouri Valley; this year, however, one was spotted as far west as 
Rowe Sanctuary on 25 October (CNK), and several reports came from the RWB. 
Kj^l^nn's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: Although a rare migrant, there were 7 
reports involving about 9 birds, all in the east. The earliest report was of one at 
Jack Sinn Marsh on 21 September (JS). The best count was 3 at Cracker Barrel 
Marsh, Lincoln, on 25 September (KP), and latest report was rather late at Arbor 
L on 23 October (LE). 

pr>X Sparrow : There were many reports west to Cherry Co on 16 October (fide 
LR, RH) and to Gibbon on 24 October (LR, RH). The earliest report was of one at 
Niobrara on 3 October (MB). The best count was an excellent 32 at Boyer Chute 
NWR on 8 October (JS). Stragglers are often reported into December, and one was 
seen at FF on 27 November (B). 

frn n g Snarrow : An excellent count of presumed summering birds was 35 at FL on 
2 August (LR, RH). The best count, indicative of peak movement, was 40 in Buffalo 
Co on 25 October (LR, RH). Many remain into December. Reports from the 
Panhandle are few, even during migration; one sparrow was reported south of 
Gering on 3 October (AK), and as many as 10 were seen at CLNWR on 30 
August(JT); and one was at Smith L the same day (JT). The song sparrow is not 
known to breed at the latter locations. 

I , incoln's Sparrow : The earliest reported were singles in southwestern Kimball 
Co and north of 1-80, Exit 1 on 6 September (SJD) and another single in 
southwestern Dixon Co the same day (JJ). The best count was 75 in southwestern 
Dixon Co on 27 September (JJ). And the last reported were 2 in Bellevue on 26 
November (BP, LP), a rather late date. 

Swamp Sparrow : The two birds seen at a marsh in southwestern Dixon Co on 1 
August (JJ) suggest breeding, which can be expected at cattail marshes in northern 
NE. There are few breeding locations known in southern NE; FL is one, and 1 to 2 
birds were present between 10 and 15 August (LR, RH). The frst migrants reported 
were an immature at Oliver Res on 27 September (SJD) and a single bird in Cass Co 
on 28 September (GW). Swamp Sparrows often linger into December; 4 were 
spotted at FF on 27 November (B) and one was seen at L Ogallala the same day (JS). 
White-throated Sparrow : The earliest reported were 2 at Boyer Chute NWR on 
20 September (JS). The best count was 32 at FF on 11 October (JS). A tan-striped 
individual was seen near Gibbon on 11 October (LR, RH); this form and 
intermediates with the more familiar white-striped morph occur randomly 
throughout the species' range. 

Harris' Sparrow : The first to appear were 2 in southwestern Dixon Co on 27 
September (JJ). The best counts were 100 at Niobrara on 3 October (MB) and 95 
in southeastern Cuming Co on 25 October (LE). Most reports are from the eastern 
and central parts of the state; westernmost reports were of one at L Ogallala on 18 
October (SJD) and 11 at Sutherland Res on 7 November (SJD). 

White-crowned Sparrow : There are 2 field-identifiable groups which occur in 
NE: the eastern, black-lored group, subspecies leucophrys, and the western, pale- 
(actually greyish)-lored group, subspecies gambelii. Some authorities consider 
Rocky Mountain black-lored birds, subspecies oriantha, separate from eastern 
black-lored birds, subspecies leucophrys ; interestingly, their breeding ranges do 
not overlap. It is generally thought that oriantha and leucophrys are not separable 
in the field (Rising 1995: “The Sparrows of the United States and Canada” Dunn et 



1M 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 66 No -4 


al 1995: Birdina 27:182). However oriantha would be expected to migrate through 
the Panhandle and leucophrys through the eastern half of NE with little or no 
overlap ( gambelii , the pale-lored form, occurs in migration statewide). In 
midwinter, few White-crowned Sparrows remain in NE--most are reported from 
the Platte Valley southward and in the east. In the east, wintering White-crowns 
are a mix of gambelii and leucophrys , but further west most are gambelii (Dunn et 
al 1995). The only observer mentioning subspecies was Ruth Green, who indicated 
that White-crowneds banded by her at NE National Forest, Thomas Co, between 8 
and 10 October included the 3 forms gambelii , oriantha , and leucophrys. At that 
location and date, all 3 might indeed occur, although oriantha should be by far the 
rarest, based on its breeding and wintering ranges (Dunn et all 995) and the 
assumption that it could be identified, even in hand. Oriantha and leucophrys differ 
in degree only (Rising 1995): oriantha has a darker bill and greyer underparts, and 
so birds appearing to have these features may well indeed be oriantha ; but where 
one draws the line seems certainly problematic. Back to the bulk of the reports: 
the earliest in the west was one in Long Canyon, Banner Co, on 6 September (SJD), 
while in the east, the first reported were 3 in southwestern Dixon Co on 27 
September (JJ). This difference is intriguing, as oriantha is said to be a later 
spring and earlier fall migrant than gambelii (and leucophrys ?). The best count was 
50 at Johnson L on 10 October (LR ,RH). None was reported after 31 October, 
when one was seen near Gibbon (LR, RH). 

Dark-eved Junco : Despite some 45 previous NE reports, only the 5th 
documented sighting of "Gray-headed" Junco (Junco hyemalis caniceps) was 
recorded at Scotts Bluff NM on 12 September (SJD). This is a rather early date, 
although the only other documented fall record for NE was on 2 October, 1977. 
Many Dark-eyed ("Pink-sided") Juncos can appear grey-headed and reddish- 
backed, but "pure" caniceps have no trace of pinkish coloration on their flanks. G.M. 
Sutton collected several juncos which appeared to be caniceps in Oklahoma, but 
none proved to be caniceps when examined in the hand (Sutton 1975: NBR 43:66). 
The earliest "Slate-colored" Junco was spotted near Gibbon on 24 September (LR, 
RH); a report from southern Sioux Co on 16 September (HKH) did not specify form, 
and may have been "White-winged" Junco. The earliest "Oregon" Juncos in the 
east were reported at Wolf L on 31 October (TH). The best count (form unspecified) 
was 100 at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, on 31 October (LE). 

McCown's Lonaspur : Clearly indicative of peak movement was the amazing 
count of 1230 in southwestern Kimball Co on 13 October (SJD). There were no 
later reports. 

Lapland Lonaspur : The earliest report was of a large flock of 1000 northwest of 
Wakefield on 11 November (JJ). Another good count was 500 seen at Jensen 
Lagoon on 28 November (LR, RH). 

Chestnut-collared Lonaspur : An excellent count of migrants was 753 in 
southwestern Kimball Co on 13 October (SJD), indicating peak movement. The 
earliest migrant was one spotted at Oliver Res on 19 September (SJD). Migrants 
totalling 53 were noted in Scotts Bluff Co on 27 September (SJD). If correct, the 
undocumented report of 2 near 1-80, Exit 1 on 29 November (B) would establish a 
very late date. 

Snow Bunting : The only report was of 3 at Pawnee L on 7 November (JS). 
Ngrthern C a rdin g ! : Routine reports. 
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pn^^-breasted Grosbeak : Most departed by 20 September, when one was 
reported at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln (LE), but an immature lingered near Gibbon until 11 
October (LR, RH), a rather late date. An interesting mix of grosbeaks frequents the 
Gibbon area; both Rose-breasted and Black-headed summer there, along with 
intermediates (LR, RH). One of 2 birds in the observers' yard on 29 August had 
reddish axillars and a yellowish breast, while the other appeared to be a "pure" 
Rose-breasted (LR, RH). 

p|ar.k-headed Grosbeak: The last reported was one at Alma on 27 September 
(GH, WH), a rather late date. Alma is located at about the eastern edge of the 
breeding range in the Republican Valley. 

Grosbeak : The last recorded were 3 in southwestern Dixon Co on 16 
September (JJ). A territorial family group of 2 adults feeding 3 young was seen at 
Bushnell Cem on 29 August (SJD). 

i ^fuli Bunting : The only report was of the 5th latest ever, an immature male at 
L Ogallala on 3 October (SJD). A specimen at the Hastings Municipal Museum, 
collected on 13 October, 1916, is the latest on record. 

ipdigo Bunting : The latest was a male seen at Niobrara on 3 October (MB), a 
rather late date. An immature was in the observer's yard on 27 Sepetember, also a 
rather late date, and may be the same individual still present there at the time of 
this writing, 25 December (JJ). 

mckcissel : The best count was 29 in southwestern Dixon Co on 1 August (JJ), 
probably summering birds. The latest reported was an immature seen near Gibbon 
on 13 September (LR, RH). 

Bobolink: Most depart by the end of August; there are usually few fall reports, 
as was the case this year. The 12 seen in Lancaster Co on 24 August (B) and 
the 10 counted at Wagontrain L on 29 August (LE) were the only ones reported. 
Red-winoed Blackbird: The best count was 4000, at both FL on 8 August (LR, 
RH) and Rowe Sanctuary on 24 October (LR, RH). 

Eastern Meadowlark: T he last identified Eastern Meadowlark was one singing in 
northern Lancaster Co on 28 November (LE). This is a record late date for an 
Eastern Meadowlark; the latest specimen for NE is 18 November, 1931, from 
Lancaster Co. While a few probably winter in extreme southeastern NE, there are 
no documented midwinter records. 

Western Meadowlark : The best count was an excellent 2000 at CLNWR on 30 
August (JT), presumably summering birds. The count of 300 near Gibbon on 25 
October (LR, RH) seems indicative of fall movement. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird : The best count was 3000 at CLNWR on 30 August 
(JT), presumably summering birds. A few linger rather late; for instance, 4 were 
reported at FL on 22 November (LR, RH) and 2 were seen at CCM on 29 November 
(JS). 

Rustv Blackbird : The earliest reported was one in southwestern Dixon Co on 25 
October (JJ), and best count was 40 northwest of Ames on 17 November (DP, 
JP), although "large numbers" were noted in Seward Co after the very strong 
winds of 10 November (JG). As expected, the reports all came from central and 
eastern NE. Lingering into December is not uncommon. 

Brewer' s Blackbird : The earliest reported away from the breeding range were 
the 20 seen at Theesen Lagoon on 25 October (JGJ) and at least one at Rowe 
Sanctuary the same day (CNK). "Large numbers" were noted in Seward Co after 
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very strong winds on 10 November (JG). Rare in eastern NE, one was spotted at 
Conestoga L on 20 November (BP, LP); overwintering is rare for this species. 
Common Grackle : The best count was 500 at both Scottsbluff on 1 October (AK) 
and southwest of Roca on 14 November (LE). 

Great-tailed Grackle : An excellent count at a summering location was the 344 
at a roost at FL on 19 August (SJD). Flocks form in early August, and some 
movement begins then. A flock of 115 in Otoe Co on 21 August (LE) and another of 
36 near Offutt Air Base, Sarpy Co, on 22 August (BP, LP) may have been on the 
move. As many as 125 were noted at Offutt Air Base L on 3 November, and 57 
were still there on 13 November (BP, LP). In recent years, a few have been noted 
into December. A single male was still at Kiowa Springs on 21 November (SJD), 
where a small breeding colony was established in 1998. 

Brown-headed Cowbird : The best count was 2000 in Phelps Co on 20 
September (LR, RH); 1038 were reported in southeastern Cuming Co on 25 
October (LE). The latest reported were 12 at FL on 28 November (LR, RH); this 
species does not normally linger into December in any numbers, except in the 
southeast. 

Orchard Oriole: The last seen was one near Alda on 6 September (DH). Few were 
reported. 

Baltimore Oriole : Near the western edge of the summer range, a male appeared 
at Smith L, Sheridan Co, on 30 August (JT). The last reported were 2 at FL on 13 
September (LR, RH). 

Bullock's Oriole : The only report was of one at the eastern edge of the breeding 
range at CCM on 30 August (JT). 

Grav-crowned Rosv-finch: A flock of 55 had returned to the cliff roosting site 
north of Henry on 21 November; 200+ were reported there between 27 and 28 
November (SJD, JS). These birds roost in holes in the cliffs as well as in Cliff 
Swallow nests and are not visible after about 2:30 pm. 

Purple Finch: Surprisingly, none had been reported by the end of the 
period. 

Cassin's Finch : The only report was of one at Wildcat Hills NC on 25 September 
(fide AK); no details were provided. This would be a very early fall arrival date. 
House Finch: Feeder watchers in the Scottsbluff area thought that numbers were 
much reduced from previous years (fide AK). The best count was 75 recorded at 
Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, on 20 September (LE). 

Red Crossbill : A few birds appeared early at locations far removed from the 
breeding range: 1-3 were seen at Alma between 4 August and 6 October (GH, WH), 
and 5-10 appeared in Kearney from 23 September to 29 October (LR, RH). 
"Several" were seen near Halsey between 8 and 16 October (RG, fide LR, RH), and 
one was reported at L Ogallala on 18 October (SJD). "Hundreds" were also reported 
in canyons north of Harrison on 28 November (JS). 

White-winaed Crossbill : The only report came from west of Scottsbluff on 27 
September (fide AK); no details were provided. This would be a very early fall 
date. 

Common Redpoll: None reported. 

Pine Siskin : Over the years there have been many isolated breeding records, 
mostly early, in April to May, with the birds departing by the end of June. Fall 
arrival generally occurs in September, but the many July through August records 
may be of birds that bred in or near NE. Likely to be such birds were 3 at an 
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Elmwood feeder on 4 August (GW). Possibly also fitting this pattern, but more 
lively fall arrivals, were singles spotted at FL on 30 August (LR, RH) and 
Republican City the same day (LR, RH). Siskins were widespread after mid- 
September in the Panhandle (SJD); 143 were seen at Oliver Res on 30 November 
(SJD). However, except for the Elmwood birds mentioned above, none appeared in 
the east until 25 October, when one was spotted in southwestern Dixon Co (JJ). 
A merican Goldfinch: The best count was 200 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). 
fYfnina Grosbeak: A rather early bird was banded on 8 October at NE National 
Forest, Thomas Co (RG). Early arrival dates in the west and central are at 
the end of September. No others were noted until the end of the period: one was 
spotted at Scotts Bluff NM on 27 November (SJD), and 20 were in Sowbelly Canyon 
on 28 November (JS). 

t-jquse Sparrow: A good count at a location not normally thought of as House 
Sparrow habitat was 80 recorded at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). 

* * * * * 

1997 (Ninth) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Complied by Mark A. Brogie (NOURC Chairperson) 

508 Seeley, Creighton, NE 68729 

The functions and methods of the NOU Records Committee are described in 
its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). The committee's purpose is to provide 
a procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to establish a list of all 
documented birds for Nebraska. THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA 
was first published in 1988 (NOU Records Committee 1988) and has been appended 
seven times (Mollhoff 1989, Grenon 1990, 1991, Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c, 
Brogie 1997). An update of THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA was 
last published in 1997 (NOU Records Committee 1997). 

This report includes all accounts submitted during the calendar year of 1997 
covering 146 records with accession numbers 615-760, along with several 
previous records that had remained unfinished until 1997 (Accession#’s 361, 363, 
& 367). All records mentioned here will be available to interested persons at the 
NOU archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, NE. Interested 
parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be found in the 
latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review. 

State List 

The Forty-first supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union (AOU, 
1997) contains many taxonomic changes affecting North American birds. The 
following summarizes all revisions by the AOU regarding changes in scientific 
names and in assignments to family and order of species in the most recent 
published “OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA” (NBR 65: 3-16). It does 
not include changes in species sequence, as these will be made on the next 
published Official Checklist of Nebraska Birds. 

With this report, the following changes are made to “THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE 
BIRDS OF NEBRASKA”. 
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Species Split 

Solitary Vireo ( Vireo solitarius ) is split into Blue-headed Vireo (V. 
solitarius ), Cassin's Vireo ( V. cassinii ), and Plumbeous Vireo ( V. plumbeous ). The 
species V. Solitarius is typically encountered migrating through eastern NE; V. 
plumbeoushas been found nesting in extreme north-western NE, and V. cassinii has 
been found as a western NE migrant (this report). 

Changes in Scientific Names 
American Golden-Plover becomes Pluvialis dominica 
Burrowing Owl becomes Athene cunicularia 
Cliff Swallow becomes Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 
Cave Swallow becomes Petrochelidon fulva 
Black-capped Chickadee becomes Poecile atricapillus 
Mountain Chickadee becomes Poecile gambeli 
Tufted Titmouse becomes Baeolophus bicolor 
Olive-sided Flycatcher becomes Contopus cooperi 

Changes at the Family and/or Order Level 

The family Cathartidae (New World Vultures) is removed from the order 
Falconiformes and placed in the order Ciconiiformes after Wood Stork. 

The New World Quail (i.e. Northern Bobwhite) is now placed in its own family, 
Odontophoridae. 

The family Laniidae (shrikes) is moved behind the family Tyrranidae (flycatchers); 
the first family in the order Passeriformes. 

The family Vireonidae (vireos) and the family Corvidae (jays, crows, and allies), 
in that sequence, will directly follow the Laniidae (shrikes). 

The kinglets are now placed in their own family, Regulidae. 

The Gnatcatchers are now placed in the family Sylviidae and follow the Regulidae. 

The true thrushes (Eastern Bluebird through Varied Thrush) are placed in the family 
Turdidae and follow the Sylviidae. 

The family Sturnidae (i.e. European Starling) will now follow the family Mimidae 
(mockingbirds and thrashers). 

The wood-warblers (Blue-winged Warbler through Yellow-breasted Chat) are 
placed in the family Parulklae. 

The tanagers are placed in the family Thraupidae. 

* 

The New World Sparrows and allies (Green-tailed Towhee through Snow Bunting) 
are retained as the family Emberizidae. 
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The cardinals, buntings, and grosbeaks (Northern Cardinal through Dickcissel) are 
placed in the family Cardinafidae and will follow the family Emberizidae. 

The blackbirds and orioles (Bobolink through Scott’s Oriole) will be placed in the 
family Icteridae and will follow the family Cardinalidae. 

The sequence of families of NE birds in the Order Passeriformes will be: 

Tyrannidae, Laniidae, Vireonidae, Corvidae , A laudidae, Hirundinidae, Paridae, 
Sittidae, Certhiidae, Troglodytidae , Cinclidae, Regulidae, Sylviidae, Turdidae, 
Mimidae, S turnidae, Motacillidae, Bombycillidae, Oxyruncidae , Parulidae, 
Thraupidae, Emberizidae, Cardinalidae, Icteridae, Fringillidae, and Passeridae. 

Changes in Status: 

Red-throated Loon - Accidental to Casual 
Red-necked Grebe - Accidental to Casual 
Tundra Swan - Casual to Regular 
Barrow’s Goldeneye - Casual to Regular 
Short-billed Dowitcher - Casual to Regular 
Sabine’s Gull - Accidental to Casual 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird - Casual to Regular 
Steller’s Jay - Accidental to Casual 

Corrections to 1996 NOURC Report 

1. White-winged Dove ( Zenaida asiatica ): Another photo of the 1994 Lancaster Co. 
bird (first documented occurrence) was submitted, and the 1996 NOURC Report 
erroneously stated this as the third documented occurrence for this species in NE. 

1997 Additions to State List 

1. Emperor Goose (Chen canagica): Accidental, l-P. 

2. Garganey {Anasquerquedula): Accidental, III. 

3. Curlew Sandpiper ( Calidris ferruginea ): Accidental, l-P. 

4. Eurasian Coliared-Dove {Streptopelia decaocto): Accidental* !!!. 

5. and 6. Solitary Vireo (formerly: Vireo solitarius) split into: 

Blue-headed Vireo ( Vireo solitarius ): Regular l-S. 

Cassin’s Vireo ( Vireo cassinii ): Accidental l-S. 

Plumbeous Vireo ( Vireo plumbeous ): Regular l-S. 

7. Scott’s Oriole ( Icterus parisorum ): Accidental, III. 

With these additions, the Nebraska State List now includes 434 species. 

Criteria for Accepted Records 

For a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is required with no 
more than one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee, 1986). Records in the 
following classes listed as accepted: 

l-S—a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists. 

l-P—a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists. 

I— R—a diagnostic, labeled recording exists. 

II— three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist. 

III— one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist. 
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Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and the initial(s) of observers. 

Pre-1997 Records Reviewed For First Time and Accepted 

Red-throated Loon ( Gavia st ellat a). 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class l-P; LP) at Site 16, Douglas Co, on 21 
November, 1993. 

2. A single bird was observed (Class III; BP, LP) at Wehrspan Lake, Sarpy Co, on 
12 November, 1996. 

Pacific Loon ( Gavia pacifica ). 

1. A single basic plumaged bird was photographed (Class l-P; BH) at Standing Bear 
Lake, Douglas Co., on 23 November, 1996. 

Yellow-billed Loon ( Gavia adamsii). 

1. One written report (Class Hi; BP, LP) and a set of photographs (Class l-P; JS) 
of presumed same juvenile/first-winter bird observed at Branched Oak Lake, 
Lancaster Co, between 17 and 23 November, 1996. 

B aird V ? .SaiLd.Bjj-fe.r (Calidris bairdii ). 

1. A single bird was found (Class III; SD) below Keystone Dam, Keith Co, on 23 
December, 1994 (latest NE date). 

Sharo-tailed Sandpiper ( Calidris acuminata). 

1. A single juvenile plumaged bird was observed (Class III; LM) in Sheridan Co, on 
8 September, 1994. 

Laughing Gull (Larus atricilia). 

1. A single first-winter bird was observed (Class III; SD) at Sutherland 
Reservoir, Lincoln Co., on 22 December, 1994. 

Mew Gull ( Larus canus ). 

1. An adult was photographed (Class l-P; JJ) at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 
on 1 December, 1996, and again on the following day (Class l-P; BP, LP). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull ( Larus fuscus ). 

1. A single second-winter bird was observed (Class III; JJ) at Branched Oak Lake, 
Lancaster Co., on 19 November, 1996. 

(Xema sabini ). 

1. One written report (Class III; SD) of a juvenile bird observed at Sutherland 
Reservoir, Lincoln Co., on 26 September, 1996. 

2. A single juvenile bird was photographed (Class l-P; BH) at Gavin’s Pt. Dam, 
Cedar Co., on 26 October, 1996. 

Inca Dove ( Columbina inca). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; SD) at a bird feeder in Chadron, Dawes 
Co., on 28 September, 1996. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird ( Selasphorus piatycercus). 

1. A female/immatur-e was observed (Class III; SD) coming to a feeder in Bushnell, 
Kimball Co., on 2 August, 1996. 

Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird ( Selasphorus rufus/sasin ). 

1. Up to three females/immatures belonging to this complex were observed (Class 
III; SD) coming to a feeder in Bushnell, Kimball Co., between 2 and 4 August, 1996. 
Ca s si n’ s Vi . r .e.P (Vireo cassinii ). 

1. A specimen of an adult female collected by J.T. Zimmerer (Class l-S) in 
Crawford, Dawes Co., on 13 September, 1911 is specimen #ZM-11877 at the 
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University of NE State Museum. This represents the first definitive occurrence of 

Cassin’s Vireo in NE. 

ctp{|f?r’s Jav ( Cyanocitta stellerf). 

1 . A single bird was photographed (Class l-P; DS) at a feeding station at Wildcat 
Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co., between 2 and 3 November, 1996. 

2. Two adults were observed (Class III; BH) at a feeder in Carter Canyon, Scotts 
Bluff Co., on 28 December, 1996. 

pj n y° n v (Gvmnorhinus cyanocephalus ). 

1. A single juvenile was observed (Class III; CD, JD) at a bird feeder in Kearney, 

Buffalo Co., on 1 December, 1996. 

ri^rk’s Nutcracker ( Nucifraga Columbiana ). 

1. Two birds were observed (Class III; BH) in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co., on 29 
December, 1996. 

rax/e Swallow (Petrochelidon fulva). 

1. Published documentation (NBR 60:36-40) with photographs (Class l-P; CB, 
MBB) exist of a juvenile bird captured and banded near Ash Hollow State Park, 
Garden Co., on 31 May, 1991. Cave Swallow (based on this record) was placed on 
the Official State List (NBR 65:6-16). This listing at the time was erroneous, due 
to insufficient votes by the NOURC. With this review, this error has been 
corrected and Cave Swallow can now be to added the list of avifauna of NE. 

2. A juvenile bird was captured and photographed (Class l-P; CB, MBB) in Keith 
Co., on 26 June, 1995. This represents the second record for Cave Swallow in NE. 
Scott's Oriole ( Icterus parisorum ). 

1. A previously published report (NBR 43: 64-66) of a male which was observed 
(Class III; GS) near Grand Island, Hall Co., on 20 May, 1975, was reviewed by the 
NOURC for the first time. This review constitutes the first documented NOURC 
accepted record for Scott’s Oriole in NE. 

Grav-crowned Rosv-Finch ( Leucosticte tephrocotis). 

1. A group of approximately 30 birds was observed (Class III; BH) at the Hughson 
Ranch, Sioux Co., on 28 December, 1996. 

2. Several birds of a flock west of Chadron, Dawes Co. were photographed (Class 
1-P; JS) on 29 December, 1996. 

C as Sim’s...Finch (Carpodacus cassinii). 

1. A window-killed male was salvaged (Class l-S; DS) at the Wildcat Hills Nature 
Center, Scotts Bluff Co., on 2 November, 1996 and is now specimen # ZM-17484 
at the University of NE State Museum. 

_Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra). 

1. A single (out-of-normal range) bird was photographed (Class l-P; JS) at 
Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 07 December, 1996. 

Pre-1997 Records Reviewed For First Time and Filed Without Votes 
Glaucous -Herring Gull Hybrid ( Larus sp.). 

1. A report of a bird observed below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co., on 26 February, 

1994 was filed without votes. 

1997 Records Reviewed For First Time and Filed Without Votes 
IUnknown) (Larus sp.) 

1 ■ A photograph of an non-identified gull seen at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 13 
April, 1997, was filed without votes. 
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Thaver's Gull (Larus thayeri). 

1. A single slide of a gull at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 29 March, 1997 was 
filed without votes. 

2. A single slide of a gull at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 30 March, 1997 was filed 
without votes. 

3. A single slide of a gull at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 13 April, 1997 was filed 
without votes. 

4. A single slide of a gull at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 19 April, 1997 was filed 
without votes. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 

1997 Accepted Records 
Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata). 

1. A single bird of undetermined age was observed (Class III; TA) at Louisville 

5. R.A., Cass Co., on 31 October, 1997. 

Pacific LCPP (Gavia pacifica ). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; BP, LP) at Offutt Base Lake, Sarpy Co., 
on both 1 and 4 July, 1997. 

2. One first-basic bird observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co., 
between 26 and 27 October, 1997. 

3. A single basic individual was observed (Class III; MB) at Skyview Lake, Madison 
Co., on 1 November, 1997. 

4. One basic and one first basic were observed together (Class III; SD) at Lake 
Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co., on 1 November, 1997. The basic bird was also 
observed on 2 November. 

5. Two basic birds were observed together (Class III; SD) at Lake Minatare, 
Scotts Bluff Co., on 1 November, 1997. 

6. One basic was bird observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co., 
between 22 and 23 November, 1997. 

7. A single first-basic individual was observed (Class III; SD) at Swanson 
Reservoir, Hitchcock Co., on 6 December, 1997. 

Rqd - n .ec k ed . Grebe (Podiceps grisegena ). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; RH) at Willow Lake, Brown Co., on 27 
September, 1997. 

2. A single bird was observed (Class III; JJ) at Summit Lake, Burt Co., on 9 
November, 1997. 

3. One adult was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 16 
November, 1997. The same (presumed) bird was observed again on 24 November 
and again documented (Class III; SD) as an adult in basic plumage on 18 December, 
1997. 

Clark's Grebe 1 (Aednmophorus clarkit). 

1. Three individuals were observed (Class III; WRS) at Lake McConaughy, Keith 
Co., on 8 September 1997. 

2. One adult was dbserved (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 7 
December, 1997. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 

Roseate Spoonbill ( Ajaia ajaja). 

1. Two separate written reports (Class 111; SD, WRS) were received of an 
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immature bird leaving its roosting area in Iowa and flying into Otoe Co. airspace on 
5 August, 1997. Dinsmore reported another observation of the bird in flight over 
Otoe Co. on 14 August. This constitutes the first documented record for Roseate 
Spoonbill in NE. 

r m pp»ror Goose ( Chen canagica ). 

1 . Four photographs (Class l-P; WM) were submitted of an adult bird which was 
collected by USFWS personal during cholera pick-ups at Harvard WPA on 17 March, 
1997. Observer comments: “Bird acted sick, couldn't fly, and tried to swim away 
in a sneaking posture. The bird had no leg band, no toes clipped, and possessed only 
minimal wing wear." The bird was x-rayed, and one shotgun pellet was found to be 
present in the right wing. This constitutes the first documented record for 
Emperor Goose in Nebraska. 
t i|prjra Swan ( Cygnus columbianus ). 

1 . One immature was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 1 
November, 1997. 

2 . Two adults were observed (Class III; MB) at Lake Babcock, Platte Co., on 22 
November, 1997. 

3 . One immature was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Alice, Scotts Bluff Co., on 

22 November, 1997. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 

Garaanev (Anas querquedula ). 

1 . Two separate written reports by the initial observers (Class III; BD, MC) were 
received of an adult male in Kearney Co., on 28 March, 1997. Taken together, 
these reports constitute the first documented record for Garganey in NE. 

Black Scoter ( Melanitta nigra). 

1 . Two females or immatures were observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Ogallala, Keith 
Co., on 7 and 18 December, 1997. 

Barrow's Goldeneye ( Bucephala islandica ). 

1 . A female photographed (Class l-P; JJ) at Glen Cunningham Lake, Douglas Co. On 
3 March, 1997, is one of few records for eastern NE 

2. One immature male was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 
on 30 March, 1997. 

3. An adult male and adult female were observed (Class III; SD) at Sutherland 
Reservoir, Lincoln Co., on 18 December, 1997. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 

Yellow Rail ( Coturnicops noveboracensis). 

1. During wind-rowing operations of native grass, three separate birds were 
observed (Class III; DP) near Ames, Dodge Co., on 29 September, 1997. 

Kin g R$i| .. .(Rallus elegans). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; SD) at OPPD wetlands, Otoe Co., on 14 
August, 1997. 

Snowv Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus). 

1 • A single individual was observed (Class III; JJ) at Father Hupp WMA, Thayer 
Co., on 9 May, 1997. 

2. A single individual was observed (Class III; JJ) at Miller’s Pond, Fillmore Co., 
on 9 May, 1997. 

3. A single individual was observed (Class III; BS) at Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co., on 

23 June, 1997. 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 66 No.4 


154. 

Mountain Plover ( Charadrius montanus). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; BP, LP) near Kimball, Kimball Co., on 12 
June, 1997. 

Whimbrel ( Numeniusphaeopeus ). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; JJ) at Harvard WPA, Clay Co., on 4 May, 
1997. 

2. A single bird was observed (Class III; JJ) at Freeman Lake, York Co., on 18 
May, 1997. 

3. A single bird was observed (Class III; BP, LP) at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster 
Co., on 19 May, 1997. 

Curlew Sandpiper ( Calidris ferruginea). 

1. A photograph by one of the initial observers (Class l-P; JJ) and two written 
reports (Class III; BP, LP, RH, LR) were received of a single bird observed at Funk 
Lagoon, Phelps Co., from 19 to 20 July, 1997. This constitutes the first 
documented record for Curlew Sandpiper in Nebraska. 

Ruff ( Philomachus pugnax). 

1. An adult breeding plumaged (black) male was observed (Class III; RH, LR) at 
Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co., on 24 May, 1997. 

Pomarine Jaeaer ( Stercorarius pomarinus ). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; BP, LP) at Pawnee Lake, Lancaster Co., 
between 14 and 15 November, 1997. 

Parasitic Jaeaer ( Stercorarius parasiticus). 

1. Two reports were received of a dark juvenile observed (Class III; WRS, SD) at 
Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 5 October, 1997. This is the second documented 
record for Parasitic Jaeger in NE. 

Jaeaer sd. ( Stercorarius sp.). 

1. The single bird observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 4 
October, 1997, may have been the same jaeger identified on 5 October as a 
juvenile Parasitic. 

2. A single dark-colored jaeger was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., on 12 October, 1997. 

Laughing Gull ( Larus atricilla). 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class l-P; JJ) at Father Hupp WMA, Thayer 
Co., on 4 April, 1997. 

Link Gull (Larus minutus ). 

1. One adult in third alternate plumage was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake 
McConaughy, Keith Co., on 19 April, 1997. 

2. Two written reports (Class III; SD, WRS) and a set of photographs (Class l-P; 
JS) were received of a juvenile observed at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co., on 6 
September, 1997. 

Mew Gull ( Larus cjmus). 

1. One adult in alternate plumage was photographed (Class l-P; SD) at Lake 
McConaughy, Keith Co., on 12 and 13 April, 1997. 

Lal.if.QJ.aU-.Guil (Larus californicus ). 

1. An adult was observed (Class III; JJ) at Cunningham Lake, Douglas Co., on 19 
March, 1997. This represents one of the eastern-most records for this species in 
NE. 

Ih a Y^LlS.. Gull. (Larus thayeri). 

1. One adult in alternate plumage was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake 
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McConaughy, Keith Co., on 12 and 13 April, 1997. 
jrpl^nd Gull ( Larus glaucoides). 

]. A bird in first-basic plumage was photographed (Class l-P; SD) at Lake Ogallala, 
Keith Co., on 30 March, 1997. 

2 . One first-year bird was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff 
Co., on 19 and 20 April, 1997. 

[p^er Black-backed Gull ( Larus fuscus). 

1 , Two reports were received of a single first-year bird observed (Class III; JJ, 
BP, LP) at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., on 29 and 30 November, 1997. 
r.rgat Black-backed Gull, ( Larus marinus). 

1 . One first-winter bird was observed (Class III; MB) at Gavin’s Pt Dam 
tailwaters, Cedar Co., on 2 November, 1997. 
frame’s Gull ( Xema sabini). 

1 . Two reports were received of up to two juveniles observed (Class III; SD, 
WRS) at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co., on 6 September, 1997. One bird was 
observed the following day. 

2. One immature was observed (Class III; WRS) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 
8 September, 1997. 

3 . Up to five juveniles were observed (Class III; WRS) at Lake McConaughy, Keith 
Co., on 8 September, 1997. 

4. A single juvenile was observed (Class III; SD) at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., 
on 13 September, 1997. 

5 . One adult bird and two juveniles were observed (Class III; SD) at Lake 
Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co., on 13 September, 1997. 

6 . A single juvenile was observed (Class III; MB) at Whitney Lake, Dawes Co., on 
14 September, 1997. 

7 . Two juveniles were observed (Class HI; SD) at Lake Alice, Scotts Bluff Co., on 
21 September, 1997. 

8 . Two adults and five juveniles were observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Minatare, 
Scotts Bluff Co., on 13 September, 1997. 

9. One juvenile was observed (Class III; WRS) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 4 
October, 1997. 

10. Two juveniles were observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff 
Co,, on 5 October, 1997. 

11. Two juveniles were observed (Class III; SD) at Keystone Lake, Keith Co., on 
12 October, 1997. 

Common Tern ( Sterna hirundo). 

1. One bird in basic plumage was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Alice, Scotts 
Bluff Co., on 2 November, 1997. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto). 

1. Two reports were received (Class III; RH, BP, LP) of a single bird coming to a 
feeder in Shelton, Buffalo County. This bird was present at this site from late 
November through the end of 1997. This report represents the first documented 
occurrence for Eurasian Collared-Dove in NE. 

Hammon d’s Flycatcher ( Empidonax hammondit). 

1. One written report (Class III; WRS) and a set of photographs were received 
(Class l-P; JS) of a single bird south of Crescent Lake’s Blue Creek exit, Garden 
Co., on 8 September, 1998. 
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2. A single bird was observed (Class III; SD) at Winter’s Creek Lake, Scotts Bluff 
Co., on 21 September, 1997. 

3. A single bird was observed (Class III; SD) at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., on 
21 September, 1997. 

Cassin’s Vireo (Vireo cassinii ). 

1. A single individual was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff 
Co., on 24 August, 1997. 

2. A single bird was observed (Class III; SD) at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., on 
1 September, 1997. 

3. Two reports arrived of a single individual observed (Class III; SD; WRS) at Lake 
Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co., on 6 September, 1997. 

4. Two reports were received of a single individual observed (Class III; SD; WRS) 
at Riverside Park Campground, Scotts Bluff Co., on 7 September, 1997. 

5. A single bird was observed (Class III; SD) at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., on 
21 September, 1997. 

Plumbeous Vireo (Vireo ptumbeus). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; DH) at Dead Timber SRA, Dodge Co., on 
21 September, 1997. This sighting represents the only report for this species in 
eastern NE. 

Pinvon Jav ( Gvmnorhinus cyanocephalus). 

1. An adult was photographed (Class l-P; AR) coming to a feeder in Kearney, 
Buffalo Co., on 23 February, 1997. 

Clark’s Nutcracker ( Nucifraga Columbiana). 

1. Two birds were observed (Class III; RH, LR) at Morrill, Scotts Bluff Co., on 8 
February, 1997. 

Sprague’s Pipit (Anthus spragueii). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; MB) west of Creighton, Knox Co., on 15 
October, 1997. 

BQh .e rn t a p.. W as m sia J Bombycilla garrulus). 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class l-P; JS) at Chadron, Dawes Co., on 12 
January, 1997. 

C h & S JL QUL: Sid&.d., W a.rJale.r, (Dendroica pensylvanica). 

1. Two separate written reports (Class III; RH, LR) were received of a female 
near Gibbon, Buffalo Co., on 15 June, 1997. 

Townsend’s Warbler (Dendroica townsendi ). 

1. Two reports were received of a single immature observed (Class III; SD; WRS) 
at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., on 6 September, 1 997. 

2. Three females or immatures were observed (Class III; SD) at Oliver Reservoir, 
Kimball Co., on 13 September, 1997. 

3. An immature male was observed (Class III; SD) at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball 
Co., on 21 September, 1997. 

Blackburnian Warbler ( Dendroica fusca). 

1. An immature male was observed (Class III; SD) at Ash Hollow State Park, 
Garden Co. on 12 October, 1997. This sighting represents the fourth Panhandle 
record for this species. 

Prairie Warbler (Dendroica discolor ). 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class l-P; JJ) at Halsey National Forest, 
Thomas Co., on 5 July, 1997. 
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paY-f? reastec * Warbler (Dendroica castanea). 

1 . Two immature birds were observed (Class III; WRS) at Crescent Lake NWR, 
Garden Co., on 8 September, 1997. This report constitutes the first Panhandle 
record of this species in NE. 
p r nthonotarv Warbler ( Protonotaria citrea ). 

1 . An adult male was observed (Class III; MB) at Winter's Creek Lake, Scotts Bluff 
Co., on 13 September, 1997. This identification constitutes the first fall Panhandle 
record of this species in Ne. 

^niirnina Warbler ( Oporornis Philadelphia). 

1 . An adult male was observed (Class III; ECT) at Morrill, Scotts Bluff Co., on 27 
May, 1997. 

^acGillivrav's Warbler (Oporornis tolmiei). 

1 . An adult female was observed (Class III; ECT) at Morrill, Scotts Bluff Co., on 
27 May, 1997. 

Rl a ck-thro at e.d Sparrow {Amphispiza bilineata). 

1. An adult coming to a feeding station was banded and photographed (Class l-P; 
RK) at Omaha, Douglas Co., on 20 December, 1997 (NBR 65:179). 
f-fenslow's Sparrow ( Ammodramus savannarum). 

1. A singing male was recorded (Class l-R; JG) at Meadowlark State Lake, Seward 
Co., on 14 July, 1997. 

McCown’s Lonqspjir ( Calcarius mccownii). 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class l-P; MB) east of Creighton, Knox Co., on 
10 April, 1997. This sighting represents one of the eastern-most records for this 
species in NE. 

White-winged C ro.s.s bill ( 1 ox/a leucoptera). 

1. A group of three immatures, two adult females and one adult male, was 
observed Class III; MB) at Christ Lutheran Cemetery in Norfolk, Madison Co., on 16 
November, 1997. 

Common Redpoll ( Carduelis flammea). 

1. A single female or immature bird was observed (Class III; RH) near Gibbon, 
Buffalo Co., on 5 November, 1997. 

Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU Records 
Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and reasons for the committee’s failure to accept the record. 

Pre-1997 Unaccepted Records 
Iceland Gull (Lams glaunnides') Class IV. 

1. A first-winter gull was observed at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., on 7 
December, 1996. Identified as Iceland by some observers, others considered it a 
small Glaucous (NBR 65: 22). Resolution not considered possible by some NOURC 
members. 

Brown TPWhfr? fuscus). Class IV. 

1. A previously published report (NBR 43: 64-66) of a male Brown Towhee 
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observed at Gering, Scotts Bluff Co., on 18 September, 1975, was reviewed by 
the NOURC for the first time. Although suggestive, the description in this 
documentation lacked sufficient details for this species to be placed on the Official 
State List. 

Scott ’s Oriole (Icterus parisorum). Class IV. 

1. A previously published report (NBR 51: 84) of a male Scott’s Oriole observed 
near Wauneta, Chase Co., was reviewed by the NOURC for the first time. The 
sightings (presumed same bird) on 17 and 25 June, 1983 occurred within five 
miles of each other. Although suggestive, the description in this documentation 
lacked sufficient details for approval. 

1997 Unaccepted Records 

Sharp-tailed Grouse ( Tympanuchus phasianellus). Class VI. 

1. A written report was received of a single bird observed at Boyer Chute, Sarpy 
Co., on 7 September, 1997. The description in this documentation lacked sufficient 
details to eliminate other species. 

Parasitic Jaeaer ( Stercorarius parasiticus ). (Class IV). 

1. A bird was observed and photographed at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 8 
November, 1997. The photographs in this documentation lacked sufficient details 
to evaluate. 

Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus). Class IV. 

1. One bird in third-basic plumage was observed at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 
between 12 and 13 April, 1997. The description in this documentation lacked 
sufficient details to evaluate. 

Townsend’s Warbler (Dendroica townsendf). Class IV. 

1. A bird was photographed at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., on 22 October, 
1997. The photographs in this documentation lacked sufficient details to eliminate 
other species. 

Baird’s Sparrow ( Ammodramus bairdii)- Class IV. 

1. A single bird was observed south of the Bellevue Bridge, Sarpy Co., on 12 
April, 1997. Although suggestive, the description in this documentation did not 
completely eliminate other possibilities. 

Scott’s Oriole ( Icterus parisorum ). Class IV. 

1. An adult male oriole was observed at Mormon Island SRA, Hall Co., on 2 July, 
1997. Although suggestive, the description in this documentation did not 
completely eliminate other possibilities. 
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Bird Banding Notes from Ruth Green 
On 29 April, 1998, while working with school children from the Chadron 
Public Schools, Ruth banded a Pine Siskin at Nebraska’s Chadron State Park, 
Dawes County. Approximately seven and a half months later, on 12 December, 
this same bird was recovered beneath a feeder in Springfield, Oregon. The Pine 
Siskin was dead, perhaps a victim of a disease sweeping the siskin population on the 
West Coast. This particular occurrence is noteworthy for the distance traveled 
both west and north. 
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The Summer Tanager pictured below was also banded by Betty. She banded 
the AHY-F (After Hatching Year, Female) Summer Tanager on 10 May, 1998, at 
the Eppley 4-H Camp in the Nebraska State Forest at Halsey. This tanager is the 
second one banded in Nebraska. Willetta Lueschen banded the first at Wisner on 2 
May, 1979. 

Betty notes, in addition, that on 5 October, 1998, she banded an HY-U 
(Hatching Year Uncertain) Winter Wren, also at the Nebraska State Forest in 
Halsey. This wren is the first banded in Thomas County. The banding in the 
grasslands is noteworthy because these wrens live in dense forest and even in 
migration tend to follow woodland corridors. 


Summer Tanager Banded at the Nebraska National Forest near Halsey 
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10, 35, 62, 77, 88, 110,125 

Redpoll, Common 

18, 55, 78,81,83,146,157 

Redstart, American 50,66, 97,141 

Reitan, K. 

26 

Rettich, J. 

no 

Rhodes, 0. 

25 

Rhodes, R. 

2$ 

Rintoul, D. 

Riss, R. 26 

Robin, American 
Root, T. 74 

8 

15, 22, 47, 65,74, 78, 79,81,83, 96, 111, 120,138 

Rosche, D. (R.) 

98,134 

Rose, Kathleen 

60,110 

Rosy-Finch, Gray-crowned 17, 55,146,151 

Ruff 30,41,130,154 



Rumery, A. 25,126,158 

Sanderling 40, 63,129 

Sandpiper, Baird's 40, 63, 85, 91,129,150 
Buff-breasted 41,85,91,129 

Curlew 3,149,154 

Least 40,63,91,129 

Pectoral 40,63,91,129 

Semipalmated 40, 63, 90, 129 

Sharp-tailed 150 

Solitary 39, 90, 128 

Spotted 39,63,90,128 

Stilt 3,41,91,129 

Upland 39,63,90,115,128 

Western 3, 40,91,129 
White-rumped 40,63, 91 

Sanks, D. 25 

Sanks, L. 25 

Sapsucker, Red-naped 122, 133 

Yellow-bellied 14, 21,44, 77, 78, 80,133 
Scaup, Greater 11,35, 62, 74,125 

Lesser 11, 19, 35, 62, 74, 77-79, 88, 12 
Scheiber, H. 26 
Schmid, R. 110 

Scholar, E. 110 

Scoter, Black 7,11,125,153 

Surf 30,36,124 

White-winged 36,125 

Screech-Owl, Eastern 21, 26, 43, 64, 78, 80, 83, 92, 110,132 
Western 132 
Shelduck, Ruddy 10 

Shoveler, Northern 4, 10,19, 35, 62, 77, 78, 88,125 

Shrike, Loggerhead 16, 23, 48, 65, 77, 78, 81, 94, 120, 134 

Northern 16, 23, 47, 77, 78, 81, 83, 134 

Sibley, C. G. 68, 69 

Silcock, W. R. 3, 6, 8, 25, 30, 32,84, 86,114,121,123,158,159 
Simons, B. 158 

Siskin, Pine 18, 24, 55, 67, 77, 78, 81,83,100,111,146,147,159 
Small, J. 123 

Snipe, Common 13, 21,41,63, 77,78, 80, 83, 91,130 

Solitaire, Townsend's 15, 22, 25, 26,47, 65, 77-79, 81,83, 96,121,138 

Somerholder, B. 26 

Somerholder, C. 26 

Sora 38,89,127 

South Dakota 3, 36, 48, 57,122 

Sparrow, American Tree 16, 23, 52, 74-79, 81,83,111,142 

Baird's 31,52,158 

Black-throated 7,16, 31, 52,157 

Brewer's 52,98,121,142 

Cassin's 52,85,97,115,121 

Chipping 16, 23, 26, 52, 66,78, 98,120,142 

Clay-colored 52,66,115,142 

Field 16, 52, 67, 77, 78, 81,98,115,142 

Fox 16,53,77,78,143 

Grasshopper 53, 67,98, 116,120,142 


Harris's 16, 23, 53,67, 76-78, 81,83, 111,143 
Henslow's 53, 98,115,157 

House 18, 24, 55, 67, 74, 76-79, 81, 84, 100, 111, 120,147 

Lark 52,67,78,98,116,120,142 

LeConte's 53,60,67, 142 

Lincoln's 53,67,77,81,143 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed 53,143 

Savanna 52, 67, 78, 142 

Song 16, 23, 53, 67, 74-78, 81,83, 98, 111,143 

Swamp 53, 67, 77, 78, 81, 98,143 

Vesper 16,52,67,78,98, 142 

White-crowned 16, 23, 53, 67, 77, 78, 81,83, 100, 143 
White-crowned, "black-lored" 144 

White-crowned, pale-lored" 144 

White-throated 16, 23, 53, 67, 77,81,100,111,143 
Spoonbill, Roseate 152,153 

Stage, D. 158 

Starling, European 16, 23, 48, 65, 74-79, 81-83, 96, 111,120,139,148 

Stilt, Black-necked 39, 90,116,128 

Stoiber, 6. 110 

Stoppkotte, G. 158 

Stork, Wood 148 

Sullivan, J. 8, 25, 32,86,114, 121,123,158 
Sutton, G. M. 3,4,100,101,144 

Swallow, Bank 45, 64, 95,120,136 

Barn 45,64,95,120, 136 

Cave 85,95,148, 151 

Cliff 45, 64, 95,120, 136, 146, 148 

Northern Rough-winged 45, 64, 95,120,136 
Tree 45,64,95,136 

Violet-green 45,95,121,136 

Swan, Mute 78 

Trumpeter 9, 34, 62, 87,116,125 

T undra 9,149, 153 

Swanson, D. L. 123 

Swift, Chimney 43, 64, 93, 132 

White-throated 43, 93,121,132 

Tacha, A. 26 

Tacha, B. 26 

Tacha, M. 26 

Tanager, Scarlet 51,66,97,142 

Summer 51,66,97,121,141,160 
Western 51, 97,121,142 
Teal, Baikal 4 

Blue-winged 4,10,35, 62, 77, 78, 82, 88,120,125 
Cinnamon 4,10,35,78,88, 125 

Green-winged 4, 5,10,19, 35, 62, 77, 78,82, 88,125 

Tebbel, B. 25 

Tem, Black 42,63,92,131 
Caspian 42,92,131 
Common 42, 92,131,155 
Forster's 42, 63, 92,131 
Least 42,92,116,119,131 
26 


Teton, L. 




Texas 56, 57, 95 
Thomas, E. C. 158 

Thrasher, Brown 47, 65, 77, 81,96, 138 
Curve-billed 139 

Sage 47,121,138 

Thrush, Gray-cheeked 47, 65 

Hermit 15,22,47,65,138 

Swainson’s 47, 65, 96, 121, 138 

Varied 148 

Wood 47,65,96,138 

Titmouse, Tufted 15, 46, 65, 76-80, 95, 111,138, 148 
Toll, J. 60 

Towhee, Brown 157 

Eastern 16, 23, 25, 51, 66, 97,142 

Green-tailed 51,66,122, 1342 148 

“Rufous-sided” 75 

Spotted 16, 23, 25, 51,66, 97, 100, 142 

Tumasonis, J. 123 

Turkey, Wild 12, 21,38, 63, 76-79, 82, 89, 110,127 
Turnstone, Ruddy 3,40,129 

Turtle-Dove, Ringed 14,131 

Uridil, Z. 8 

Urwiiler, M. 25,32,86, 123 

Urwiller, Z. 86 

Usasz, M. 25, 26 

Uttecht, J. 25 

Veery 47, 138 

Vireo, Bell's 48, 65, 94, 100, 134 

Blue-headed 48, 121, 135, 148, 149 

Cassin's 135, 148, 151, 156 

Philadelphia 48, 135. 144, 150 

Plumbeous 48, 94, 121,135, 148, 149, 156 

Red-eyed 48, 65, 94, 135 

“Solitary” 148,149 

Warbling 48,65,94, 135 

White-eyed 121 
Yellow-throated 48, 65, 94, 135 
Vulture, Turkey 9, 34, 62, 70, 71, 78, 87, 124 
Walgren, B. 32 

Walgren, D. 32 

Warbler, "Audubon's” 16, 49, 96 

"Myrtle" 16, 49, 111, 140 

Bay-breasted 140,157 
Black-and-white 50, 66, 85, 97, 141 
Black-throated Blue 49,140 
R*ack-throated Green 30, 49, 66, 140 
Blackburnian 30,49,140, 156 
Blackpoll 49,66,85,96,141 

3lue-winged 148 
Canada 50,141 

Cerulean 49,66,97, 121, 141 

Chestnut-sided 48, 66, 96, 139,156 
Connecticut 50, 141 
Golden-winged 48,65 



Hooded 31,50 

Kentucky 50,66,97, 121, 141 

MacGillivray's 50, 141,157 

Magnolia 30, 49,139 

Mourning 50,97,121,141,157 

Nashville 48,65,85,96,139 

Orange-crowned 48, 65, 77, 78, 85, 96, 100,139 
Palm 49,66,140 

Pine 121,140 

Prairie 121,140,156 

Prothonotary 31,50, 66, 97,121,157 
Tennessee 48,65,139 

Townsend's 31,49, 140, 156, 158 

Virginia’s 31,48 

Wilson's 30,50,66,85,97,141 

Yellow 48,66,96,120,139 

Yellow-rumped 16, 23,49, 66, 77, 78, 96, 100, 121,140 
Yellow-throated 49, 96, 121, 140 

Waterthrush, Louisiana 50, 66, 97, 141 

Northern 50,66,97, 141 

Waxwing, Bohemian 65, 76-78, 81,83, 139, 156 

Cedar 15, 22, 47, 65, 76-78, 81,83, 96, 111, 139 

Welch, D. 70 

West, D. 26, 60 

Whimbrel 39,154 

Whip-poor-will 43, 93, 132 

Whistler, P. 60 

Wigeon, American 4, 10,19, 35, 62, 76-79, 82, 88, 110, 125 

American X Northern Pintail hybrid 4 
Eurasian 30, 35, 78 

Wilking, J. 110 

Willet 39,63,90, 128 

Williams, B. 100 

Wilson, A 110 

Wilson, E. 110 

Wing, L. 74, 75 
Wisconsin 12 

Wolff, B. 25 

Wolff, D. 25 

Wood, G. 8,32,86,123 

Wood-Pewee, Eastern 44, 64, 93, 133 

Western 44, 93, 133 

Woodcock, American 13, 41,63, 91,130 

Woodpecker, Downy 14, 22, 44, 64, 74, 77, 78, 80, 83, 93, 111, 120, 133 

Hairy 14, 22, 44, 64, 74, 75, 77, 78, 80, 83, 93, 111, 120, 133 

Lewis’s 44,78,93, 121, 133 

Pileated 133 

Red-bellied 14, 21,44, 64, 76, 77, 80, 93, 111, 133 

Red-headed 14, 21,44, 64, 76-78, 80, 93, 111, 133 

Wren, Bewick's 136 

Carolina 15, 22, 46, 65, 77, 80, 95,111, 121,136 
House 46,65,95,120, 137 
Marsh 15,46,78,95, 137 
Rock 46,95,136 
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Sedge 46,95,137 
Winter 15, 46, 77, 80, 110, 137, 160 
Wyman, H. 26, 60 

Wyman, W. 26, 60 

Wyoming 3, 38, 46, 89 

Yellowlegs, Greater 39, 63, 85, 90,128 

Lesser 3, 39, 63, 90, 128 

Yellowthroat, Common 50, 66, 97, 120,141 
Zimmerman, J. 25 
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